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ABSTRACT

The study of Catholicism and its activities in Inner Mongolia is one of
the most important subjects in the study of the modemn history of Inner
Mongolia. The academic circles have learned different part of the situation
about the spreading of Catholicism in Inner Mongolia, especially learned its
aggression which carried on to the Inner Mongolia area in the course of its
spreading of Catholicism. However, very few people have paid attention to its
philanthropies carried on by the Catholicism in its spreading process. This
article attempts to use the theory and research technique of history, social a1d
religion, inquires into the Catholicism of the western part of Inner Mongolia
of this period, in order to demonstrate the complete picture of the
philanthropigs and the influences which were carried on by the Congregation
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary at the western part of Inner Mongolia after
the middle period of 19™ century. The full text was divided into five parts:

The first part was an introduction. It mainly expounded the general
situation of Catholicism and the Catholicism’s research situation in Inner
Mongolia.

The second part discussed the dissemination situation of the Catholicism
in the Inner Mongolian area.

The third part comprehensively elaborated the philanthropies carried on
by the Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary at the western part of
Inner Mongolia. These philanthropies mainly included catholic education,
medical enterprises, farming and forestry enterprises, famine relief and so on.
The fourth part mainly elaborated the influences of the philanthropies carried

on to the western part of Inner Mongolia. The Catholic church launched



missionary schools, church hospitals, and so on. The charitable activities have
brought abcut positive influence to the western part of Inner Mongolia in the
field of the modern education, the health, the animal husbandry development,
as well as the social convention improvement, Some reverent missionaries
were in line with disseminate the gospel to the local residents, hoped taking
God's blessing to the local residents. We should also see there were some
missionaries, whose goal was to expand the church influence. They took the
disastrous opportunities to win people. In renting and occupying the land they
exposed the agéression nature inevitably.

The fifth part was the end of this paper. It summarized that the
philanthropies and the social welfare measures have accelerated the Inner
Mongolian area’s modernization steps indirectly. However, some missionaries
took the aggression as a goal. Their activities have brought about some
unfavorable influence, even harms to the local people.

In brief, after the middle period of the 19" century, the influence of the
activities of the Immaculate Heart of Mary in the western part of Inner
Mongolia was very complicated. On one hand, the expansion of the
Catholicism is the continuation of the imperialism invasion to China. On the
other hand, its some charitable activities also met the social development need
of this area. We should utilize the historical materialism in our study and

research work.

KEY WORDS: After the middle period of 19" century,
Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary ,
The western part of Inner Mongolia ,

Philanthropy
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