] VU R A7 A A 5 A Bl i S

BRMEE: IKXFPHIEEHNL

Keeping Distance Initiative and Giving up:Christian Culture
in Chinese Modern Literature

£z W bR

0 % 2001 %
Lo ke PEBEAARSCE
W77 A AR

N (| PR N O 74
W7 4 R HE

SEREIEl: 2 0 0 44F 4 A

HEBK « 2004



BRMESR: IKXERHEEHL

4. R
Tl BLEAARICE
Jila) s BUARSC A
Pl B HEIR

hOC L B EAE P E AR dOR A, HERAAEASCE S BT 20 L, PE
BUARSC A h AT A BB BRI R DQERZRIL, JFRONA T 3B B, AR AT
B SCIREF B2 o AU 02z A5 R AR T e, e I ) BB O AN R A ) 119
S

WL, ARSCN NI AP LG I AR, AT e i I s, EIAPEIE S
R ESCE IR E IR MRS . (A A B B, EH R, B BAET
B S IAFAE, WAEE . BRI, B A WA WS BB B, A 0.
PR B . it rp BRI 7 5 2 (S RIS VRIS 2, JEAE B A 0 — Rl AR S S
PLCFRY e B O TR o ARATTRI B, iR M G AR e
ARTFEEHEKM, XL MMEER], ARSI B O (AERAN TR Z08H, A
EZEE, HARIMLATC M B SR BU0 A R SR A, LN S, R MESAE
PR AR NFPDE BB E RS, W R EFRA TGRSR %, TAEE. Akt [
WM B E AP ORIFIE B s — /N MER — FEAENS [ LRI AR IS B A, ZAR HMEHRAE &1 0
WEPREEH R A& Al s AR R R, A i B R TG E RO TR 3 R P
SEREND

AV SOANAARENINE FX— B “ HEAT &7 BSOS, P S Rt R 5 1 (o fid
(EPT L FThRoR B MAPETS 5, BAT SR i BB AYE . ERFE I M, BUARSCEIE & FEA
WIERE T E R SO, s AR, JF d @ R AR E ) P 2, E AL
DA AT (I o A3 SC S B ACHS, HARMAA L RE A4 SCfom . SRR AU
MERRE A TSR A N, AME (EZ0 fTEEERET S 5L CGOA) e, b
HOAE i R R T A RESCRE S0, A3 WS BRRITETERTG, AR Edr R A 5B
WA firis e AR SCOIEE EOCON RN L, B XA W3 N SOAE [ S B v

AT ARTS 2R o el M ANE N WA B o0 O A oh ERE HESS e0r2Lah s dh b 0 O b ddedr 2



gl auuacve. Tl Ala

Major: modern and comtemporary literature
Field: modern literature

Tutor :professor Weilin Huang

Abstract: In China, Christianity has been propagated since a long time ago, but it has
never entered the world of literature. By the 20th century, there are a lot zealous concerns
and expressions about Christian culture in Chinese modern literature, and due to the
involvement of Christianity, modern literature has changed in significance and language
form. Is this change occurred in Chinese literature by itself, or because the Christianity is

not as it was?
By my exploration, I believe that this historical phenomenon in literature is not an

accident, but happens in a specific historical context. In the context of modernity,
Christianity is stated and expressed in Chinese literature at the time. In an overview of
modern literature works involving Christianity, I find that Christianity exists not only in
thoughts of Chinese, but also in churches and other objects. Christianity takes one form in
thoughts, also it takes the other form in real life. Mostly Chinese modern intellects express
the Christianity in thought,, they introduce Christianity as a foreign cultural knowledge,
taking that for granted, or use the knowledge rationally. In their works, a strong sense of
Christian thoughts are sent out in selection of themes, construction of ideas, adoption of
artful means, and in-building of bible stories. But displaying themes in Christianity and
using bible language do not imply that the authors have religious thoughts or they are
Christians. It is true that most authors select and approve Christian value rationally, but they
can not give up traditional cultural factors in emotion. Thus, in hesitating and maundering
they keep a distance from Christianity initiatively. A small portion of authors were intimate
with Christianity emotionally and christianized once, but they were not solid enough to
defense against outside political pressure and various allurements of historical philosophy.
Therefore they estranged from, even gave up their believing. Lu Xun and Cao Yu are

representatives of these two groups respectively.

It is pointed out in this paper that the “Keeping Distance Initiative and Giving Up”



history could not be treated separately, since history is also a structure of discourse. Behind
the objectivity indicated by history, there exists bright ideology nature. At certain time
period, modern literature circled its objective fields with discourse, set up a legal view, and
established unceasingly changing historical laws and regulations acting as rules to select
and discard its values. In the process of mutual interlocking and coexistence, traditional
culture view, collective unconsciousness, social authorities, individual desire and so on
added to a formidable field of force. Individual author consciously or unconsciously
participated in creation of history. Their works undertake self significance modeling and
being modeled, expressing in his words or being expressed in discourse of authorities, self
representing and being constrained by authorities at the same time. Taking Christianity as a
key in this thesis, by describing the change and improvement of works by Lu Xun and Cao
Yu to be more valuable, this thesis discloses “the historicity of texts ” and “the textuality
of histories ”, questions the “truth” in history, inquires about the significance authenticity
and value of historical literature, because the real significance of historical literature is

shown only in the process of questioning already known spirit.
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