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PREFACE

Much has been said on the topic of religion and culture by
scholars of different countries. What, after so many books and
essays on this topic, merits and body’s attention in this addition-
al volume? Can we present anything significantly new to readers?

While the extension of a discipline is limited. its intention is
not. For instance, history of philosophy covers the study of
philosophers and their thoughts, and the number of truely great
philosophers can be counted in a few minutes. However, its in-
tention is unlimited. New discoveries emerge from time to time
as society progresses; people know more when they deepen their
experience and one gains new fruit when one changes his view-
point or adopts a different perspective. A basic pattern of devel-
opment for a discipline is: when returning to the same issue,
people constantly touch unnoticed aspects, and form new inter-
disciplinary projects, The enquirer wha is in himself (a closedself
enquirer) refuses to see this truth, whereas the enqguirer who is
for himself (a self-revealing enquirer ) willingly steps into the
fundamental contradiction of cognition which is that between the
infinity of the cognition and the finitude of the enquirers and
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their times. He thus has a totally different, and promising vi-
S1011.

Religious culture, is not a special discipline. Nonetheless,
as a result of a comparative study of religion and culture, it has a
broader scope and richer content than any specialized discipline s
such as sociclogy of religion, religious ethics, compartative study
of religions, psychology of religion, etc. Looking back to the
past, it includes the study of the impact of religion on local or
world culture and vice versa. s and the study of cultural conflict
inherent in religious expansion. Facing today or tomorrow, it
concerns itself with the influence of contemporary culture, both
national and worldwide, on religion; especially that of modern
philosophy on the development of religion. Finally, it attempts
to draw general and illuminating conclusions about theological
and religious development from a philosophical reflection upon
all periods of history.

Since the field is so bread, and the content so rich, and so
little study has been conducted in mainland China, we believe
that there is much work to be done. Besides, since most contrib-
utors and the editors are interested mainly in the study of the
history of philosophy, both of China and of other countries”’,
they find it fascinating to deal with religion and culture from a
philosophical point of view,

To conclude, 1 will add: we look for a foothold, only to find
it underneath our feet; we ask for a new field of study., and the
answer turns out to be: Seek and you will find.

Our object will not be like the lake and fruit in front of Tan-



talus. Our reward will be more than that of Sisyphos.

Chen Cunfu
The Center for Christian Studies

at Hangzhou University
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ABSTRACT

Zhejiang Province is an economically developed coastal area.
In this typical province, variety of religions are fully developed.
Tiantai County is the original place of Taintaizhong, a sect of
Buddhism. Mount Putuo in Zhousan Islands is one of the four fa-
mous mountains of Buddhism. Ningbo and Linan is the main
bases of the Southern Chan. Quzhou is the place of Southern
Confucianism. 11 Zhizao and Yang Tinyun, whoem among the
‘Three Pillars of Chinese Catholic’ in 16 — 17 centuries were
Hangzhou landers. Hangzhou was an important stronghold of Je-
suits tn that time. Alter the economic reformation since 807s, the
economic development aI;d the increase of Christians of Wenzhou
attracted the attention from all of the world. From 1995 to 1997,
sponsored by the United Board for Christian Higher Education in
Asia, the Christian Research Center carried out a project, titled
‘the Tendencies of the Contemporary Buddhism, Taoism, Chris-
tianity and Folk Religions in the Condition of Modern Market E-
conomy’. The field survey reached 11 counties and cities, cov-
ered three kinds of areas, cities, countryside and newly estab-

lished harbours and cities. This report is summarised on the over
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20 survey reports.

The first part of the report titled *The Contemporary Bud-
dhism and Tagism under the Impact of the Wave of Market E-
conomy’. It points cut that, in the beginning of 80's, the recov-
er of the Buddhism and Tacism was slower than Chinese Chris-
tianity. The reason is the faiths of the two religions are mixed
with folks religions, which were destroyed as federal superstition
in the Movement of Land Reformation in 1950—52, organized by
the government, The monks of the two religions after resume
secular life had got a piece of land. Many temples were used as
schools or barns. Only a few clergies remained there as door
watchers. Dislike Christianity, Buddhism and Taoism had no
stable organizations, while Christianity had a group of clergy and
laymen, It recovered in the beginning of 80°s. They are also dis-
like the folk religions, which kave a strong ard popular faiths
over thousand years and developed by spontaneous energy like
flaming in suttable conditions, The recover of Buddhism and
Taoism is deepened on the folk religions. The economy of the
two religions was improved by the tourism and commercial
work. The Chinese believers abroad and in the mainland has of-
fered great donation. The temples are reestablished, deccrated
or enlarged. Thus, the study on Buddhism and Taoism could
maintain and continue, and the clergy were well supported,
Compared Buddhism and Taoism, the former seems under better
condition. Therefore, the negative influence by the market econ-
omy is also obvious. All secreted places of Buddhism and Taoism
become almost of all the famous tourist places, The places for
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spiritual exercises become very crowded and noisy. The clergy in
charge of the temple are put more attention day by day on the 1n-
come. The prices for visiting the temples increased ten times
than 10 years ago, even 31 times (from 50 cents to 16. 5 Yyan).
There are certain pious believers among monks, but there are a
lot of monks just for money making. (the statistic datz and ma-
terials are supplied in the note 3—5) In a village, there are 40
professtonal monks, who are doing Buddha service outside and
have families a1 home. In the economically developed province
Zhejiang, the native habitants look down upon being a monk for
low income. So, a lot of professional monks come from Sichuan,
Jiangxi and Hunan. They will return home after being rich.
Somebodies extort people’s wealth under all soris of pretexts at
the tourist places. Several points need attention: first, the reli-
gious content and spiritual exercises of Buddhism and Taoism are
cripple, and it is hard to see dharmacarya and Taoist clergyman
in a period, while the way to keep in good health and body exer-
cises {(Gongfu) in the two religions are secularised., which made
people believe that is the essence of the religions. Second, a lot
of people come to the temples burning incense, but a few are sin-
cere believers. The number of the monks increased slowly. Un-
der the infiuence of market economy, they moved from the low
income places to high places and temples. The religions alse di-
vided into sects, the Chuanchen Taoism, whose monks would
like stay in the temple, decreased {ast; while Zhenyi Taoism,
whose monks would like act cutside temples, increased greatly.
(the statistic data of Pinyang county is supplied in note 5) From
3



1949 to 1996, Zhenyi Taoism increased from 200 to 373; while
Chuanchen Taocism decreased from 45 to 34 in the same period.
It is quite common phenomenon that there are some rich temples
and monks in every county. Third, Buddhism and Taoism in-
clined to folk faiths, the believers of the religions also worship
the folk cults; while the research on Buddhism and Taoism are
macde by the secular scholars.

The second part ‘the stretch of folk faith and new religious
sects’, The folk faiths include the natural worship, the personi-
fied gods cults and ancestor worships without stable creed and
organization. The folk religions mean those religions with certain
cults, creed and organization which depend on the faiths, for ex-
ample, Taipin religion, White lotus religion, Taocism of Five
Bushels of Rice, Yiguan Dao, Yuaniong Jiao. Because those folk
religions are secret social organizations, they are banned by the
ruling classes in different ages. Yuantong Jiac is still alive in
Pingyang county and Changnan county in the form of practice of
body exercises. Under the impact of market economy, one sect
of it keeps the tradition to do grand service, while the other goes
outside the temple to make money by its home services. It is
worth to notice that the Indian religion and Yogz spread from
abroad in recent years, and some new heretical religions of native
born appear. The statistics show that the religion with fastest
development in 80’s is the folk religion. From 1992 to 1996, the
number of new temples are 20—100 times of the churches. The
local government launched the projects of demolishing illegal
temples and churches, moving the tombs in tourist places and

4



beside the high ways and railways. The data appeared in the five
newspapers show that 257000 tombs were moved, 17900 temples
were demolished in the three months of the first half of 1996.
The number of illegal temples and the burning incense places is
over 130000. The number of tombs is uncountable. Over 50000
tombs at Beigan Mountain of Xiaosan were moved. A grand
tomb in Ningpo occupies 332 square meters. A grand tomb with
pagoda, mourning hall, wing —room and pictured walls occupied
300 sguare meters, which is called the ‘first tomb in Taizhou’.
Another grand tomb in Qingtian county also oceupied 300 square
meters, with which a janitor’s room with international phone is
attached. Majority of private and collective shops, enterprises
and mining places establishes their own temples and worship
their gods. In recent years, there emerged a wave nation — wide
that the people in city and countryside visit famous temple in the
eve of the spring festival, waiting for the sound of the first
drums and bells, burning a first incense and worshipping the
gods. In Hangzhou, all roads and paths to temple Lingying are
crowded in the eve of the festival, the row of people lasts 2 kilo-
metres in Road No. 7. After 1994, the local government had to
band it by a special order. The development of the folk faiths has
several characters. It is spontaneous, spread and very common.
It has a deep social base lasted over thousand vears. When the
situation is loosen, every village will build temples, tombs and
clan halls, continuing genealogy except a few Catholic villages.
With the development of economy and culture, this kind of folk

faiths like primitive religion will be crippled with the change of
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the conception of gods and people’s characters, but it will last in
quite iong period in full energy. 1t had taken roots deeply in the
mind of common people, converted to cults whenever suttable
conditions appears. Because the fusion between folks faiths and
superstitions, the government hold a2 negative attitude to them.
For a legal position, the folk faiths attempted to unite with Bud-
dhism and Taoism. For example, the temple of Chenghuang in
Pingyang county. Another tendency which is worthy to be at-
tended is to convert the Christian faith.

The third part ‘the Christianity under the condition of mar-
ket economy’. There are some traditional Catholic villages and
Protestant ones. The Christians were peasants with poor educa-
tion background. They lived in 2 closed cornmunity and on the
agricultural works. Now the situation changed. Many Christians
are working in the enterprises running by the towns. Young men
go out to do commercial works. The childres sve educated in all
level schools and institutes. The traditional faith and preach met
new challenge. A typical case of this kind of village, Mapong vil-
lage in Quezhou county, is tntroduced in the text and note 16.
Many similar cases may be seen in Shanxi, Shaanxi, Sichuang
and Henan inner provinces. In the coastal provinces, a lot of
peasant Christians change to be townspeople Christians. Many
new towns, cities and harbours are established in those provinces
since 80’s. The believers comes from all sides, which break the
lines of administrative areas. Many Christians are working in the
third industrial, being workers, managers, factory directors,
trustees and chairmen of board. They have broad knowledge and
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open minds. They have independent consciousness and abilities
of activity. They actively participate all social activities, even the
governmental activity. The phenomenon that most Christians
were the illiterate, women and the old is obviously changed. The
case of Minggang, a town in Wenzhou area, is introduced in the
report.

Wenzhou landers are good at commercial works, who are
called ‘the Jews in China’. In this area, Ruian, Il.eqing.,
Pimgyang, Changnan, Yongjia, Ouhai, Taishuen are listed in
the counties in which Chrnistianity develops in the greatest speed.
The most important case is the old Pingyang county. In 1981,
the old county was divided into Pingyang and Changnan with the
line of Aujiang River. Fangyanxia is a piece of land in Changnan
county, which is located at the end of Aujiang River. At the be-
ginning of 80s, two harbours in that place developed gradually
into a collective and commercia) place of sea preducts. Longgang
town was established there in April of 1984. There were only 5
small fishermen villages, 5. 2 square kilometres, 6500 people
then. In 1986, it enlarged to 7. 2 square kilometres. In 1992, 10
58 square kilometres, 135000 people. In the downtown, there
are over 70000 people, 90% come from countryside. They were
peasants. In June of 1986, a piece of news was released by Xin-
hua Press that ‘Longgang, a peasants’ city rise in Wenzhou’.
Since then, it is called ‘the first peasants’ city in China’. These
new peasants in fact are enterprise owners and commerecials.
They executed in productions of textile industry and small

goods. Their goods are sold nationwide. Longgang takes the ad-
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vantage of sea transportation to develop the commercial relation-
ship with Hong Kong. Over 5000 salesmen are spread in whole
China. Many l.ongganglanders are Christians. In 1995, there
were 3 Catholic churches, 1600 believers in the town, 1500 be-
lievers in the suburb; 12 Protestant churches, 4 in the town, 8
in the suburb, §800 believers in the town, the number of the be-
lievers in the suburb is unknown, Zhuentang is a typical church
in the town.

Zhuentang is a united church of all sects of the Protestant.
Before 1984, only a few fishermen attended it, who belonged to
Juhuichu. In May of 1985, 13 families who belonged te Zhilihui
and nearly 20 families who belonged to Neidihui moved to Long-
gang. They started to meet at home. They united in 1986 and in-
creased to 30 families, They bought a piece of land which was a
factory in origin with 5000 yuan (Chinese dollars ), and estab-
lished a large church, 4 stories, there are 1800 chairs in the hall
in the second level. In 1995, total number of the believers is
4000. Many among them are well educated, relatively young,
working in the third industrial. They have open minds and
thought of democratic administration. In 1994, the third
congress of Zhuentang was convened. The 129 representatives
were selected from blocks, 30 believers vote for 1 representative.
That means at least there were 3870 believers baptized. Then,
37 people were selected from all representatives as the third com-
mittee. Twelve administrative group were organized. The
Chairman’s surname is Yang, a factory director in Longgang.
The statistic data show that the traditional Christian villages and
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the churches in countryside have met challenges in the wave of
market economy. The general tendency is that Christianity de-
velops fast in developed region based on the old ground of
preach. The characters of believers are higher than the old ones.
The organization of church is modern. In a quite long period.,
Christian church will develop spontaneously with the moderniza-
tion and market economy in Mainland of China. For adapting in-
to the social and cultural changes, the church will explore the
problem of incalturation of Christian theology. It (s not allowed
to overlook, therefore, the negative influence of market economy
to Christianity. Certain phenomena, the secularisation of church
and the decline of morality, are existing. In this sense, the sur-
vey and research organized by our center is only a beginning. We

will continue this project for more correct prediction,
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Christology in Late Ming China (1582—1644)
from Matteo Ricci S. J. (1552—1610) to
Giulio Aleni S. J. (1582—1649)[

Gianni Criveller

First Part
Lines of development of Christology in Late Ming China

a. The first approach of Michels Ruggeri (1543 — 1607) and
Matteo Ricei (1552—1618).

When the first two Jesuits entered China, they did not have
a specific plan on how t¢ present Christology, They knew that
they had to learr vot ¢nly to speak, read end write Chinese, but
also to be familiar with the Chinese culture and way of life, They
dressed as Buddhist monis, a clear sign that their mission to be
a religious one, but they did not adopt the street preaching
method. Based on the lessons from the previous failed attempts
to enter China and the Jesuit experience in Japan, the far-sighted
policy of Alessandro Valignano (1538 — 1606) was to find a way
of ‘adaptation’ to the local customs.

While dressing in Buddhist vestments was quite innovative,
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the missionaries’ preaching, in its contents, was traditional.
They first translated the Christian prayers (1583 — 1585). Suill
busy in learning the language and culture of China, they did not
develop a specific strategy. The first catechism that they pro-
duced, with Ruggeri as author, did nor have any character of
novelty. [2]

There 158 no evidence that, for the first decade, the two Je-
suits were aware of any specific problem in the preaching of
Christ, or that they felt they had to handle the subject of Christ
with caution. On the contrary, their writings suggest that the
Christian doctrine was integrally presented, including the Chris-
tology. | would say that the first yvears of the Jesuit mission had

a kerigmatic character.
b. Ricci’s turning point: a new missionary strategy.

Ruggeri seemed to be satisfied with the progress of the mis-
sion, but Ricei was not. He noted that the mission was still at
the mercy of the unstable attitude of local officials. As long as
Christianity would remain an outsider in Chinese society, there
would not be any secure future for the mission. Ricci intuwted
that the right to stay in China should not be pursued merely
through political tolerance, but through winning the respect of
those who were leaders of the country, the Confucian-scholar
class.

Moreover, the identification with the Buddhists proved to
be, in Ricci’s eyes, a source of confusion and ambiguity. The
many external similarities (vestments, shaven head, celibacy,
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fasting , residence outside the cities, origin from the West, etc. )
confused the people: to them, the missionaries were a new form
of Buddhism. Buddhism was seen by the missionaries as the main
rival of Christianity, since some of the Buddhist doctrines were
similar to the Christian ones, such as Paradise and hell, and
Buddhism’s religious character seemed to be able to satisty those
searching for spiritual fulfillment.

From the beginning of the 1590s, Ricci, always sincerely
committed to the canse of the Gospel, used care in the presenta-
tion of Christ, especially Christ crucified. He adopted a two-
faced approach: the apologetic method, with the indirect aposto-
late and the publishing of the catechisms; and the religious for-
mation of catechumens and new Christians with the booklets of

the doctrina christiana,
¢. The theological justifications of the catechisms.

The apologetic method was meant for the great number of
literati Ricci met, or for those who read his books. In the discus-
sions with the literatl, questions concerning natural revelation
arose; the existence of God, His uniqueness, the Creation, the
natural law, the final judgment. At the same time he resolutely
opposed Taoism and especially Buddhism, accarding to the strat-
egy of ‘the refutation of Buddhism and the supplementing of
Confucianism (£ {5 b ).’

Under a theological peint of view, such a2 method was not
only correct but even genial. Ricci and conireres tried to deai
with the Chinese philosophy in the same way that the Fathers of
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the Church, the Apologists, and the great theologians, such as
Augustine and Thomas, did with the Greek philosophy. The Je-
cuits saw in the original Confucianism nothing more and nothing
less than the elements of ‘natural revelation.’ In this ‘*natural
revelation’ they pledged to insert, as a natural and yet necessary
complement, the positive Christian Revelation.

In other words, the Jesuits tried nothing less that than to
‘inculturate” the Christian message, in order ta have a genuine
Chinese Christianity, without rejecting anything essential in
Christian doctrine, and without rejecting anything good in the
Chinese culture. Vatican Council I would only confirm the
goodness of their intuitions. [3]

That this operation was honest, and not a mere captatio
henevolentie, is proved by the fact that they rejected, in the
strongest term, the contemporary materialistic Neo-Confucian-
ism, the official ideology of the Chinese state.

Moreover, one would note that the Jesuits did not reduce
the Christian message to a simple moral teaching. In merality,
they found a common ground, a starting point from which to put
forward their message. There is plenty of evidence that they nev-

er compromised 1n crucial moral questions.
d. Christology in the catechisms.

Riceci and the first Jesuits applied in their preaching of Christ
the trial-and-error method. They put, with some good reasons
and reassured by experience, some limitations in displaying the
crucifix and in talking about the Passion to the pagans. Their ex-
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perience showed that a premature explanation of the doctrine
about Christ’s passion and death would prevent, instead of faver-
Ing, CONVersions.

It is in such a context that some practices, started by Ricci
himself as Superior of the mission, find their explanations. The
Jesuits did not leave the crucifix on the altar after the Mass, so
as not 1o expose it to the eyes of non-Christians who could enter
the Church. To the non-Christians the missionaries did not talk
about Christ’s death on the Cross, and to the catechumens they
talked about this only when they had decided to enter the
Church. It must be added that these limitations were intended as
temporary and did not always apply. In the early years of the
mission the same Ruggeri and Ricei practiced a quite kerigmatic
preaching. Missionaries such as Nicold Longobardo (1565 —
1635), Joao Sceric (1572—1607) and Alfonso Vagnoni (1566—
16402 practiced the cpen apostolate. Diego De Pantaja (1571 —
1618) wrote as early =5 the 1610s the story of the Passion of Je-
sus Christ[4] which was meant not oaly for catechumens ; it was ,
however, publisked only after Ricci’s death. Starting from the
1620s, images and aceounts of the Passion were printed and put
in circulation by the Jesuits. Tt is obvious that thay could have
reached the hands of non-believers.

Preaching openly about sensitive subjects like the crucifixion
would only increase unnecessary opposition, put the Christizn
faith in the contempt of the pagans, disturb instead of drawing
the minds of those interested in or simply curious about the
missionaries’ message, Therefore some limitations were a sort of
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self-imposed invitation to prudence and to caution.

Ricei presented Christ only in the eighth and last chapter of
his catechism, omitting His Passion and death. His purpose was
to gradually lead his listeners.to the discovery cif Christ. The
knowledge of Christ was intended to be the natural conclusion of
an intellectual and personal itinerary in the search of truth., The
person in search of such truth should have first shown a genuine
spiritual motivation; only under such conditions could one have
been ready to accept such a novelty as the mystery of Christ.

Christ would be accepted by the Chinese only when He
would appear to them not as a foreigner, but as somebody al-
ready mysteriously present in the noble Chinese civilization. In
order to reach this goal, the missionaries had to first unveil the
elements of preparatio evangelica (preparation to the Gospel).

Christ was, in Ricci’s method, the point of arrival and not
the start. There is certainly something similar to the grcana (in-
troduction to the Mysteries of Christian faith) procedure of the
primitive Church in this attitude. The Church that Ricei himself
founded was somehow, as we have already had the occasion to
point out. a ‘primitive Church’!

Ricci lived in a time where the theological model had the
Church at the center of God’s Plan of salvation for humanity.
But in practice, Ricei moved according to another model that im-
plied the salvation of God working in the world through natural
revelation, the dicrates of the conscience, the seminag Verbi, ete
*++ Ricel constantly operated on the basis of both models, show-

ing a great deal of adaptability. Nicolas Standaert affirms that
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Ricci, while achieving a remarkable accommodation to the schol-
arly Confucians, had not. on the whole, ‘yet attained the incul-
turation stage; and this is not a reproach. Besides, how could
one reproach his for it, since he was already so far ahead of his
time?’L5] But the accommodation of Ricci opened the way to the
inculturation pracess. The late Ming China Mission was not sim-
ply the work of propagation of Christianity, it was also one ‘of
the most important encounters that ever took place between two
cultures. Hence that encounter reveals elements proper 1o all
good communication between two cultures’. For this reason, the

experience of Ricci is important also today. (6]
e. The doctring christiana.

The second aspect of Riceil’s missionary method was reli-
gious teaching through the docerina Christiana. Ricci published
in the same year (1604) both the catechism{?] and the doctrina
Christiana. [8] This fact should be stressed since in the literature
on the China Mission there is little mention of this work by Ric-
ci. Other missionaries, namely Soerio, Longobardo, Vagnoni,
TJe Pantoja and Joao Da Rocha (1563—1623), were more dedi-
cated 1o the direct teaching of the doctrina christiana. Each one
of these Jesuits published one or more booklets. {8} In these
booklets the Catholic doctrine is presented in a traditional way,
following several European models (the catechisms of Roberto
Bellarmino, Peter Canisio, Jorge and the Roman Catechism).
Nothing essential in the Christian doctrine was omitted. In the
early stages, the Jesuits preferred not to mention the positive
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law of the Church, since they thought it was too early to promul-
gate 1t. The few Chinese Chrisnians obviousiy were not yet in the

position to obhserve its prescripiions.
f. Christology of the doctrina Christiana.

The Christology of the booklets of doctrina Christiana fol-
lowed a general rule. the imitaticn of the European models.

De Pantoja’s Passion of Christ deserves special attention,
since 1t was the first long and complete account of the events of
the Passion and of the doctrine of Redemption. This fact is much
moare noteworthy in the context of Ricei’s prudence in which the
booklet was written. First of all, it is difficuit to decide whether
this writing should be classified as catechism or doctrina. Since
this rule is not meant to be automatically applied to every jesuit’s
writing, [ suggest that it is catechism in regards to its desti-
nataries; and it 1s doctrina In regards to its contents. The objec-
tions concerning the doctrine of the Passion that appear in the
booklet belong to the European controversial literatpre. De
Pantoja’s bocklet is simply a Chinese translation of a European
treatise on the Passion.

We can conclude that, up to 1820, the booklets of dortrina
Christiana did not acknowledge the typical Chinese objections to
the Christological doctrine. Aleni would be the first to include
such objections in his books.

Before the appearance of Aleni, we had an importaat publi-
cation. In 1620 Da Rocha published the Method on Reciting the

Rosary (HHZBB ) with the illustrations of the 15 mysteries.
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Once again the sufferings and the Crucifixion of Jesus were the
main subject of a Jesuit publication. The least we can say is that
the doetrine of crucifixion was never suppressed, and that the Je-
suits were looking for the appropriate forms and means of dis-
playing the image of the suffering Christ {(Da Rocha) and pre-
senting the events and the meaning of His Passion (De Pantoja).

The first attempt to produce a piece of Christian Chinese art
had a beautiful result. Da Recha’s publication is a sign that a-
mong the Jesuits, the problem of incuituraing the Christian
message in Chinese style was seen as important, Christ, in Da
Rocha’s pictures, has Chiness features and is inserted into a
characteristically Chinese environment. Unfortunately, rogard-
ing Christian Chinese art, the follow-up was very poor. This is
also, 1 believe, a consequence of the forthcoming Rites Contro-

versy.

Second Part
LINES OF CHRISTOLOGY: ALENI'S CONTRIBU-
TION.

a. A second turning point: the pastoral cheice of Giulio Aleni.

Until 1625, Aleni followed closely in the footsteps of his
master, Ricci. Although the two men had never met, Aleni dedi-
cated a biography to him, the first biography of Ricci ever writ-
ten in Chinese. The Chinese people could then know and appreci-
ate the {ounder of the China Mission.

In 1625, when he moved to Fujian, Aleni made what 1
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would call the pastoral chotce. After writing scientific treatises
and traveling from one province to another, Aleni finally moved
to Fujian and worked there for 25 years, until his death. He
rarely wrote about science again, instead publishing about fifteen
books or booklets of catechetical, doctrinal and pastoral nature.

When discussing with the literati, Aleni still kept Ricct’s
apologetic methed s having in natural revelation a common start-
ing point. In this way Aleni brought forward Ricei’s strategy. In
fact, the theological and Christological reflections that I pro-
posed above about the work of Ricci should be applied also to
Aleni’s Catechisms (l.earned Conversation of Fuzhout19] and The
True Origin of All Things. (111},

But Aleni went beyond that. The mission’ basis was solid
enough to work more resolutely in the field of direct evangeliza-
tion. Aleni was much more in contact with the common people,
less, educated in Neo-Confucian principles and more inclined to
popular religiosity. In front of such a new environment and con-
sidering the progress and the experience aiready accumulated by
the missionaries, Aleni decided to focus on the presentation of
Christ’s mysteries. In such a cheice, an important influence was
exerted by Aleni’s personal inclination to a Christecentric spiritu-
ality, which he had acquired during the years of his formation.
The Jesuit spiritnal formation was based on the veneration of the
cross and adoration in front of the Eucharist. It was not by
chance that the young Giulio, fervent in Jesuit spirituality, re-
ceived the notion of his missionary vocation during the medita-
tion of the Passion of Jesus.
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One should also note that the Aleni of the Catechisms ap-
pears as a sophisticated and brilliant author who is able to move
from science to philosophy, and from religion to morality. Fol-
lowing the example of Ricei, he shows great knowledge and ad-
miration of the Chinese culture; he also appears ready to accom-
modate the presentation of his message with sensibility and pru-
dence.

On the other hand, the Aleni of the doctrina Christiana
shows a quite different image. He is the strict preacher who
threatens eternal punishment. He is also the good shepherd of
his Christian communities, the father concerned with the materi-

al and spiritual weil-being of his children.
b. On the novissimi.

A good example of Aleni as a strict preacher would be in his
writings about the novissimi. His works are not only full of refer-
ences and descriptions of the Heavenly joys, but also, and espe-
cially, full of descriptions of the eternal and horrendous torments
in hell. This aspect is particularly interesting in the Song of a
Holy Dream ,[121 but many such references are also found in the
Sacrament of Penance, 13] the Biography of Michael Zhang!14]
and other texts. Aleni owed this to his European background and
to the Fujian’s people’s love of strange stories. This literature
proves that in no way had Aleni attenuated the seriousness of the
Christian message, and the exacting consequences of embracing
the Christian religion.

Such an attitude was not too different from the method of
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the Deminican and Franciscan friars. The proclamation of the
Christological kerigma and of the judgment of God who will re-
ward the believers with Paradise and punish the non-believers in
hell, was practiced by both. The difference was that the friars,
with their street preaching, acted without any mediation. In this
way they were persuaded to make their point clear and draw
more conversions, probably out of fear of eternal damnation.
The novissimi were, with different strategies, the object of pred-

ication by both friars and Aleni.
¢. Aleni’s accommodation. The problem of inculturation.

Aleni made a valid contribution for a Christianity with Chi-
nese characteristics. He recommended a few accommodated prac-
tices, usually fruit of the converts’ own initiative. In his bocklet
on the Mass. he explained the meaning of the Chinese headgear,
used by the celebrant as a sign of respect, giving to it a Christian
meaning.

In the [lustrated Life of Owr Lord Jesus Chyist,[15] al-
though he reduced the adaptations inaugurated by [Da Rocha, he
still used some Chinese elements in the images. He also put Chi-
nese and Europeans together in the last picture of the collection
as a symbol of Chinese Christians being already part of the pec-
ple of God, who can stand side by side within the universal
Church. In The Life of the Lord of Heaven Incarnate,[18] Aleni
made many, although minor, adaptarions to the Chinese cuiture,
in order to make the Gospels more understandable to his readers.
He also wrote a large amount of interesting notes, which certain-

45



ly provided a great deal of valuable insights for the Chinese
readers’ comprehension of the Gospels,

In the treatise Introduction to the Lord of Heaven Imcar-
nate,17] and in the Diary of Oral Instructions,{18] Aleni engaged
himself in a close confrontation with his interlocutors about the
reason for the long estrangement of Christ from China. Aleni
tried his best to answer in a way that would make sense to the
listeners; examples and images were taken {rom Chinese life,
history and culture. He was careful not to unnecessarily hurt the
feelings of the Chinese.

The inculturation process would require much more than
this, but still Aleni was on the right track. He was aware of the
problems of the necessity of crecting a Chinese Christignity, but
had few theolcgical instruments to give them a satisfactory re-
sponse. In modern theological language we would call such re-

sponse tnculturation.

Aleni and the other Jesuits could not start an inculturation
process since they lacked the basic theological instruments. Yet,
what they started was a process that, thanks to the original con-
tribution of the converts, could have led to a Chinese Christiani-
ty. The converts had the intellectual and moral preparsation to do
that. The use of the 1;erm Great Father-Mother (A2 £i}), is only
an example that the converts had started something close to the
inculturation process. Inculturation was a goal that could only be
reached generations after the arrival of the Gospel. The main au-
thors of such a process could not be but local Christians. Only
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they could unite in harmonious synthesis the ‘genius’ of their

people, with the Good News of Salvation through Christ.
d. Aleni’s dialogue with Chinese sages, saints and religions.

In his numerous discussions, Aleni was confronted with sev-
eral questions about Christ. Why was the Incarnation so late in
history? The question must be understood in consideration of the
Chinese sense of history. According to their traditional meatality
the truth must have tts origin in antiquity; the older the better,
Why was Jesus not born in China? The Chinese civilization was
flourishing for a long time. It was certainly a place very much
worthy and prepared to receive God-incarnate. This problem is
connected with the {following one: why did the Christian doctrine
arrive in China so late? How come God left China out of His plan
of salvation for such a long time? When God was incarnate,
Heaven must have been left void, or are there two gods? If
Christ is the Master of the Western countries, why should He al-
so become the Master of China? China already has Confucius,
Laozi and Sakyamuni. Why should they be considered inferior to
Jesus? Are their teachings not as noble and virtuous as the one of
Jesus Christ? No one will fail to note that similar guestions are

discussed in the modern theological debate on religious plural-
LY

1sm.

“Aleni was the first missionary to answer these questions in a

systematic way. His teaching about Christ appeared in the vast

production of catechetical books, and especially in the Diary of

the Oral Exhortations that his disciples compiled, recording the
47



missionary’s conversations, homilies and arguments. In one
word s the Diary records a missionary in dialogue. This text,
which was only recently appreciated in all its importance., gives
Aleni a preminent role among the jesuits of the first generation
(late Ming dynasty).

To those who sought to equalize Christ with the Chinese
masters and religious figures such as Confucius, Laozi or Sakya-
muni, Aleni answered that the essential difference is that Christ
is God, the others are not. It is noteworthy that it was one of
the first times that a discussion with a missionary was held on
the subject of 1the relationship between Christ and other religious
or morally holy figures. Aleni, as one would expect, did not un-
dermine the role of Christ, who is unquestionably regarded as
the only Savior of the world. On the other hand, the Chinese
sages and saints (including the Buddha) are not dismissed as
negative or demoniac figures. Aleni did not say that they were in
hell, or that what they taught was all false, as the Mendicants
would have said. Particularly interesting is the way in which
Sakyamuni is presented. One may expect a frontal attack in or-
der to destroy the main enemy of the Christian religion; Sakya-
muni 1 instead presented as & man with a mission from God. a
mission that he did not carry out becauze of his pride.

Somehow Aleni tried to indicate that a dialogue with Bud-
dhism was possible. A dialogue, for example, about the nature
of the mission Sakyamuni received from God and failed to fulfili.
Of course, this is only a little hook, a little occasion, that the
same Aleni did not develop. The dialogical attitude toward the
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other religions was still a long way to come. But Aleni seems to
be one that would have been ready to move {orward in that direc-

tion.
e. Aleni’s proposal of a Christ-centered spirituality.

Aleni responded to several objections that arose from the
Chinese mentality and which were directed at the figure of
Chirst. The content of these answers is of great interest for the
history of the Christian mission in China and for the history of
the cultural relationship between China and the West alike.

Nevertheless, Aleni did not formulate a true Chinese Chris-
tology. Although he spent almast 40 years in China, Aleni could
not produce a Christology with Chinese characteristics. He cer-
tainly hecame Chinese with the Chinese, but Aleni was still Eu-
ropean. It could not be different. As already stated, a Chinese
Christology must be produced by Chinese Christians.

However, Aleni did offer a precious coniribution. He pro-
vided, for the first time in an exhaustive way, the instruments
that the Chinese Christians needed to develop a personal experi-
ence of Christ and a spiritual life centered on the person of Jesus.
In fact, it is only from a truly personal immersion 1 the mystery
af Christ that one can develop theclogical reflections on the same
Christ, Much more than an intellectual experience, a Christolog-
ical reflection is an experience of life in Christ. In such existen-
tial experience the theologian conjugates the Christian faith with
the genius of his own people. Accepting Christ, the local theolo-

gian can discover his own roots in a deeper way.
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The instruments which Aleni offered were, first of all, his
own personal example of a life dedicated to Christ and his unfail-
ing commitment to the propagation of the Gospel, Alemt also of-
fered a large litesary production. His Hooks constitute a sort of
itinerary toward a Christological spirituality.

One can cbject that rather than a ‘Christological’, Aleni of-
fered a ‘Jes:is? spirttuality. In tzet, he emphasized the typical
elements of the Jesuit !crmation. Everyone gives what he has
and considers to be mest precious and bheautiful. “For Jesuits,
spirituality is necessarily based on the Spiritnal Exercises of St.
Ignatius, basic 1o which 1s a notion of the Creator as a personal
God, not just a “Source of Morality”, and deep faith in the In-
carnation which carries with it a decision to follow Jesus as a per-
son, not as an abstract concept. This {foundation must have been
passed to the early converts, who also would have been drawn to
a personal God and the person of Jesus His Son. '[19]

l.et us now look closely at the stages of this spiritual
itinerary toward a better knowledge of Christ. The following
scheme is a personal interpretation of Aleni’s work. We do not
know if he explicitly planned such an itinerary. Still [ will try to

formulate a reliable hypothesis, closely based on his production.
f. Eucharist-centered spirituality and daily Mass.

For his Christian communities, shortly after the booklet on
Penance, Aleni wrote the Litany of the Holy Eucharist and the
Treatise on the Foly Mass. Years later, in 1642, Aleni published
a Treatise on the Holy the Eucharist. (20] Among the instructions
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imparted by Aleni, there is the suggestion of daily participation
at Holy Mass.

In those time, the opportunity of daily Mass was certainly
availabie only for a few Christians, However, the invitation of
Aleni clearly shows his pastoral mentality. With daily participa-
tion in the Mass, the Christians were able to meet Jesus every
day, see Himn present in the Eucharist, to receive Him in their
daily life. The practice of daily Mass and the exaltation of the
sacrament of the Eucharist, including the practice of adoration,
is certainly fruit of the Catholic reform promated by the Council
of Trent (1545—1563) in polemies with the Protestant doctrine
on the Eucharist. The Jesuits, who were the principal protago-
nists of the counter-reformation, had in the Eucharistic spiritual-
ity one of the central points of their formation.

The explanation of the doctrine of the Eucharist in Aleni’s
treatise is focused on the mystery of Redemption. Aleni inter-
preted the Eucharistic mystery under a Christological light.
Aleni did not develop any other form of spirituality but the Eu-
charistic one, as the actualization of the mystery of Christ’s Re-
demption.

Aleni did not write about the Virgin Mary, as did Da Rocha
in 1620, neither did he write about the lives of the saints, as
Vagnom and Longobardo did. In other words, he did not develop
a Marian spirituality, or a spirituality based on a particular
saint’s charism. He mentioned several saints in his writings , like
Augustine, Thomas, Ignatius, Louis Gonzaga, etc+ But they

are remembered only for their teaching and, a few times, for
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their example. Aleni wrote about the lives of three people: Mat-
teo Riccil21] and two Chinese Christians, Yang Tingyun{221 and
Michael Zhang, the two renowned Chinese Christians who were
friends and collaborators of Aleni. He wanted to write about
people whose examples his converts could really itmitate, Aleni
was diligent in founding the Christian community in nobody else

but Jesus himself.

g. Meditation of the Life of our Lord Jesus Christ; his words

and imapes.

Aleni published in 1635— 1637 what I consider his most im-
portant publication: the Life of Jesus in Words and Images.
This would constitute the third ideal stage in his itinerary toward
a Christological formation and spirituality within his community.
The purpose of the two books was to offer the instruments for
the reading of Jesus’ works and words, and with the precipus
help of the images, to meditate upon them. With such an instru-
ment the knowledge of Jesus would be complete, deep and affec-
tive. The Christians would be moved by the poor and humble
birth of Jesus, instructed by his teachings, surprised and amazed
by his miracles, brought to tears by his bitter passion and terri-
ble death, filled with joy by his resurrection, engaged in the
work of evangelization after his ascension into Heaven and filled
with apostolic courage after the descent of the Holy Spirit.

Such an advanced level of consciousness could not be
reached but through the practice of personal meditation on the
mystery of Christ, The practice of meditation already had a long
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tradition in China, It was practiced by Confucians {the Quiet Sit-
ting Meditation ##4),(23] by the Taocist and by the Chan Bud-
dhist (#i). Aleni introduced in this long and noble tradition the
Christian meditation, in the form proposed by Ignatius of Loy-
ola. With Aleni, the exchange between the West and China

started on the level of the spiritual experience.

An epilogue in the form of three short thoughts.

Considering what I have illustrated so far, it elearly appears
that the person of Jesus Christ was the center of the formation
that the Jesuit missionaries offered to the Chinese. If in the cate-
chism Christ was presented as the arrival point of man’s search
for the religious truth, in the doctrina Christiana Jesus is at the
center of the cathecumens’ itinerary, While in the catechism
Christ is presented as (God incarnate, performer of miracles and a
great teacher, in the books for the Christian formation Jesus is
presented as the Savior of the world and as the redeemer of man’s
sins through the sufferings of His Passion. As a matter of fact,
the Passion of Jesus is presented as the central event of His life
and as the purpose of the Incarnation itself. The event of Saiva-
tion is almost exclusively centered on the Passion and death of
Jesus, while little emphasis is given to the Resurrection and to
the glorious Christ. The conclusion is that Christ, and Christ
Crucified, not only was not marginized in the China mission of
late Ming, but was at the very core of the gpiritual formation of
catechumens and Christians.
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The writings of the Jesuits offer plenty of evidence of philo-
sophical, cultural and religicus elements that posed a tremendous
chailenge to the missionaries in anncuncing Christ. Among the
most important, [ recall the Christian personal concept of God
and man, the incompatibility between Neo-Confucianism and the
Scholastic theology . and the contrariety of the missionartes to
produce a syncretist synthesis of Christianity with the Chinese
religions,

The Jesuits, although holders of the most advanced Euro-
pean Christian thought. were not able to overcome all the chal-
lenges. Nevertheless, thanks to them, the two worlds encoun-
tered. It was certainly one of the most fascinating cultural en-
counters that occurred in history. the Chinese Ming dynasty and
the European Renaissance, i. e. two of the most celebrated ecivi-
lizations of all time.

The encounter between these two entities continues, and as
history has shown, there is not incompatibility between China
and Christianity. China is more than the Neo-Confucianism of
the late Ming, and Christianity is more than the Scholastic and
counter-reformist theology.

The Jesuits of late Ming, especially Ricci and Aleni, togeth-
er with the first Chinese Christians, knew by intuition that incul-
turation and dialogue was the only way to make this encounter
possible. The alternative was the disappearance of one of the two
entities. As a matter of fact, the anti-Christian movement
sought the elimination of Christtanity from China, while the con-
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servative missionaries advocated a complete refusal of the Chi-
nese culture.

The Jesuits, like Ricei and Aleni, started an encounter that
will develop well beyond the limits in which it was experienced in
late Ming. China and Christianity continue 1o meet and to clash,
nevertheless they have never compietely separated. History has
shown to be stronger than any provisory cultural and linguistic
incompatibility. An encounter that was historically inevitable,

started under the sign of friendship.

We have delineated the general development of the presenta-
tion of Christ in China, from the beginning of the modern mis-
sion to the end of Ming. We concluded that Ricel adopted a strat-
egy where Christ was presented as the final conqguest of a person-
al journey in search of the religious truth. For this reason the
most important Christological mysteries were presented only to
those who decided to adhere to the new faith.

Aleni was the first who tried to give an answer to the sever-
al questions that the figure of Christ aroused among the friends
and adversaries of the Christian religion. He was one of the main
targets of the anti-Christian literature. He also was the first to
produce several treatises about the doctrine on Christ and an ex-
haustive account of His life according to the four Gospels.
Aleni’s teaching also offered instruments and elements for a
Christological spirituality.

This notable work was performed in the midst of many diffi-
culties, both cultural and pastoral. The success of his mission is
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proved by the witness of his contemporaries and by the legacy of

his Chinese Christian communities. His books were still pub-

lished in the 1930s.
In the 1630s, when Aleni was in the golden period of his

mission, the missionaries had been in China only 5¢ wvears. In

such a short period of time, the Jesuits, thanks principally 1o

Ricei and Alent, were ahle tg establish Christian communities in

China.
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ABSTRACT

Poems to Giulio Aleni by Scholars in Central Fujian 1s a
hand-written mannual, the only copy of which can be found in
the Chinese Catalog No. 7066 in the Natinal Library of Paris
(BNP). There are 84 poems in the book composed by 71 Chinese
scholars. This survey presents a study of the creation and edit-
ting of these poems and their historical background. Special ef-
forts are made on the seven aspects of the contents of the poems
the relation and friendship between Giulio Aleni and the scholars
of central Fujian Province; their nnderstanding and explanation
of Christianity; their respect for and comments on Giulio Aleni;
the influence of Christianity and the missionartes on the Chinese
literati and believers, including their reflection on their believing
experience; a praise of the contributions of the missionaries to
the social development in Fujian and its historical significance; a
praise of the contributions of the missionaries to the spread of-
science in China,

The study of the Poems proves extremely diffficult. It re-
quires not only a good knowledge of Christianity and the mission-
ary histories as well as a profound understanding of the classical
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Chinese language and poetics, but also the knowledge of the cul-
tural and literary background of the contempory life in Fujian.
This study has thus proved valuable against the insufficient

knowledge of the Western researchers for that reason.
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ABSTRACT

This paper presents a systematic survey of the study of the
Catholic missionary work in China in the late Ming and beginning
Qing Dynasties by the Chinese scholars in the 20th Century. The
first part of the paper is a general survey of the research results
of the Chinese scholars before 1949, The second part 1s a criti-
cism of the deliberate negligence and arbitary simplification of re-
search in mainfand China between 1948 and 1978. A case study 1s
attempted on the 1957 criticism of the Beljing University profes.
sor Zhu Qianzi’s book, The Influence of Chinese Thought on the
Furopean Culture, Professor Zhu's point was to evaluate objec-
tively the significance of the Jesuits in China and their contribu-
tions to the cultural exchanges between China and the Western
World, while Zhu’s opponents held that the Jesuits were carry-
ing out a well planned and organized invation under the orders of
the rulers of the colonial countries.

The third part presents the rescarch resulits since 1978,
which include over 60 books . 300 monograghs and 18 translated
books, A number of Christian Research Centers have been estab-
lished in the universities, which play an active role in interna-
tional academic research, especially in the field of regional histo-
ries of Catholism including such cases as Guilio Aleni in Fujian,

Martino Martini in Hangzhou, and the role Meccao played in the
107



cultural exchanges at the end of the Ming Dynasty, etc.

The last part of the paper offers several suggestions con-
cerrming the research work of the Jesuits coming to China, with a
focus on the collection, translation, editing and publication of
histarical records; also on the establishment of new research in-
stitutions with special research programs in, for instance, the re-
lation of Catholism with the lower social strata in the Ming and
Qing Dynasties, the situation of the lower social stratum believ-

ers, and the activities of other Christian organizations in China.
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Authors differ on points of interpretation: we briefly summarize
the mainstream view.
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study by Brian Morris, Anthropological Studies of Religion,
Cambridge University Press, 1987, Chapter Four, Religion and
Psychology.
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ferent in different aress of China, See Lingmu Mannan, editor,
Zhejiang minsu yanjiu ( Studies on Folklore in Zhejiang ).
Hangzhou: Zhejiang renmin chubanshe, 1991.

¥r Cyprian Aroud, La vie en mission: souvenirs, recits {Memaries
and stories from mission life), Vichy. Maison de Missionaire,

1936, pp. 187 —93.
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ABSTRACT

This paper presents a detailed survey of the initial introduc-
tion of Westorn culture into Japan through the activities of the
Jesuits and the Christiar and scientific works of such Late Ming
Dynasty Chinese literati as Xu Guangqgi, Li Zizhao, etc. Special
efforts are made to explore the original Japanese historical
records in order to reconstruct the roie of the Chinese scholarship
in the spread of Western culture in fapan.

The arrival of the Jesuit Francisco Xavier in Japan in 1543
marked the beginning of the introduction of Christianity in
Japan. The late 16th. ceutury was for Jzpan a period of civil war
between the powers of the dukes and princes. The warring peri-
od provided a favorable situation for the coming Christianity in
that quite a number of military generals were Christianized. In
1580, the missionary Alexander Valignao headed a famous con-
ference in Kyushu, at which a practical guideline for missionary
work in the local situation was established that provoked a dram-
matic development of Christianity in Japan. Missionaries claimed
to have set up over 200 schools and converted a million Japane-
ses. As was the same situation with the Chinese Late Ming Dy-
nasty, an extensive prohibition was then ordered by the Japanese
government on the spread of Christianity., The earliest prohibi-
tion was made by Toyotomi Hideyosht on May 8, 1587, The pro-
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hibition was twice reaffirmed in 1612 and 1613. In the following
year, deportations of the missionaries were ordered. In 1622,
over a hundred Christians were killed by the military government
(Shogunate). While the first Chinese anti-Christian event hap-
peneded in Nanjing in 1616 and the second in Shandong in 1622,
the Japanese events were a little earlier. Furthermore, the
Japanese events were caused by the government wheras the Chi-
nese events were only started by the conservative official Shen
Cui.

The Japanese of over three centuries ago had a good knowl-
edge of the Chinese language but nothing of the Wesrtern lan-
guages. Large quantities of printed Chinese books and other doc-
uments were shipped to Japan and distributed widely. Tian Xu
Chu Han, edited and printed by Li Zizhao in 1628, appeared the
next year in Japan. The first recorded “bock ban” took place in
1630 when “32 books by the European Matteo Ricei were
banned. ” This paper presents an exploration of the “book ban”at
four different times and a list of the banned books which includes
books of those by Matteo Ricci, Guilio Aleni, de Pantoja, Dias
Manuel and the Chinese Christian scholars Xu Guangqi, Liz-
izhao, Yang Tingyun and others. All these historical records

point to the significant role of Chinese works in the introduction

of Western culture in fapan.
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8

The Meaning of Christian Faith
in the Western Culture

Bruno Forte

If theclogy is not an aristocratic ‘love of wisdom’, like phi-
losophy could be, but much more a ‘wisdom of fove’, and effort
ta bring to word the experience of love received and given, as it
is narrated in the history of revelation, the object of theclogy is
the eternal love of the triune God, which has told itself to us in
Jesus Christ. And since this eternal Love 1s always greater than
each word that tries to express it, the theological word is always
provisional and wandering: a word that evokes and doesn’ cap-
ture, that provokes and doesn’t arrest, a knowledge that remains
‘cognitio vespertina’ —knowledge in the twilight of evening-and
is not yet ‘cognitio matutina’ —knowledge in the bright light of
the day. By adoring the silence of the Mystery and listening to
the eternal Word as it comes from the depth ¢ God i Jesus
Christ, theology brings to idea the experience, expressed by the
prayer of Soren Kierkegaard: €0 Lord, give us short sighted
eyes for everything that passes, but eves of full brightness for all
Your truth 3.
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I could say that my book on the Trinity is a witness of this
‘cognitio vespertina’, like a pilgrimage of thought and life into
the mystery, revealed and concealed. 1 would sketch this walk,
by dividing it in five fundamental steps, which I could call,

a) The exile of the Trinity and the pilgrimage to the Trini-
tarian homeland;

b} The icon of the West or the Cross as Trinitarian history
of God;

c) The icon of the East or the Resurrection as Trinitarian
histery of God;

d) The eternal history of Love or the Trinity as hisory;

e) Our history in the Trinity; the Holy Trinity as origin,
womb and homeland of history,

I will try to show briefly each one of these stages, and so to
give reason of my theological proposal starting from the combi-

nation of argumentation and narration of its contents.

a. The exile of the Trinity and the pilgrimage to the Trinitarian

homeland

By the expression ‘exile of the Trinity’ I would express the
simple fact that for many Christians the Holy Trinity remains an
abstract, heavenly theorem not concerning their life and their
death. Karl Rahner has once affirmed that, if the Trinity could
be eliminated, the majority of theological books would not be too
much modified and, what is worse, the life of Christians
wouldn’ change. And yet, we confess the Trinity as the central
mystery of our faith: all we do as Christians is done i the name
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of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. to their glory.
We could say that being a Christian means nothing else than say-
ing ‘Amen’ by our life to the two Trinitarian confessions; “In
the name of =" and “Glory be to the Father, to the Son and to
the Holy Spirit”. The exile of the Trinity from Christian life and
thought is therefore in deep contradiction with the confession of
faith. We must rediscover the Trinity as the heart of our heart,
the source and the goal of our earthly wandering. But how can
we cover this pilgrimage to the Trinitarian homeland? According
to what we said about revelation, there is only one way to fol-
low: to go there, where the Trinitarian face of God appeared tc
.us in the darknes of the Cross and in the Jight of the Resurrec-
tion. ¢If we want to know who God is, we have to kneel at the
icot of the Cross?} (J. Moltmzann). Only the silence of the Cross
and the light of Easter tell us which God is our God. Then, we

must come back to the original account of the faith--
b. The icon of the West or the Cross as Trinitarian history

The Cross 1s the place where God speaks in silence. Western
iconography has understood this fundamental truth; that is why
the Trinity was represented in western tradition through the
scene of the Cross, where the abandoned Son dies, while the
arms of the Father support the wood of the Cross and the dove of
the Spirit unites and separates at the same time the Abandoning
and the Abandcned of Good Friday. The most beautiful example
of this iconography could be found in the ‘Trinitda’ of Masaceio
at 5. Maria Novella in Florence! The theological idea supporting
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this icon of the West could be expressed by telling the Cross as
the Trinitarian history of God. We can follow this history in the
New Testament through the constant return of the term
napadidope, *to hand over’, “to deliver’. It is possible to distin-
guish two groups of deliveries: the human deliveries of the Son
of Manj and the Trinitarian delivery of the Son of god.

The first of human deliveries is the betrayal of Judas; ‘Then
Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief
priests in order to hand Jesus over (wapadoe) to them. ' (Mk 14;
10) It is the delivery of the “unfaithful love”: ‘Judas, is it with
a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?.’ (Lk 22; 48). It
is the sad delivery of the not heloved love:- The second of the
human deliveries is the judgment of the Sanhedrin: ‘As soon zs
it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the el-
ders and the scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus,
led him away, and handed him over (napedwxay) to Pilate. ’ (Mk
15: 1) It is the delivery of the representatives of the Law, who
hand Jesus over to the power of this world as a blasphemer. The
third of the human deliveries is the condemnation of Pilate: ‘Af-
ter flogging Jesus, he handed him over (mopeduwiey) to be cruci-
fied. > (Mk 15;15) It is the delivery of the representative of Cae-
sar, who condemns Jesus to death as a political subversive.

If the history of the passion ended here, we should not con-
tinue talking about it. The death of Jesus would be the ump-
steenth end of an innocent who dies under the weight of the
world’s injustice. If we do continue to speak and te think about
this history of suffering. it is because besides these human deliv-
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eries, there are the divine deliveries of the Cross. The first one is
the sell-delivery of the Son: Ireely, without being forced, Jesus
hands himself over for us. It is the message of Paul: ‘It is no
fonger T who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life 1
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave himself {(mapadorvrol) for me.’ (Gal 2: 20), ‘Live in
love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up (wepedaxcev) for us,
a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.’ (Eph 5: 2) The Cross
is the history of the Son who suffers and dies for us; ‘Christ re-
deemed us from rhe curse of the law by becoming a curse for us
—for it is written, “Cursed is everyong who hangs on a tree. ™’
(Gal 3; 13>

But the Cross i1s also the history of the pain of God, the Fa-
ther; he has delivered his Scn for us — he, who ‘did not with-
hold his own Son, but handed him over (mapeSwrey) for the all of
us’ (Rom 8: 32). ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, so that whoever believes in him may not perish but
may have eternal life. > (Jn 3:16) The Cross, history of the Son,
is history too of God the Father: (God suffers for ust Of course,
he doesn™ suffer a passive pain, sign of limit or imperfection; he
suffers the active pain of love, the pain of he who gives his life
for his friends: *No one has greater love than this, to lay down
one’s life for one's friends. ? (Jn 15; 13) The mystery of the pain
of God, the divine suffering of which Pope John Paul I has
taught in his encyclical on the Holy Spiritl1] — precisely by
speaking of the theology of the deliveries of the Son — is the
pain of love, sign of the supreme capacity of God to love and to
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give us his life. ‘The Father is not impassible«« He suffers by
love. 7{2] The death on the Cross is in this sense not the death of
God, but the death “in” God[3], the event of love without end,
where the Trinitarian heart of God is revealed to us.

And the Spirit? Which is his place in the Trinitarian delivery
of the Cross? Jesus ‘bowed his head and gave up (mwapedwrey) his
spirit” (Jn 19: 30), the Gospel tells us. The Spirit is not zbsent
in the hour of the death “in” God. According to the biblical tra-
dition, the presence of the Spirit is sign of the time of teconcilia-
tion; his absence is sign of the time of exile. One could establish
an equation: presence of the Spirit equals reconciliation, home-
land (cf. the prophecies of the Spirit: Ez 36: 27; Joel 3. 18;
etc. ), absence of the Spirit equals exile. Delivering over his spir-
it, Jesus enters the exile of sinners, he becomes companion of
the godless, accursed with the accursed by God. He descends to
the dead, he breaks down the barrier of hostility that kept us a-
part (cf. Eph 2:16), making the strangers familiar ro0 God. ‘For
our sake God made him who knew no sin to be sin, so that in
him we might become the rightcousness of God.” (2 Cor 5; 21)
The Cross is the event throught which the homeland comes into
exile: starting from the Cross we can say that there is no situa-
tion of sin or abandon that is not kept and redeemed by the com-
pany of the Abandoned of Good Friday.

History of the Father, who hands his Son over for us. of the
Son, who freely delivers himself to death for us, and of the Spir-
11 of divine pain and love, the Cross is Trinitarian history of
God; he who narrates the Cross, confesses the Trinity; he who
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adores the external Love of the Three for us, narrates the event

of the Cross---

¢. The Icon of the East or the resurrection as Trinitarian history
of God

But the Cross is not the last word of the good news: without
resurrection the Cross would be blind; without the Cross the res-
urrection would be void. The Trinitarian history of Easter is the
other side of the Trinitarian history of the Cross. This is the idea
that supports the eastern iconography of the Holy Trinity: three
angels, like those in the icon of Andrej Rublev, are sitting
around the table, where there is the paschal eup. Their circle is
open to welcome those who contemyplate the icon: the Trinity of-
ters itself in the paschal experience of the Lord’s supper. The
resurrection too is Trinitarian event, where the Trinity reveals
his heart.

According to the New Testament the resurrection is a Trini-
tarian event; Christ ‘was declared to be Son of God with power
according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead’
(Rom 1: 4). God the Father gives his Spirit to the Abandoned of
the Cross and reconciles him with himself. However, something
is new in this reconciliation of God with God. Giving the Spirit
to the Crucified, the Father gives it to all crucified in history, to
all godless, 1o all sinners and accursed: that’s why resurrection
is the good news, the hov: of the world, the sure promise that
the last word of history will not be dearh, pain and sin, but life,
joy and grace. The Resurrection overturns the victory of the
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Cross: if on the Cross the infidelity of love, the Law and the
power have overcome in the delivery of Judas, of the Sanhedrin
and of Pontius Pilate. through the Resurrection a new love is
made possible. “God’s love has been poured in our hearts
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. ’ (Rom 5: 5)
People are made free from the slavery of Law and power through
the gift of the grace and the liberty of the sons of God (ci. the
theotogy of the Law and of the Grace in Rom and Gal). The
Resurrection as a Trinitarian event is really the new beginning of
the world and of the life of those who believe. That’s why ‘if
Chrnist has not been raised, then ocur proclamation has been in

vain and your faith has been in vain’ (1 Cor 15. 14).
d. The eternal history of Love. Trinity as history

What does this Trinttarian history of Easter reveal to us of
God? Which is the face of the Three, revealed and concealed on
the Cross and through the Resurrection? Who 1s God the Father?
Who is the Son? And who is the Holy Spirit? According to the
paschal account (from which 1 always start 1o develop the reflec-
tions of my bock) the Father is he who always takes the initia-
tive in the paschal event: he has sent his Son for our sake, he
has handed him cver and given to him the Spirit of Resurrection.
So the Father reveals himself as the beginning without beginning
of love, the source of the divine life of eternal love, the pure gra-
turtousness in love. From ever he begun to love and for ever he
will love. The Father is not forced to love: he loves from the
fullness of love that he is ==+ He is the eternal Lover ( *Amans’)
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«s« The Son 1s who accepts in faithiu) obedience to be delivered
for us: if the Father is the eternal beginning in love, the Son is
the eternal acceptance of love, the pure gratitude that shows that
divine is not only to give, but alsc to receive. Gratitude also is
divine : to let oneself be loved is not less divine than to love. The
Son teaches us that where there is no gratitude, the gift is lost.
He is the eternal Beloved ( ‘Amatue’) of the eternal Lover- Fi-
nally., according to Western tradition the Holy Spirit in the His-
tory of Easter is revealed as the unity and the peace of the Lover
and the Beloved; he unites in love the Father and the Son, and is
therefore the source of unity, peace and reconciliation. Accord-
g to the contemplation of the East the Spirit 1s seen more as he
who opens the love of the Two; he is the ‘ecstasy’ of God, the
divine coming out, the eternal newness of the eternal love.
That’s why each new beginning of God’s action in history hap-
pens through the Spirit; creation, prophecy, incarnation, Pente-
cost+ Unity and liberty of eternal Love, the Spirit opens the
Church and the hearts to the surprises of God-+

Eternal Lover, eternal Beloved, eternal Unity and Liberty
in love; that’s the account of the Holy Trinity as the eternal his-
tory of love, the event of the love without beginning and without
end. “Very truly you see Trinity, if you see love’ — ‘Immo vera
vides Trinitatem, si caritatem vides. >14] We could say that the
Father is the eternal provenience of love; the Son is the eternal
coming of love; the Spirit is the future of the eternal love
( ‘*Herkunft® — ‘Ankunit” — *‘Zukunft’ Gottes): *‘They are
three; the Lover, the Beloved OJne and the Love’ — ‘Ecce tria
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sunt; amans, et quod amatur, et amor. * (51 God, 1the Holy Trini-
ty, 15 therefore Love, in the marvelous, mutual reiations of the
Three: ‘In this is love. not that we loved (God but that he toved
us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins- God
is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God

abides in them.” (1 Jn 4, 10, 18)

e. Our history in the Trinity:. the Holy Trinity as origin, wombh

and homeland of history

What does this Trinitarian history mean for us, for cur life,
for our history? I try to say it in my book — and to develop it in
other volumes of my Simbolica Ecclesiale — by following three
directions : the Holy Trinity is the ‘ornigin’, the adorable, tran-
scendent ‘womb’, and the ‘homeland’ or the ultimate goal of
history.

The Trinity 1s the origin of history: everything was created
by the Holy Trinity — by the Father, through the Son, in the
Holy Spirit. That is why the deepest structure of being is a
Trinitarian one: to be is to love, and the fulfilment of each being
is realized through love. We must develop the possibilities of a
“Trinitarian ontelogy’ 81, Love is the vocation of the world s the
image of God Trinity in us is not the solitude of a spirit without
love, but the fellowship of charity, the solidarity of life. Aren’t
the saints the marvellous examples of this vocation, realized ac-
cording to the mystery of the Trinitarian love? At the school of
the Holy Trinity we learn that we are made to love, and that
without love nothing has meaning or value---

241



The Trinity is the adorable, transcendent womb of history:
‘In him we live and move and have our being. * (Acts 17 28) As
well as the Son is in the bosom of the Father (cf. Jn 1: 18}, so
all what exists — created through the Son and for him — is in
the womb of the Trinitarian God: in the darkness of the womb,
we live of diving life, and with the eyes of faith we experience
the faithful presence of the eternal love. Through Baptism the
Trinity comes to live in us: the presence of the Father is signified
by charity, divine capacity to take the initiative in love, to begin
16 love. The faith in our life is the sign of the Son; in his obedi-
ence we learn to let ourselves be loved; with him and through
him we become children of the eternal Father. The sign of he
Spirit in us i1s hope: as the Holy Spirit unites and opens the love
of he eternal Lover and of the eternal beloved One, so he opens
our hearts 10 the future of God and unites our present 1o the
Word of the promise. Being a Christian means therefore nothing
else than heing alive 1y charity, faith and hope. The Church —
people of charity ; believing and hoping — is the living icon of the
Holy Trinity, -whose fraternal dialogue must be the image in time
of the eternal dialogue of the Threel7].

The Trinity is the ultimate goai of history, the true home-
land of our piigriimage: whoever believes in the Trinitarian God
knows that the lzst word of history is not death and pain, but
life and joy. All the waves of the sea of time do not go into noth-
ing, but they go to rest on the shore of the eternal Love of God.
That is why for Christians death is not the day of the end, but
the day of the birth ( *dies natalis’ }; we are born in God, toc con-
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template for ever the divine Face, in the dialogue without end of
the Three. At the school of the Trinity we rediscover our vaca-
tion, the depth of our present, the promise of our future. To en-
ter the silent mystery of he Holy Trinity makes us new and free
and give us the joy of the good news; to contemplate the Trini-
tarian God in the history of Easter helps us to give sense to our
humble present, anticipating in hope the glory of the coming
world. Even if the Trinity is not the answer to all our questions,
especially to the gquestions of the pain of the world, the God re-
vealed and hidden is the silent shrine of meaning, attained
through faith and hope and therefore always concealed for every
indiscrete or presumptuous investigation. In this Trinitarian
horizon we discover the truth of curselves and the identity of the
people of God, wandering from the Trinity to the Trinity in the
divine womb through the pilgrimage of the present time:«-

We want to adore the mystery, to be led in it by the Word
of God and the listening to the divine Silence. We must overcome
the separation between theology and spiritual experience ; theolo-
gy without spirituality is empty; spirituality without theology is
blind. We need to join thought and life, theological investigation
and experience of the Spirtt. That’s why. at the conclusion of
this reflection. we can introduce ourselves into a deeper contem-
plation of the divine mystery with the words of a witness of the
presence of the Trinity in our hearts and in our history, Eliza-
beth of the Trinity; “O my God, Trinity whom I adore, help me
to forget myself entirely that I may be established in You as still
and as peaceful as if my soul were already in eternity. May noth-

243



ing trouble my peace or make me leave You, O my Unchanging
One, but may each minute carry me further into the depths of
Your Mystery. Give peace to my soul; make it Your heaven,
Your beloved dwelling and Your resting place. May I never leave
You there alone but be wholly present, my faith wholly vigilant,
wholly adoring, and wholly surrendered to Your creative Action
=+ O my Three, my All, my Beatitude, infinite Solitude, Im-
mensity in which [ lose myself, I surrender myself to You as
Your prey. Bury Yourself in me that I may bury myself in You
until 1 depart to contemplate in Your light the abyss of Your

greatness. ” [8]

Notes ;

[1] Ci. Dominum et vivificantem, nn. 39 and 41.

L2] Origen, Homilia in Ezechielem, 6, 6.

[3] The distinction between the pain “in” God in a trinitarian meaning
and the pain “of” God is not always clear in modern theclogies of
the divine pain: cf. K. Kitamori, Theology of the Pain of God
(19486}, Richmond, 1965.

(41 Sant’ Agostinos % Trinitates 8, 8, 12.

[5] 1é., 8. 10, 14

[6] Ci. K. Hemmerle, Thesen zu einer trinttarischen Ontologie, Ein-
siedeln, 1576.

[7] Cf. B. Forte, The Churck icon of the Trinity, Boston, 1991, and
Id. s La Chiesa della Trinitd. Saggio sul mistero della Chiesa co-
muntone e missione, Milano, 1995,

[8] Elizabeth of the Trinity, O my Ged. Trinity whom I adore,
November 21, 1924,
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9

The Cosmic Optimism of the World Faiths

John Elick

Hindu cosmic optimism

The term Hindu was invented by foreigners-probably initial-
ly in the time of the Persian empercor Darius, who invaded India
in the mid-first millennium BCE, -to refer to the people of the
Indus valley in north west India, so that in effect the term simply
meant Indian. However the concept of Hinduism, as a religious
entity, is a modern western creation which has been exported to
and has become generally accepted within India. Some use the
term to cover all forms of religion originating in the sub-conti-
nent, including Buddhism, Jamism, and Sikhism, but most re-
strict it to those that revere the scriptures known as the Vedas;
and ] shall use the waord here in this latter sense.

However even in this more focused sense Hinduism is bewil-
deringly varied. It includes an immense collection of Sanscrit
scriptures; a wealth of sacred ritvals and sacrifices and cere-
monies dealing with every aspect and stage of life; a vast, rich
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¢nd colourful mythology; a wide variety of sometimes competing
philasophies; the worship of innumerable deities; the caste
structure of traditional Indian society; multitudes of hely men ,
ancient and modern-—— rishis, acharyas, gurus, mahatmas, yo-
gis. {ne recent writer has aptly likened Hinduism to an anctent
banvan tree: ‘from widespread branches [a banyan ] sends down
aerial roots, many of which in rime grow thick and strong to re-
semble individual tree-trunks, so that an ancient banyan looks
like an interconnected collection of trees and branches in which
the same {ife-sap flowse:+--<Like the tree, Hinduism is an ancient
collection of roots and branches, many indistinguishable one
from the other, macrocosmically polycentric, macrocosmically
one, sharing the same regenerative life-sap, with a temporal fo-
liage which covers most of recorded human history. L1

In early Vedic times the gods were very numerous, and over
the centuries sometimes coalesced or divided or changed their
character in ways that only mythological thicking permits. But
when the conception developed of the one ultimate. ineffable or
formless, reality referred to as Brahman, the gods were not ban-
ished. Even within the early Vedas it is said that ‘The Real
(sat) is one-sages name it variously’ (Rig-Veda 1, 164, 46),
later they were seen as manifestations of Brahman, and n the
non-or trans-personal understanding of Brahman in advaita
Vedanta a distinction is drawn between nirguna Brahman, Brah-
man without attributes, beyond the range of all human eoncepis,
and saguna Brahman, that same uliimate reality as humanly ex-
perienced as Iswara, deity, the realm of the gods. The Hindu
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bhakti tradition of fervent personal devotion ta a personal deity
eventually became dominated by the two great fipures of Shiva,
whose comic dance constitutes the ongoing life of the universe,
and Vishnu, with Rama and Krishna as gvatars or incarnations
of Vishnu. And most practicing Hindus today are either
Shaivites or Vaishnavites, depending usually on which part of
India they live in. But these two great deities are nct seen by ed-
ucated Hindus as rival claimants to ultimacy. Nor, again. is the
goddess who is so often joined with them and who is known un
der various names and forms-Kali, Durga, Lakshmi, etc.
These, together with the innumerable lesser gods, are all ween
as different forms of access to the ultimate reality of Brahman.
It is an almost universal theme of Hinduism that we are im-
mersed in samsara, the beginingless and endiess round of re-
births through which we live out ocur karma, which is the causal
eifect of our own mental and physical actions. The given circum-
stances of life, our genentic makeup, including our sex, our ba-
sic dispositions, our family, our caste (in India), and some of
the major events in our lives, are thought to result from our own
previcus lives. And the great aim of religion is to enable us to es-
cape from this round of samsara, and this from return to another
life of suffering-'fleeting and miserable’ , according to the Bha-
gavad (Gita (M, 15). Indeed. in spite of its many joys and plea-
sures. ordinary human life, considered as a totality, is seen as a
realm of dukkha-1t 1s unsatisfactory, defective. lacking the great
good that we sometimes glimpse. This is a virtually pan-Indian

outiook, expressed in Buddhism as well as Hinduism. Qur deep-
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est longing must be to transcend this process of dukbha. And
this is in fact possible. Within the samsaric process, although
our present position has resulted from our past karma, we never-
theless have a vital freedom to move spiritually either upwards or
downwards. Life pught, then, to be treated as an opportumty
for progress, particularly in view of the fact that, whilst there
are many other sphetres-heavens and hells, -it is only in human
embodiment that progress can occur., As Julius Lipner says of
the Hindu idea of spiritual evolution, ‘the teaching at [east en-
ables people to hope that they have a chance of improving their
lot, if not in this life then in some future existence, especially if
they feel weighed down by circumstances beyond their
controf”’ [2]. Further, there are ways of overcoming bad karma.
In the bhakti traditions of devotion to a personal deity it is often
believed that divine grace may release us from the grip of bad
karma. Again, there is sometimes the idea of a transfer of merit
to lessen another’ s accumulaied karmic debt. Yet sgain. the
commemorative rites for the dead are so important partly because
it 18 believed that they may free the departed from their had kar-
mA.

Within Hinduism, then, our existence is seen, btk in this
life and beyond it, as a journey, The sacred texts describe this
journey only for males; for like the other ancient texts (including
the Hebrew and Christian scriptures) they reflect the patriarchal
society of their time. But for men the four ideal stages are those
of the student, householder, ascetic, and finally mendicant re-
nouncer. (Jn a larger time scale our existence is also a journey, a
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joutney through many lives in which souls (jivas) are gradually
moving towards their final liberation. As we read in the Gita,
‘the man of discipline (yog:) makes a serious effort. He becomes
pure. After s number of births, perfected, he reaches the high-
est goal” (VI ,45). For although the cosmic process within which
jivas arise, live through many lives, and eventually artain libera-
tion, may itself be beginningiess and endless, the existence of a
given jiva, whether or not (as different Hindu scholars have
thought ) it has a beginning, its samsaric existence has an end.
This end, the highest goal, is differently conceived within the
non-theistic and theistic strands of Hindusim. According to the
great Hindu philosopher Shankara (about 700 CE) our surface
personality, or conscious ego, is only a fleeting material individ-
uation of the universal atman, which is ultimately identical with
the eternal Brahman. And so liberation from semsaera, both in
this life and beyond it, consists it realizing our identity with
Brahman. On the other hand, according to the great theistic
philosopher Ramanuja (11th century CE), the material universe,
including human selves, constitutes the ‘body” of God, and the
ultimate state lies within the eternal divine life-though such a
single sentence summary cannot do justice to his complex and
fascinating philosophy. In the minds of many Hindus the rich
mythology of the grear religious stories of the Makabharata,
which have moulded the imagination of the masses, overlaps and
intermingles with the philosophical speculations of the Upan-
i1shads and their great interpreters. But the point at the moment
1s that the ultimate state, whether identity with the infinite be-
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ing-consciousness-bliss of Brahman, or loving communion with
the infinite Person, is limitlessly good and desirable. Further the
ultimate state can begin to be experienced now. One who has
thus attained liberation (moksha) in this life, and is thus a jivan-
mukta, has transcended the ego point of view and lives in a uni-
versal benevolence; examples of such figures who are well
known in India include Sri Ramakrishna (who died in 18863,
Acharya Pranavananda (who died in 1941), Ramana Maharshi
{ who died in 1950), Paramahansa Yogananda {(who died in
1952), and Sai Baba (now living near Bangalore).

However we need to remember that there are many different
degrees of appropriation of any religious tradition, and that a
great deal of religious belief 1s, most of the time, more
‘notional’ than ‘real’. As Julius lipner says, whilst many
‘lock on moksha in one {orm or another as a desirable goal?®,
nevertheless ‘a great many Hindus do not actively expect or even
seek some post-mortem “salvation” or biberation. If at all, this
is a distant ideal. Religiously, they are more concerned just to
stay afloat as they continue life’ s journey over the hazardous wa-
ters of samsara. Health, recovery from illness, contentment, e-
conomic security, consolation in distress, offspring, success in
various ventures, protection from various dangers, possibly a
happy rebirth-these are the things that occupy their religious at-
tention’ +*And indeed is not this, with appropriate variations,
the outlock of ordinary religious believers within each of the
great traditions?

Nevertheless, to the degree that a Hindu really believes that
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the universe is as pictured in Hindu thought, she/he experiences
it m this way and is. perhaps falteringly, in a dispositional stata
appropriate to it. This is an acceptance and living out of one's
place in the whole vast scheme of things with its many levels of
existence and its many gods and goddesses. For Hinduism our
calling is to be faithful to our varying station and its duties as we
proceed through life after life. Concretely this has involved, for
millions of people through many centuries, a great variety of
moral obligations, ritual observances, and family duties and pro-
hibitions determined by their caste and stage of life.

How universal is Hinduism’s offer of moksha, liberation
from the ills of samsaric existence? There have been those who
held that the traditional Hindu wisdom applies only to Indians,
because only an Indian has a place within the caste system. But
the more philosophical forms of Hinduism have spread far and
wide in the west, particularly since the impact of Swami Viveke-
nanda at the World Parliament of Religions at Chicago in 1893.
And so today, as well as the temple and family religious obser-
vances of Indians who have migrated 10 Europe and North Amer-
ica, many Europeans and North Americans have been influenced
by Hindu ideas and methods of meditation. For them the mes-
sage of the Upanishads has a universal scope.

It is also the case that within the Hindu picture of the struc-
ture of the universe there are many hells as well as many heaven.
But these are not in the same category as the heaven and hell of
the weatern monotheisms. They are levels of existence on which
stvas (=souls) spend limited periods of time. But the ultimate
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state is eternal and is finally for all, whether as a union with
Brahman in which individual egoity has been entirely transcend-
ed, or as life within the life of God.

As a comprehensive conception of reality, then, expressed
in the scriptures and in the vast tradition of philosophical com-
mentary on the sacred texts, Hinduism is clearly a form of cos-

mic optimism.
The cosmic optimism of Judaism

Judaism is the religion of the Jewish people. Its cosmic opti-
mism-which is not of course a term within traditional Jewish dis-
course-consists in a special covenantal relationship between the
people and their God, and in a faith in the people’s future wel-
fare and ultimate fulfillment within the divine kingdoi,

The Jewish religious focus has always been on this present
life as lived in the presence of God. On the one hand, the God of
Israel has been active on earth, delivering his chosen pecple from
slavery in Egypt, leading them 1o a promised land, and sustain-
ing and disciplining them throughout their long history. On the
other hand, this God is alsc the lord of whole universe, beyond
our comprehension, For ‘tany thoughts aie not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, says the Lord’ (Isaiah 55; 8),
and ‘a thousand years in the sight are but as yesterday when it is
past’ (Psalm 90; 4). And yet again, this transcendent God 1s
close to his people in loving compassion: ‘For as the heavens are
high above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those
who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he
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remove our transgressions from us. As a father pities his chil-
dren, so the lLord pities those who fear him. For he knows our
frame, he remembers that we are dust. ’ (Psalm 103:11-13) Un-
til towards the end of the biblical period this divine presence was
thought of as assuring the continuity and fulfillment of the peo-
ple rather than of the individual. Individuals descended at death
into the darkness of a bloodless wraith-like existence of Sheol.
But during the last two centuries BCE the realization hegan to e-
merge that the fulfillment of God’ s good purpose for his peaple
must inciude the restoration of the righteous dead; and the no-
tion of the world to come ( ‘olam ka-ba’) became part of Jewish
thinking.

At first, in intertestamental and New Testament times, this
meant the resurrection of the dead. So in Daniel, around the
mid-second century BCE, it was prophesied that on the great day
‘many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake,
some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting con-
tempt’ (Daniel 12. 1-2). By New Testament times belief in the
future resurrection of the dead had become orthodox among the
Pharisees although not among the more conservative Sadducees.
I.ater, tn the post-biblical period, as the Jewish Diaspora became
part of the Graeco-Roman world, the very different idea of the
immortality of the soul entered Jewish discourse alongside the
older belief in resurrection. We perhaps see a mingling of the
two ideas in St Paul’ s concept of the spirituai body (sema preu-
maticon) in 1 Corinthians 15: 44.

Since biblical times Judaism has been the Judaism of the rab-
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bis. Many of them held the two strands of thought together in
the picture of the soul” s disembodied existence until its reunion
with the body at the final judgement. During the medieval cen-
turies there were debates about the nature of the rewards and
punishments to be expected, and the rabhinical imagination cre-
ated torments in hell as lurid as those of medieval Christendom.
But among the more philosophical rabbis there was a trend away
from bodily conceptions of heaven towards the idea of the immor-
tality of the soul, Maimonides, for example, said that fin the
world to come [distinguished from an earthly messianic age ] the
body and the flesh do not exist but only the souls of the righ-
teous alone’[4], There was also debate about the fate of non-
Jews, eventually settled in the Talmudic conclusion that ‘the
righteous of all nations have their place in the world to come”’.
But since the medieval period such eschatological questions have
ceased to be central either in the exegetical work or the spiritual
teachings of the rabbis. On the whole they have been content to
leave the world to come as something about which it is idle to
speculate.

The Jewish Kabbalistic mysticism which flourished in the
medieval period included elabarate theories about the life, or in-
deed lives, to come. Themes familiar in other mystical traditions
appeared in Jewish versions: the pre-existence of souls, their de-
scent into matter, and eventual return to the divine source
through a long process involving several reincarnations
{gilguiim}. Kabbalism has however faded out in the modern pe-
riod. Since the Enlightenment of the 17th and 18th centuries the
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conception of a larger existence of which his life is only a part
has been greatly weakened in western consciousness generally,
including western Jewish consciousness. Further, in more recent
times Jewish faith has found in the state of Israel a compelling
earthly focus which has drawn attention away from ideas of the
world te come. Orthodox Judaism retains the traditional resur-
rection belief in its liturgical life and faith, and Reform Judaism
retains a belief in the immortality of the soul; but these ideas
probably have about the same rather slight hold on the minds of
most educated Jews today as do equivalent ideas on the minds of
most non-fundamentalist Christians. Nevertheless, as a contem-
porary Reform rabbi writes, ‘Without the promise of Messianic
redemption, resurrection, and the eventual vindication of the
righteous in Paradise, Jews will face great difficulties reconciling
the belief in a providential God who watches over his chosen peo-
ple with the terrible events of modern Jewish history. If there is
no eschatological unfelding of a Divine drama in which Jewish
people will ultimately triumph, what hope can there be for the
Righteous of Israel 7’ £5] For whilst Jewish thinkers rightly revolt
against any playing down of the appalling horror and evil of the
Holocaust by the thought of the survival of the victims in the
world to come, it remains true for fudaism as for other traditions
that there can in the end be no theodicy without eschatology.
Putting 1t as a general proposition, rather than from a specifical-
ly Jewish point of view, we can only affirm the goodness of the
universe, having in mind not only the fortunate few but the en-
tire human race, if life continues in some way beyond its present
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earthly phase to an ultimate fulfillment. That there will be such
a fulfillment is traditional Jewish teaching; and his fulfillment
will include ‘the righteous of all nations”. And so. whilst Jew-
ish thinking is very naturally focused on the problems of the Jew-
ish community and its survival, Judaism is clearly in its basic

structure a form of cosmic optimism.

Buddhist cosmic optimism

[.ike Hinduism, Buddhism is not a single uniform entity, as
our modern western reifying name would suggest. It is history of
experience and thought launched in northern India some twenty-
five centuries ago by Gautama, the (or rather a) Boddha, and
developing since within different cultures to form a distinctive
family cf traditions. In its early centuries the Buddhist move-
ment was influenced by the pervasive ‘Hindu’ outlook of India.
although also reacting against some central aspects of it; for the
*uddha’s anatra reaching rejected the idea of an eternal unchang-
ing atman, and the Buddhist movement rejected the hierarchical
caste system of India. When Buddhism moved north, early in the
common era, the Mahayana Buddhism of China, Tibet, Korea,
Japan iook forms which are in some says different from the
southern Theravada Buddhism of Sri Lanka and south-east Asia.
Very roughly. the more world-denying ethos of India gave way
in China to a more world-affirming outlook-the two eventually
coalescing, it can be argued, in the startling discovery that nir-
vana and samsara are identical; that is to say, earthly life in its
full concrete particuiarity becomes nirvana in the experience of
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those who have transcended the ego point of view,

The terms enlightenment, liberation, awakening, nirvana,
sunyata ( ‘emptiness’ ), dharmakaya, and so on, have both psy-
chological and metaphysical connotations, Some westerners,
usually In reaction against the anthropomorphic conception of
God as a greatly magnified person, have responded eagerly to
Buddhism, seeing it as essentially a psychological technique for
attaining inner peace and serenity withaut involving any notion of
a transcendent reality, This particular western appropriation of
Buddhism parallels the contemporary non-or anti-realist versions
of Christianity mentioned earlier, according to which God is not
a transcendent (as well as immanent} reality but an imaginary
personification of cur human ideals. But, as will become evi-
dent, it is impossible to sustain such a picture of Buddhiam from
the Pali scriptures or from the understanding of most of those
who are deeply embedded in the Buddhist tradition.

The Buddha taught the evanescent character of the world as
a universal interdependent process of ceaseless change (pratitya
samutpada) in which each event in some degree conditicns and is
conditioned by every other in a vast mutual network. Everything
1s compounded of elements with a fleeting momentary existence:
and the appearance of solid enduring entities, including the hu-
man self, is in the end illusory. Indeed it is the deep realization
of this that can free us from the self-centered outlook that makes
our experience of life so often one of anxious craving. sorrow,
and jovlessness-in Buddhist terms dukbha.

The Pali nibbana (or in Sanscrit mirvana} means literally
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blowing out. as in the blowing out of a flame. This is not a sim-
ple ceasing to exist but the hlowing out, or destruction, of illu-
sion and its fruits: ‘The destruction of [ust, the destruction of
hatred, the destruction of illusion, friend, is called Nibbana’
(Samyutta Nikaya W, 250). This 1s not only an individual psy-
chological state, but a reflection in a particular momentary occa-
sion of the ultimate universal reality that is variously referred 10
as Nirvana, the Dharmakaya. Sunyata, the Buddha nature of the
uritverse, Thus nirvana is described in the Pali scriptures as an
eternal reality, ‘the unborn:-unageing+undecaying+-+undying--
stainless’ (Majjhima Nikaya I » 163). In a famous passage the
Buddha teaches, ‘Monks, there is a not-born., a not-become, a
not-made, a not-compounded. Monks, if that unhorn, not-be-
come, not-made, not-compounded were not, there would be ap-
parent no escape from this here that is born, become, made,
compounded.’ (Udana 80, 3). The contemporary Theravadin
scholar Narada Mahathera accordingly speaks of nirvana as ‘the
permanent, immortal, supramundane state which cannot be ex-
pressed by mundane terms’[6]. And Takeuchi Yoshinori. of the
Kyoto school of Zen philosophy. quotes with approval Friedrich
Heiler’ s words, ‘Nirvana is the equivalent of what Western
mysticism understands as the “Being of beings”, the supreme
and ane reality, the absolute, the divine-s«+-»Nirvana is the infi-
mite, the eternal, the uncreated, the quality-free, the ineffable,
the one and only, the highest, the supreme good, the best, the
good pure and simple’[7]. Again, Edward Conze, a leading
western authority, says that ‘Tt is assumed first of all [in Bud-
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dhism | that there is an ultimate reality, and secondly that there
is a point in ourselves at which we touch that ultimate reality.
The ultimate reality, also called Dharma, or Nirvana. is defined
as that which stands completely outside the sensory world of illu-
sion and ignorance, a world inextricably interwoven with craving
and greed. To get somehow to that ultimate reality is the
supremely worthwhile goal of the Buddhist life, The Buddhist
idea of ultimate reality is very much akin to the philosophical no-
tion of the “Absolute”, and not easily distinguished from the no-
tion of God among the more mystical theologians, like Dionystus
Areopagita and Eckart’ [8], However, as in Judaism, the {ocus of
Buddhist attention is upon the present life and indeed upon the
present moment. The Dharma is wholly practical, a way to lib-
eration. (Gautama said, ‘As the great ocean is saturated by only
one taste, the taste of salt, so this teaching and system 1s satu.
rated by only one taste, the taste of salvation. [i. e. liberation]’
(Vinaya Pitaka, Cullavagga %) Metaphysical speculations about
the ultimate structure of the universe are accordingly discouraged
as a distraction from the demanding and all-absorbing search for
enlightenment. Thus when asked whether the world is elernal or
not eternal, infinite or finite in space, whether mind and brain
are ar are not identical, and whether a fully enlightened one. a
Buddha, exists after bodily death, Gautama refused to answer,
saying that it is not necessary for liberation to know these
things. Such knowledge, he said, ‘is not connected with the
goal, is not fundamental t¢ Brahma-faring, and does not conduce

to turning away from, nor to dispassion, stopping, calming, su-
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per-knowledge, awakening nor to nibbana. ’ (Majjhima Nikaya
g, 431)

But it is important to realize that this exclusion of a
philosophising, because it can so easily become a substitute for
the spiritual quest, occurs within the context of the belief, con-
tinuously either affirmed or assumed, that the deepest aspect of
us progresses through many lives until Etﬂightenment/liberation/'
awakening is at lasi attained. Thus it is taken for granted that
the structure of the universe is such that human existence is
moving, on a vast time-scale, towards a limitlessly good fulfill-
ment. This is not thought of (as generally in western religion)
as the perfection of the individual self or community of selves,
but as a state lying beyond the range of our present conceptuali-
ties. And sc when a monk, Vaccha, asked Gautama where, in
what sphere, a Buddha arises after completing the long process
of rebirths, the Buddha says * “Arises”, Vaccha, does not

apply’, and the dialogue continues .

Well then, good Gotama, does he not arise?

‘Does not arise’ , Vaccha, does not apply.

Well then, good Gotama, does he both arise and not arise?
‘Both arises and Jdoes not arise’ , Vaccha, does not apply.
Well then, good Gotama, does he both arise and not srise?

‘Neither arises nor does not arise’ , Vaccha, does not ap-

ply.

Vaccha now expresses his bewilderment, and Gautama replies,
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“You ought to be at a loss, Vaccha, you ought to be bewildered.
For Vaccha, this dharma [in this case the nature of parinirvana.
final nirvana beyond the series of earthly lives | is deep, difficult
to see, difficult to understand, peaceful, excellent, beyond di-
alectics, subtle, intelligible to the wise. * (Majihima Nikaya 1 ,
487). It is state to which our present intellectual categories do
not apply. But it is not therefore nothing. Indeed the Buddha ex-
phicitly repudiated the idea eof annihilation: ‘There are some
recluses and brahmans who misrepresent me untruly, vainly,
falsely, not in accordance with fact, saying: “The recluse Gota-
ma is a mhilist, he lays down the cutting off, the destruction,
the disappearance of the existent entity. ” But as this monks, is
just what I am not, as this is just what T do not say, therefore
these worthy recluses and brahmans misrepresent me untruly.,
vainly, falsely. ’ (ibid., 1, 140) It is equally clear, however,
that whilst the Buddha did not teach a final non-existence, nei-
ther did he teach the immortality of the present self. The nirvan-
ic fulfillment of the human project lies beyond our earth-bound
conceptualities : *Freed from denotation by consciousness is the
Tathagata [ Buddha], Vaccha, he is deep, immeasurable, un-
fathomable as is the great ccean.” (Ibid. . I, 487).

Normative Buddhism, then, offers a picture of the universe
as structured towards the ultimate “nirvanization’ of all life.
Different schocls of thought hold either that enlightenment
{ satori) 15 possible in this life for all who seek it with all their
heart and mind, or in this life only for those who have already
approached it through many previous lives; that it occurs sud-
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denly and that it occurs in stages; that when it occurs it liberates
us frem the material world and that when it occurs it liberates us
for the material world. There is thus immense variety within the
Buddhist tradition.

Given this Buddhist world view, what is its correlative dis-
positional response? How are Buddhists taught to pursue enlight-
enment/liberation /awakening /nirvana? The Buddha teaches a
practical way to release from duktkha, the pervasive anxiety and
insecurity of ordinary human life as we encounter pain, sorrow,
grief, despair, frustration, sickness, aging, and death. Life has
for us this dukbha quality, he taught, because we experience the
world as centering upon ourselves. 1 experience everything in its
relation to me, as welcome or unwelcome. propitious or threat-
ening ., and as satisfying or frustrating my desires; and this way
of experiencing life creates a basic angst which is sometimes con-
scious and sometimes unconscious. And liberation is achieved by
transcending the ego point of view to participate in a more uni-
versal prespective,

There is, incidentally, an interesting analogy between the
role of the idea of the universal point of view in Buddhism and in
the Kantian ethic. According to Kant, morally right action is ac-
tion which is best, not in the private interests of the agent, but
from a universal and impartial point of view in which every indi-
vidual is valued equally as an end in himself or herself. This
point of view is achieved, according to Kant, by applying a ‘uni-
versalization’ criterion. We can say that Buddhism teaches the
inner spiritual attitude of which the Kantian ethic teaches the
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practical application.

The way to this inner spiritual attitude is the ‘Noble Eight-
{old Path”, which is both ethical and spiritual. Ethically it con-
sists in developing a universal compassion (karuna) and loving-
kindness (metta}. There are concrete steps to this. We are en-
joined to practice right speech-not lying or sfandering or mali-
ciously gossiping; right action-not stealing or acting dishonestly,
not taking life, not indulging in illegitimate sex; and right liveli-
hood-not earning ene’ s living in ways that harm others, such as
by dealing in armaments or in harmful drugs. Spiritually the way
to Enlightenment is that of prolonged meditation producing a re-
alization of the insubstantial and fleeting nature of the self and
leading to an eventual detachment from the ego point of view.
This is a transcendence both from egoity and to-and here there is
a variety of terms-enlightenment, liberation, awakening, nir-
vana, sunyata { ‘emptiness’), conscious participation in the
Dharmakaya or in the universal Buddha nature. (Swunvaiag is a
central Mahayana concept whose significance has been much dis-
cussed. | understand it to mean that the ultimate indescribabie
Dharmakaya is empty of everything that the human mind projects
in its activity of thinking, )

All who glimpse this state will seek it in this present life.
For *Above, beyond Nibbana’ s bliss, is naught’ (Therigatha
476) 3 and again ‘He that doth erush the great“l am” conceitthis,
even Lhis, is happiness supreme’ (U'dana I, 1). And in the
Dhammapada, a collection of the Buddha’ s saving which consti-
rutes a Theravada Buddhist Bible, there is a continual stress up-
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on the blessedness of approaching the nirvanic state now: ‘hap-
pily do we live without hate among the hateful --+happily do we
live without yearning among those who yearn -« happily the
peaceful live, giving up victory and defeat -+ there is no bliss
higher than Nibbana--Nibbana, bliss supreme-+-Nibbana is the
highest bliss«+«the taste of the joy of the Dhamma.’ (chap. 15)

And so, because the nirvanic state is limitlessly good, and is
open without restriction to everyone, the message of Buddhism is

clearly a form of cosmic optimism.
Christian cosmic optimism

The phrase ‘good news’, in a religious context, comes from
Christianity. After his forty days of solitude in the wilderness
“Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel [exangelion =
good news | of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand”’ (Mark 1: 14-5). And the Christian
message has been proclatmed, frist throughout the Roman em-
pire, and later throughout the world, as good news for all hu-
manity. It must however be added that during much of the me-
dieval perted, and in the theology of the Protestant Reformation,
and aiso within much of the contemporary fundamentalist move-
eent, the news has had a dark and threatening side to it. But I
shall neverthelzss declare my own Christian standpoint by treat-
ing the good news aspect as central and normative.

In jesus” teaching, so far as this can be discerned from the
four gospels-which were probably written between forty and sev-
enty years after his death-there is a very clear affirmation, ex-
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pressed in parable after parable, of the goodness and love of
God. Jesus spoke of God in two ways: he ts our heavenly Fa-
ther, whose attitude to us is like that of the father in the parabie
of the prodigal son in Luke 15, but at the same time he is also
like a stern judge separating the innocent from the guilty, as de-
picted in the parables of the worthy and unworthy servants, and
of sheep and the goats, in Matthew 25. Jesus' teaching is in fact
strongly ethical and practical. and addressed as it was to ordi-
nary sinful men and women, and included the fact that there are
consequences in the world t¢ come of what we do in this present
life. In St Paul’ s words, ‘God is not mocked, for whatever a
man sows, that he will also reap.” (Galations 6: 7> But in
Matthew 25 the criterion of judgment turns upon the doing of
God’s will, not upon religious professions: ‘Not everyone who
says to me “Lord, Lord”, shall enter the kingdom of heaven,
but he who does the will of my father who is in heaven. ’ (Matt.
7: 21} It therefore seems reasonable to think that if fesus had
lived longer, and the question had arisen whether the good news
of God’s kingdom was for the Gentiles as well as for his fellow
Jews, he would have given the affirmative answer that was later
taken by St Paul. Indeed there are several points within the
gospels at which Jesus already thinks in this way-the parable of
the good Samaritan, and the incidents with the woman of
Samaria and of the healing of the Roman centurian’s servant,
ending with the saying that many will come from east and west
and sit at table with Abraham. lsaac, and Jacob in the kingdom
of heaven (Matthew 8; 11).
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The first generation of Christians expected the early return
of Jesus in thessianic glory to judge the world on God” s behalf
and tc establish the divine rule on earth. Whether this expecta-
ticn goes back to Jesus himself is disputed among New Testa-
ment scholars. A number of sayings attributed to him clearly
teach the expectation of an imminent parousisa for exampie,
‘there are some atanding here who will not taste death before
they see that the kingdom of God has come with power” (Mark
9: 1). But questions have been raised about the authenticity of
these sayings (as indeed about that of very many others), and
we are left in a degree of uncertainty. But there if no uncertainty
about the expectations of the dominant wing of the early church,
Jed by 5t Paul. Writing around 50 CE Paul was emphatic that al-
though some of the Christian community had already died, ‘we
who are zlive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, shall
not precede those who have fallen asleep [i. e. died]’ (I Thess.
4: 15); and later he savs, ‘brethren, the appointed time has
grown very short. ” (1 Cor. 7: 29. See also Romans 13: 11-2; 1
Jor. 4:14 and 5:1-10; Phil. 1:19-26) But as the century contin-
ued, and the end was continually delayed, the second coming
was gradually displaced into the indefinite future, and the church
settled down within the realities of earthly history. It survived
sporadic but sometimes very severe houts of persecution, and in
the religious vacoum of the time became progressively estab-
lished from 313 CE as the religion of the Roman Empire. Within
this transition from a jewish eschatological sect to a world reli-
gion Jesus, already recognized retrospectively within the church
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as the expected messiah, was exalted to a divine status and even-
tually, in the fourth century, was declared to be the incarnation
of the second Person of a Divine Trinity. [%:

It seems clear that Jesus himself betieved in the rezlity of the
divine kingdom, whether as a future transformed earthly reality,
or as lying beyond this life and this world , or as both successive-
ly. It is also clear that he declared a future retribution for pre-
sents acts of cruelty, injustice, and inhumanity. But it is a mat-
ter of dispute whether he believed that this retribution consisted
in an eternal and therefore infinite punishment. Nearly all the
sayings which are cited in {favour of that interpretation refer to a
harsh but not to endless retribution bevend this life; and where
the word geonios (translated as ‘eternal’) it can equally well
mean for the period of this aeon or age. I believe that a strong
case can in fact be made for the view that Jesus did not specify
the eternity of hell, and have stated this case elsewherel121. Fur-
ther, there are a strong moral and religious argument against the
idea of eternal punishment. First, no finite human sin could just-
ly deserve an infinite retributicn. And second, such retribution
could never serve a good purpose-compatible with the limitless
love of God, -because being endless it could never lead to the
rescue of the sinner. But nevertheless the church has through
most of its history affirmed an eternal hell, and many have fol-
lowed St Augustine in his belief that the majority of human be-
ings are consigned to hellllll. And so it has to be acknowledged
that this teaching has clouded Christianity’ s character as good

news for all humanity.
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In the early centuries, and through the medieval era and the
Reformation period down to the European Enlightenment of the
17th and 18th centuries, the ideas of heaven and hell stirred
hopes and fears which affected the living of peoples’ lives. Posi-
tively, the idea of heaven linked the dead with the living, allevi-
ated grief by the thought of the departed in heaven and the
prospect