Open the Doors, Let’s Talk
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Very dear # & :
Thank you for your message of yesterday.
It's good to know that you will be back home this even-

ing!

As the time of the end of your work on your manuscript
is getting close, I feel urged to share with you some

concerns on the content of the book.

As it's already a long time since we began to know each
other, to learn from one another, and to enter into a

deep mutual friendship, I feel confident that you
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already know what can be written and what should not
be written to produce an attracting and helpful book on
the call for inter-religious dialogue not only in your life
and in my life, but in the life of each one of us, people
of all faiths, all people of good will, living and working

in Taiwan today.

You know what should be done to make your readers

spiritually moved.

You know what can be written and what should not be
written to help the readers of the book discover or re-
discover the importance and the urgency of new initia-
tives, creative initiatives, in the field of inter-religious
dialogue and cooperation among people of all faiths
and of good will, not only in Taiwan, but also in parts
of the world where possible translations of the book

could some day become available.

You and I, together with Paul Batairwa, should perhaps
find a way to meet again one afternoon in a peaceful
place, to share our ideas, our hopes and also our

dreams.



Let us keep in touch with one another.

To reflect together,

And let us keep praying for one another, keep praying
together!

Fraternally yours,

Old Ma
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What out your thoughts, they will become your emotions.
What out your emotions, they will become your words.
What out your words, they will become your actions.
What out your actions, they will become your habits.
What out your habits, they will become your characters.

What out your characters, they will become your destiny.
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“Each partner in dialogue must try to make his own,
as far as possible, the intuition and experience of the
other,
to personalise it in his own depth, beyond his own ideas

and even beyond those through which



the other attempts to express and communicate them

with the help of signs available in his tradition.

For a fruitful dialogue, it is necessary that I reach, as it

were,

in the very depth of myself'to the experience of my bro-

ther,

freeing my own experience from all accretions,

so that my brother can recognize in me

his own experience of his own depth. ”
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Dom Henri Le Saux, Swami Abhishiktananda ( 1910
-1973)

'The Depth-Dimension of Religious Dialogue', 1969,

In "Vidyajyoti" Journal of Theological Reflection, Delhi, In-
dia, Vol. XLV, N°5, May 1981, p. 214

$ R E R G RHEREm AL (Pedro Ar-

<, rupe, S.1.) 1980~ 1981 £ TSI | (iR (S
% AN SR ERFE (Ignatian Courses of the Center of

W Ignatian Spirituality ) | FA%EE R —EEE ¢

;

5 “Feeling myself in the other, feeling the other in my-

?;, self, accepting him and being accepted

¥

is an ideal of supreme perfection, especially since I
know that he is God's dwelling,
that every human being is God's dwelling.
Christ is in him, suffers and loves in him, is waiting for
me in him.”
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(11980, The Trinitarian Inspiration of the Ignatian Charism,
n. 88)

“God is within every man, waiting for me with his
love, and this is a call that I cannot neglect...
God receives in others the love we have for Him...
The presence of each human being in my life becomes,
transcendentally, a form of the presence of God,
and my acceptance of my brother becomes my implicit

acceptance of God ...”
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(1981, Rooted and Grounded in Love, n. 49)
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Thank you, dear friends!

This message of thanks is also a message of hope. I have
been asked several times by my superiors to write down my
experiences of inter-religious dialogue all through the last
thirty-nine years, especially since the publication, in May
1981, of the essay written in India in 1969 by Dom Henri Le
Saux (1910-1973), Catholic Priest of the Benedictine Order,
on the theme of ‘Interreligious Dialogue in Depth’ .

This essay was published in “Vidyajyoti” Journal of
Theological Reflection of which the editor was, at that time,
Father Jacques Dupuis, S.J. As written in the first page of
this Vidyajioti issue, the Editor clearly points out that, as all
the pioneers, Abhishiktananda was in many ways ahead of
his time. Then, the Editor of Vidyajyoti adds: “There is no
doubt that we shall continue to derive inspiration from him
for the task ahead..” “The present essay of Abhis-
hiktananda raises many questions which even today evade a
satisfactory theological answer. Its merit consists in raising
them and, more still, in showing the way without waiting for
all the answers.” This sentence has remained deeply engra-

ved in my memory, and I am very happy that [ tHZ has



written this book inviting us to go ahead in our search for an
always more fruitful interreligious dialogue in depth.

Thank you, dear Shih-Hsien, for having dedicated this
book to me who does not deserve such a honor. I am still
learning, and I must say that I have learned very much from
your personal commitment, as Buddhist faithful, to the pro-
motion of an always more genuine and deeper “dialogue in
depth” . May the deep friendship strengthened by that work
bear more and more abundant fruit. Thank you, dear Hui-
Wen for the support given to your husband for the realization
of this long planned book.

Thank you, very dear Mr. Ignacio Bengoechea! Let me
warmly thank you with all my heart, for having so generous-
ly provided us with the funds which have enabled Shih-
Hsien and his wife to publish a challenging book on “Inter-
religious Dialogue in Depth” .

My wholehearted thanks also to Fr. Raymond Parent and
his team in KuangChi Cultural Group for this first publica-
tion of a Buddhist book: significant and promising sign of

growing interest in the promotion of interreligious dialogue.

‘Openness to others in dialogue depends on openness to the
Spirit in self.. Openness to others is indeed openness to the

Spirit who Is present everywhere, in the core of any being

{SpusLy Jesp nok yuey % '43
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and event, and more still in the heart of every human being
and in all outward manifestations of his heart.” (Abhis-

hiktananda, ‘Interreligious Dialogue in Depth’ , p. 219)

Albert Poulet-Mathis, S.J.
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