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ABSTRACT

Ever since Christianity met Confucianism in Chinese society, communication
between them has long been a perplexity in China’s ideological and cultural circles.
Causes for this predicament are intricate and complicated. From the academic standpoint
alone, immaturity of research methods is one of the important factors. As the academic
realm, entangled in national interests and national sentiments, has all along been unable
to get its mainstream utterance out of the confinement of making simple judgment,
communication between the two heterogeneous thoughts, Christianity and Confucianism,
becomes particularly intricate and difficult. When discussing communication between
heterogeneous thoughts within the thinking frame of making judgments, philosophers
tend to lapse into the vicious thinking circle of regarding their own ideas and those ideas
that are the same as theirs right and those different from theirs wrong. Therefore, mutual
attack becomes the keynote and the topic of communication is put aside. In order to
avoid the understanding barrier caused by this confinement, this article , from the
standpoint of comparative study instead of making judgment, tries to indicate the critical
differences or divergences between Mencius’ and Paul’s philosophies respectively and
truthfully and ,accordingly, promote their communication.

Mencius and Paul represent two naturally different cultural traditions. One is
Confucian tradition of humanistic philosophy, an independent tradition, the other being
Christian tradition of God-centered faith, a prophet-apostolic tradition. In these two
heterogeneous cultural traditions exist two different views on truth, one is Confucianism
and the other Christianity. This means that in their respective utterance systems, Mencius
and Paul think and talk about a series of important questions in the domain of life
according to their own senses of right and wrong. Those that are thought to be “right” by
Paul are regarded “wrong” by Mencius, and vice versa. The purpose of objective and
neutral academic study is to reveal, through divergences between contrasting research
objects, the peculiar wisdoms in different senses of right and wrong instead of judging
the superiority or inferiority between the objects. When making judgments, researchers
tend to be influenced by their own ideas, likes and dislikes, so objectivity and
impartiality of conclusions cannot be guaranteed. On account of the above, this article

will treat equally the divergent and opposite ideas and beliefs that exist in Mencius® and
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Paul’s philosophies and iook on them impartially as two “ways of life”.

Walking out of the shadow of modern history, Confucianism must take a more
generous and open attitude towards Christian ideas of God and truth. Therefore, it should
recvaluate the wisdom of Christianity in a manner of conversation, not contradiction,
with Christianity. In Christian utterance system, God is the “Lord” that incorporates
creation, salvation and jurisdiction rather than a mental mirage in human mind or the
highest abstract that can be attained only by pure philosophical reasoning. As the
incarnation of God, Jesus Christ is not only different from sages such as Yao, Shun, the
Duke of Zhou, Confucius, Sakyamuni and Mohammed but also different from every
“passerby on the road”. He is forever the one, and the only one, He is, and that is God. In
regard to the point of truth, Christian faiths bring people into a peculiar discussion, that is,
how and to whom God, both as the origin of truth and the ultimate revealer, reveals His
truth. These are the premises of understanding Paul’s ideas and beliefs. If Paul’s ideas are
encased into Mencius’ thinking frame, obstacles and troubles in understanding are sure to
come. In his philosophical system of reasoning that holds the unity of mind, nature and
“Tian”, Mencius puts forward his peculiar ideas and understandings of “the ultimate
reality” and the logic and constructive truth. God and the truth in Paul’s philosophy never
find their proper places in Mencius® view. Paul believes in and admits “God” and “the
truth of God”, so that the ideological and theoretical system is no long a complete and
self-given truth system and that human beings can no longer act naturally as the origin
and standard of all truths, values and meanings. Beyond the limited human beings is the
unlimited God and above the incomplete human words are the complete God’s words,
The two are entirely different and cannot be jumbled together. This kind of understanding
represents a peculiar Christian way of thought and its fundamental attitude toward world,
life and the entire human history. On the contrary, Mencius’ idea that all are “just and
honest” comes totally from his idea of human mind and nature. Human mind is not only
the source of truth, values and meanings of all beings, but also the origin of human
beings’ sacred lives. So the task of true Confucians is “to obtain conscience for Heaven
and Earth, to secure life and fortune for the people, to continue lost teachings for past
sages, and to establish peace for future generations.” With this noble ambition of
salvation, Confucians cannot bear to see the disorder of the world and the misery of
people. This kind of compassion, regarded as “sense of anxiety” by Xu Fuguan, fits best
into Chinese cultural psychology as an orthodox thought and thus maintains the key line
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of Chinese culture for thousands of years. Just from this point of view, Mou Zong-san
says definitely that the fundamental meanings of Confucius’ and Mencius’ philosophies
lie in their “setting the subject for morality and opening the source for value”,
Comparative study would like to reveal the unique wisdoms in both sides through their
divergences rather than wipe out those divergences,

As for human nature, Mencius and Paul are also obviously divergent. In regard to
conclusions, Mencius proposes that “human nature is good at birth” while Paul holds that
“human is sinful when born™. Key causes for this divergence still lie in their different
points of views on solving problems and their distinctive ways of thinking. Starting from
his idea that “slight is the difference between man and the beast”, Mencius considers and
establishes his theory of human nature and, afterwards, deduces logicaily his theory of
“good nature by birth”. In this process of deduction, humanity is not only regarded as the
object and subject of thinking, but also the measure and standard of judgment. Taking
“beasts” as the object of reference, an existential series inferior to human beings that can
neither think nor speak and can only exist and act according to their nature of “exploiting
favorable conditions and avoiding risks”, human beings can naturally reveal their
existential superiorities, In contrast, Paul starts by believing and accepting the “fact” that
God exists as the being superior to human beings; hence the view “God-man distinction”.
Then, if we start from “God-man distinction” and observe human nature by taking God’s
existence as the reference, we are sure to get different conclusions. It is because God,
judging from His existence as well as His ethic value, is far more superior to human
beings. God is “omniscient, omnipotent and omnibenevolent”, whereas human beings
have limitations in knowledge, ability and morality. In “God-man distinction”, God is
active, absolute, the final speaker and standard while human beings are passive, not
psychologically but existentially, and the objects to be examined and judged by God.
Human beings cannot outmatch God and judge Him, nor can they ignore God and judge
themselves. “Righteous God searches minds and hearts.” “The eyes of the Lord are
everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked and the good.” “All the ways of a man are
clean in his own justice eyes; but the Lord weighth the spirits.” According to God’s
standard of being pure, good, just and righteous, human “incompleteness” is obvious.
“Incompleteness” here refers not only to their incomplete morality but also all their
existential limitations and shortcomings. Different from Mencius’ humanism, the

peculiarity of Paul and the entire Christian tradition lies in their reminding people that if
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human beings take themselves as the measure and standard of judgment, it would be
impossible for them to comprehend and master human nature correctly and completely. If
the intention of Mencius’ idea of “good nature at birth” is to awaken human beings’
consciousness of life and morality so that they can be good and to do good, then Paul
. reveals the sin of human beings just to draw their attention fo the passiveness and
illogicality of their existential circumstances. Although in theoretical circles there are
many misapprehensions and misunderstandings concerning Christian “sin”, and Paul’s
idea of “natural sin” is not widely welcomed and accepted as Mencius’ idea of “good
nature by birth”, prudent analyses and discussions on “sin” can actually help people
observe and understand their existential essence and circumstances better. And this is the
very purpose of our comparative analysis.

Mou Zong-san holds that true learning of life lies in China, and, concretely, in
Confucian learing of mind and nature. He criticizes that true “way of life” cannot be
achieved in western culture. For one thing, “religion and morality cannot be unified” as
in Christian theology; for another, “morality and metaphysics cannot be unified” as in
Kant’s moral philosophy. This phenomenon is refated to different ideas and
understandings of “Tian”, “God”, “Tian-man relationship” and “God-man relationship”
in Confucian and Christian utterance systems, In Confucian conceptual system, “Tian” as
the object of human observation and thinking is considered reasonably as the “creative”
and “moral” existence and is, accordingly, taken as a basis and origin, i.e. a metaphysical
reality, for all the lives below. In addition, it is also naturally regarded as the basis and
source for all existing orders and virtues. As this concept of “Tian” has been endowed
with the connotations of “goodness” and “law” by Confucianism, “tian ming” “tian 1i” or
“tian yi” in Confucius’ and Mencius’ philosophies, is, and ought to be, rationally
explained as the ultimate, viz. final and highest, “goodness” and “rationality”. As in
Confucianism, Tian cannot establish an “interpersonal relationship” with human beings
like God in Christianity because of its inability to speak, independently, only one kind of
“yi” (justice) is accepted in Confucianism, viz,“ jusfice in the eye of beholder.”
According to Mencius’ understanding, as Tian (dao,li,ming) is consistent with the reality
of human beings, humans can make full use of their minds, know their nature, know Tian
and finally get unified with Tian. The values and meanings of life are fully embodied and
ref;lized in human pursuit of “unity between Tian and man”. If humans can understand their

“tianming”(heavenly mandate) and know their "mingxian“(natural span of life), thy can then
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choose the right and the only way between birth and death--- through benevolence and justice,
and experience life by taking virtues as blessing and enjoyment, and finally achieve the
unity between Tian and man. On the contrary, Paul, starting from God-man relationship,
sees absolutely different things. In Judeo-Christian tradition, when it comes to the
relationship between God and human beings, there exists a particular idea, that is, God
voluntarily comes into covenants with human beings. To Paul, the God-man relationship
in the covenants is a relationship based on real existence, i.e. a real existential
relationship, rather than an expression of human mental dependence and reliance on
certain “ultimate reality”, i.c. spiritual relationship. When making covenants voluntarily
with human, God promulgates His commandments and laws at the same time. In
whatever kind of forms, all God’s laws, commandments and statues intend to indicate
that God has His own sense of right and wrong and His own standard of virtue and vice,
compietely unrestricted by human cognitive ability ,likes and dislikes. God’s “justice”,
including His truth and goodness, is complete and unique. Therefore there are two kinds
of “justices” in Christianity. Even if human beings can conduct themselves in society
according to their own standard of “justice”, they still cannot be regarded as “the just”.
All depend on God’s judgments. (Paul says that no one can escape from God’s judgments
according to the truth.) It is valueless and meaningless for human beings to regard
themselves just. It is God’s “justification” that really matters. So the emphasis of Paul’s
thought about values and meanings of life is based on the issue of how to “be at peace
with God”. According to Paul, only those “regenerated” by God in Jesus Christ can
possess the “eternal lives” endowed by God and become “new creations” that cast off sin
and death, This is a transformation of human existential states, irrelevant to the spiritual
realm. All these ideas are quite particular, completely different from those of Mencius.
Though revealing truthfully their differences, comparative study leaves the right of

making a choice to our lives.

Key words: ways of life; conceptual reality; the God as the reality; goodness of

human nature; sin; unity of heaven and human; harmony with the God
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