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This is the collected works of the Sixth Sino-American
Symposium of Philosophy and Religious Studies focus on the topic
as “Science, Religion and Interface Dialogue”.

As a good academic tradition initiated by Philosophy
Department of Beijing University and its American counterpart in
1994, this is the sixth time that American and Chinese scholars
from the both sides of Pacific Ocean have joined together dialoguing
in academic level about the topics mutual interested. And, what
makes this Symposium special is that, thanks to the mediation and
the cooperation of the Department of Philosophy of Beijing
University as the previous Chinese host of this series academic
conference, it is the {irst time it was held outside Beijing in Xiamen.
It might be taken as a spatial or a geographic symbol for the
enlarging and deepening of our academic exchange activities,
meanwhile, let’s wish it a good omen indicating a bright future for
our forther academic exchangex.

All the papers collected here were f{irstly put forth in the
Xiamen Symposium and after that with more or less revisions, Mr.
Zhou jianzhang took on the translation works of Chinese version for
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the American scholais’ papers, they deal with the subject matter of
this time's conference, the dialogic relationship between Science and
Religion, from different aspects, at different levels and, certainly,
from diverse perspectives with the Eastern and Western horizons.
The authors were not only talking about the dialogue, they
constitute part of the dialogue themselves as well. Though this book
can not reflect the lively discussions and arguments occurred during
our three days meeting, going through all these theses which
following the same order of their presenting, however, a careful
reader will appreciate it as a works of Symphony.

As the organizers of “The Sixth Symposium of Sino-American
Philosophy and Religious Studies at Xiamen” and the editors of this
book, we were glad to have seen the holding and success of this
conference and been seeing today the publishing of the achievements
of our dialogues. On this occasion we would like to take this
opportunity to express our thanks to the Templeton Foundation for
its financial supporting to our conference and the publishing of this
book. For the people contributing to-the holding of this meeting at
Xiamen University, Philosophy Department and the Foreign Affair
Office, the leaders, the faculties and the students, we would also

like to express our deep thanks to them.

Zhou Jianzhang
Melville Y. Stewart
Kelly J. Clark
Xiamen University,
Xiamen, Fujian
June, 2001
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