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ABSTRACT

The Chinese Translation of the New Testament by Jean Basset (1662¢1707) and Johan Xu
(?41734) plays a significant role in the history of the translation of the Holy Scriptures into
Chinese. Jean Basset, a Catholic French missionary, sojourned from 1702 to 1707 in Sichuan
province where he collaborated with the new convert Johan Xu to translate several works, the
most significant of all being the translation of the New Testament into Chinese. This
translation has been preserved in two manuscripts seemingly handwritten by Johan Xu
himself. In contrast with the version preserved in Rome, the manuscript preserved in
Cambridge does not contain the four Gospels, but only a single harmony of these Gospels

which, according to the testimony of Joachim de Martiliat, has been composed by Johan Xu.
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The elegant and simple literary style of these texts manifests the importance of the role played
by Johan Xu. The historical value of Basset E O E w Tr&hgldlion has been magnified by its
direct influence on the two first comprehensive Chinese translations of the entire Bible
accomplished respectively by Joshua Marshman (176841837) and Robert Morrison
(178241834). Through these two monumental worksOw ! EU U1 § pidnédfing @ntdiprise
has, to some degree, shaped the introduction of theological terms into Chinese literature.
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