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Abstract

As a major work by Liang Fa, the first Chinese religious minister, Good Words for
Exhorting the Age (or Good Advices for the World, Quanshi Liangyan) derives, but also
distinguishes itself from the Bible, and this thesis identifies this homological relation as
well as the dissimilarity between them, with the application of Gadamer’s hermencutics,
especially his definition of literature: linguistic hangovers and spiritual sciences are all
involved with the formation and forms of literature. Secondly the thesis focuses on
Liang’s exegeses, his ideographic interpretation, the leading feature of his explanation
and its causes and reasons. Finally the paper reveals the essence and the significance of
those exegeses.

The preface firstly sweeps over the historical bzickground of this topic and the
importance of Liang’s work in Chinese history, is followed by an overview on
researches of the same nature within and outside China, and affirms the aim and
significance of this research as to explore the ultimate source of the work under
discussion.

The Main Text:

Emphasizing the subjectivity, the first chapter reviews the relationship between
Liang Fa and the Bible in three aspects: his faith, his contact with and his attitudes to
the Bible. Secondly, the thesis offers a panorama in terms of its contents and ideological
elements, and finally, shifts to the formalistic side and delves the affiliation with, and its
differentiation from, the Bible.

Chapter two concentrates on Liang’s comprehensions and explanations of some
fundamental concepts, such as the nomenclature of God, trinity, existence, properties,
and so on. Liang also talks about the debaucher of mankind, its cause and effect, and
ascribes it to the theorem of “the origin of sin”. As for redemption and atonement, Liang

holds that human beings’ free will and divine favor are equally important. He believes
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that the present life and the doomed day, this world and the other, is coterminous, as
reflected in his opinions on Eternality, Judgment, the Divine Kingdom, and so on.

Chapter three is on Liang’s individualities in his biblical interpretation and the
reason and causes behind. The work bears tremendous ethical overtones and highly
moralized, and also religiously defensive and sacredly advocating. It is of much more
heterogeneity compared with the Western missionaries. His style is logically demonstra-
tive, and his language pursues candidness and placidity.

Chapter four: the significance of Liang’s Biblical exegeses from a hermeneutical
point of view. This concerns his factual contact with the Bible, his life experience, his
personality and his relative freedom in his interpretation, and examines the subjectivity
of Liang as a hermeneutical interpreter. Subsequently it analyses the double function of
tradition and prescience which affects the coincidence of the sight fields, and also
argues that Liang’s interpretive cxegeses is in essence a dialogue with the Bible
enquiring the meaning of human existence, and this is also double sides: for Liang, on
one hand, it exhibits a course of establishing a new-self of the interpreter, and for the
Bible, on the other, it exhibits a course of the realization of the Bible’s practical
contemporary meanings in China in the first half of 19the century.

In conclusion, the thesis approves Liang’s cultural choice of persisting on the
communication between China and the West in the course of his biblical interpretation,
and also the time’s and personal causes which contribute to such a choice. This thesis is
beneficial to understanding the fate of the Bible and Christianity in the Chinese
linguistic environment, and provides assistance to the balance between these different
cultures in at present when the cultural exchanges between China and other countries

becomes more frequent and more vigorous with each day.
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