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FROM BASSET AND XU TO MARSHMAN AND MORRISON:
ORIGIN, DIFFUSION AND INFLUENCE OF BASSET-XU’S
NEW TESTAMENT TRANSLATION

Yong Zhou
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1 ZH T. S. Foley, “Translating Biblical Texts into Chinese: The Pioneer Venture of the
Nestorian Missionaries,” The Bible Translator 59, no. 3 (2008), pp. 113-121.
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PEE2 » JREHEE R B BHEE RS o BEACTAT  RANM  NMEEAEEM
FEARAE (PR 40T - SRR AVEME A RS RIS - (B2 (BEEE) BIEHEE
REEHETT - — 7 » EAERBER K FHTHEEHEFEEE  5—J7H > t
EREESIEERHERTHIFE R FE - mEEET - (FHRLRBERFE - 5
PR ZCHEME T BEAR B L REAEE T BB AR AR IR TR
H o mEEHME MAFERES AR R E R EREM - EEEET
HFNEIR -

HRPEIZ 1% » I EE AR - ISRk (BEEL) 847 » BRAERE
EHBAVE RS HREREBITERER - BEL A RERA NI - H e
4% » B EIE 182 ( Robert Morrison, 1782-1834 ) B FE %S (Joshua Marshman,
1768-1837 ) WAflEFEEA » HHFREE R » R (& T ZER AL H AR - (H2 A4
iRt R R e A (EEL) » —HDKE (EE4X) SRRy
MR - M H “EEA" FEAANERREAVEIIM:  HFERINEE ST amiaEE
85 o

A TR EE R HECH » IR E IR AR GHrgY) A - KR
HRHES » R SISO DI () SRR
SHRERI I EE @A A (Jean Basset, 1662-1707) BLHLH T4

(?-1734) - R CRIRA LB MBIIIE “A - HREAR" WEHIKEE » DU RERR

ARG IS RS e P B (L 3 SRR B 2 » i
REL U BEAT IO DR CE AT B TIREAT MG R
“CRIEAT TG AT (O R MO
= EROHAMRESIE (EEEE) EE L Raysthfr -
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: R (. O. Zetzsche) % » ZESHIERE : (RIAALT CREHRY) - 5% - EISRLEH;E
2002) > H 13-14 - 22, Bayarjargal Garamtseren, "A History of Bible Translation in
Mongolian," The Bible Translator 60, no. 4 (2009), pp. 201-10.
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AHEA > 1662 FAEPEARES (Lyon) » B¥EREGHE LITER
(Seminary of Saint Sulpice ) > 21 FAIAFRIMERIN T EZE G (Société des
Missions Etrangéres de Paris, f§f M.E.P.) > 2 1685 4 3 H 3 H&EEFEaM
{85 - 1686 1F » I HFAAZRE (BEELE) EHE - %10 1689 4 B - I
ZEEEN o Ph1% o FHAEAT B R S (L - 1 1692 5 1693 FHE(L T EHIE
SRR AL - 1694 FERITASHIN > BIFEETHYEZES - 1695 FHfh » IX[EIEMN -
BRERINTEBGEEINAYES - 1701 412 A 20 H » G HA-#N I [1&EE > 1E
EAEVUJIEAME - 5 H ARG SIVERD N (rgy) SR -
HHAZEHEE F5METZ (Artus de Lionne, 1655-1713) Zdp » {225/
{=. (Francgois Martin de la Baluere, 1668-1715) » K FifiriE{#H &+ ( Vincentian,
JE Lazarist ) 8 °K5F (Luigi Antonio Appiani, 1663-1732) B2 K K (Johann
Miillener, 1673-1742) » [EIENAJI| - $REEREE % - BT - W2 e L5
HEE > AFVUIRE (RS HER) o HARIELRRS L CErEa s ElsEas
1702 4 4 FRENFERED « $E2E) [EEBRIA R - 8 - EWAHSCARA
RGBS EEENILE RS - RS TEHE A EE - LERBE AR
& o f 1703 4 > FIfir S (FERtaEEE =%/ D » kRIS EE - s
ERFE 02228 (Andreas Li, c. 1695-1774 » &2 BERINTEEE ) - A
‘PRSI AUEAL > MU IEEEBHE T - 1707 6 H - 1 ~ 2/
(LA E (B[R R = BFE B LEE N - HE HARBES EE - 12 A 11
HIRHIR BN » G4 45 B -
B H AL FEERAE - SRR T2 AREE =0 BRI EE X E
o IR EAM SR 1 Ry ARt B A B TR B B B - FE - B
A% SHA  HHABZ T EIRER (Johan Su?, ?-1734) - {REF1E 1704
ARG R - 20 HABFBIFHET » itaE - e MESESERE - B
BB - 0 HARHR » Rl BRGNS T3 (Patriarch
Charles-Thomas Maillard de Tournon, 1668-1710) H 37 fhZE - L% > &
HEEMmMRSEE Tt > BEE 1734 £ 8 A 14 HAH - HPHRELX > LamE

4 B H HABIMHRBEE R} » 2/ Francois Barriquand, "First Comprehensive Translation of
the New Testament in Chinese: Fr Jean Basset and the Scholar Xu", Verbum SVD 49, n. 1
(2008).

5 BRI SRR AR DURBINRIEARERE R ISR A AE > B {ELER
A RS -

6 HHABRERGECH&ETIL “Bosit iR - Sl HERIEEHEE - sHE2EE
FEMN - CERHPEAEERY Ny g V) HE B = Cia ) » HPRER: 2007 AFAVIEERSC 0 B
194 -

7 HHF MRS » LLJohan Su” BLFIRAET -

8 $#1% Antonio Sisto Rosso, Apostolic Legations to China of the eighteenth century, 1948, p.
407 » &k “tRRIE" o HERSEREH L (Luigi Antonio Appiani) &EEEES (HraE
SIEME) BWAKT  EUEE “REXR" - Kt “REX" RAgEsiEmnyL T
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Y (Stephanus Xu ) > 1726 FFAEEINEE - REF G - 0 HAMRER L
BT (REEHEERE) " (KHMLIRRE) WE - (RFEHEERE)
ERRTEZSMETENREEN4E > (KHLERIE) B ECuREERE » 225 -
HE] 1904 4F > PO AEE A EI Y NE - 2800 A RIEMENDAHE
F~ R ATHGHAVERE - SO 0 U RRESE - NEE G TR R RS
B HHAEYEHRE TiE 5" -

H HESAEEERAM DI RB S AR E B 1A 1702 F£ 8 KRR 1 59 HA(
B tE RS ) (Avis sur la Mission de Chine ) - HH » SF =8 rafdiamutk 7 >
HHSCER TR - R (BEAE) SRR S USRS E A SIS A R EA T T . L
B IR (GEE) Hrp B A > A ARG  ERIEHEEENVIILZ
B > sRECET R RIE” ((PEEEEHEE) > 8540 TE) - HHAAZEMHEEA
TRIREEE T THY GREEEEEE) » PlIREE G T (L) s -
A H AR RS SR —HEE SR - AN ESEARNYE - WEFIRE
FERRERT  (867) 0 REHSC (EEE) R HNREETHRE » MR
T EAGRE A M G T MR - BRI S mE M TR - W - &
MRER SRR » 1B phiO (R EE R B L ARG A I e 2 5 e A B =820 P R
b TS IBHEEE o T E A ERR S A BN T SRR - iR
DHE AR 12 LRSS,  E[ES A i ) 227 vh B L EE > 45 SRS i p i R S PR
DIAd > EREFHES o 0 HAERSEE AL & By RIS - Bl
EBCTIHIEIER » 58 P oGRS - 1 H A 588 RS BIERERAR
REMMHAETLIR 53t > RASRAEY (BE4K) AEMEESIER » R REM S (B
28) HYEIRIRE EE - SREEPIBCRIECE - BESSGN - HHREEE
(BEEC) R AHE KR - AR EERR D (GBE) i BEEg
SERARBAER” (854) -

HHREREE > EEUNESRE - BIUAEN  EEEE ST R
ETERA G MERE 2EHEES AL - il "HEEFEESRE ST
EUHEEEEM > MEENEZEFEHBRABaEZ EH - HA (ZL) A5
e EEENK > R BRI EREPESH (§77) - A HA DA FEEFE

LT

9 B CRFEZHEEMZE) » /R Ad Dudink, “Jean Basset M.E.P (1662-1707) and His
Catechetical Writings in Chinese: A Bibliographical Introduction”, in Staf Vloeberghs
(ed.), Patrick Taveirne, Ku Wei-ying and Rachel Lu Yan (co-eds), History of Catechesis in
China, Leuven Chinese Studies 18 (2008).

10 1705 4£.07 H 13 H » HHF-554#8 : Je m’'applique actuellement a la traduction du Nouveau
Testament en chinois. ]'en suis a la fin de Saint Jean. ]'ai été beaucoup aidé de ce lettré que je
vous mandai, dans mes précédentes lettres, consacré a I'Eglise. (A.M.E. 407, p. 560). A.M.E.

ks “Archives des Missions Etrangeres™ Bl “EEZZVNFEHGIEREE" WES -
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FHEFETRE (BEEK) @017 RS U G R MR BRI A A TR
WEEEOE A T REERME T - EERBEE DR (888) - B H
S BE EREE (LK) AT MIOIERNTTIE - EhaFPE R T AR
HIPEE SRR S - TH HEERY BRI - HRERNTFL
MBHIFEES - ISR te SR SEB IR E I R BIFEECC R R EE A
A FRENEE - MHETE - OHAEEM - (HEEAE) B (S FH)
HREBIRER o BB RENE AR (BELE)  FrblE L (BEK) HREZ
B - AHAD (B A T TR (Vulgata) B 5 RA (FELK)
FREETERHAET  TESEAMEE AT (889-90) - 1 HAEYE HEEF
A P EED () fTEANEG HETE  BEE TR EREAETE
BRITEZHY PR EE LR -

HHAREEL  BETEEE AR - R (B SEAREERGEE
T ARG AR (EELL) HTEAE (891) » (1 HFBARIVEHIE Y - BB &
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& - DHASNBRAAR I EEEAEN  (TEEGHLURE) BEER (LK)
HEEA  FHE B R T EE S P EB G 2 - S =R 50 A
(HER) - CRlEEE) - (188) DR (FEEES) - SR hEERE
DMESEBEM - A H ARG | (CGRIERSESE) 15:9 1 (MR IR LR
T Y GAEEEMER > ALUEERE T IR o 258 (BREE) AN
WhiE (8160) -
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1 FEEHSC (Lodovico Buglio, 1606-1682 ) » 1640 FEACAEVUJ[FA%: > ta@RELEHEL 1 78
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2006 & - H HHF-[F1%7E Jean-Baptiste Itcaina fH< » FRIEZHMIE (Le San
Diep) & CPTiRBLIVEEER - FEEESS RiEGVRrEZ8E (Biblioteca Casanatense )
RE—ERE Y 18 HACWITDA - 5% B FH R B B I & AR S EE - At
o B SE » B -RiEANEER (Cardinal Girolamo Casanate, 1620-1700) ffy
& SEEANBUG ALEVERE - iz B & 68 T ZUERE 17-18 AP AR
& BHREER > ARDHERRWIR - "HPAOHA (g SRR (4&R5%
2024 ) > DLRAHAEN ( RTEHZEHMZE) Wt - HE > FFED

(Abel-Rémusat, 1788-1832) 7 1811 FF &R AT EE S EHE (5 "BRES
) EEEEA TR SGER » 3BT © E4 Jean Basset ¢ 10

R E H ARG RIMMETE (Artus de Lionne) AYSENE - B ~ TRIANLIE

1704 FRAMAFIESNEY > 1705 4 7 H 13 HAEZEwEEaVERERI5eR - 1706 4 8
H 23 HAZFZ AT ENER AL 5E R - 1760 4 » Z2fsn# T (1 H FaY=4 T0E
“(BHA) REIHRRALT SRR 1 GFERE ) FIERE (B H
RANE) HVE—F 5 A8 > HPAMAY AT REEEBGETEREIITIE " “F
PEGVRHIA” EFEESIUE - (GHERERH)  IRREEUR (FRERAZT) ( Z
TBHIPRIFEAARAE" ) B—8 » HiEE B2 8 AR —2L -

S4h - HE 19 B4y - BRINTERGEES LEREA (0 HASEUH
KA - 1808 4F - fR{EHr F# (Mgr. Gabriel-Taurin Dufresse, 1750-1815) %3
B “FfIEERAAH AN (1) E5E (les Evangiles) JFA » Hip (s
ZhashiR AR FeAl/E R Bt ( Saint-Esprit) B - E{EFVARATEE
& “RESRTIAT -

212 @B ARBLRILHYIEETDA

2 BAREFETSOURRIE % > 2 AA5EE: (Eugenio Menegon) HYHRBHITZE © RIE4RIE
ERETR - HEPHEMUPE B ET AR e REEE £ 2 (Mgr. Charles Maigrot,
1652-1730) FrieEny 9 & > DUKJFEENEC A4 (Antoine Guigue, ? -1741 ) ¥ {FEZ
N EZE RN REASOR (4R5k 2273 > H AR (KFEHHEEE) -
AP - BHAR RIS Deus Wik KL R AR

)

13 Abel-Rémusat FYJFH SN2 LE: “11 elit été assez curieux d’établir un parallele suivi entre
I'Evangile de saint Marc [E55/0 iS5 EIRSLE 1811 EHAUNEF B 1ES] et celui
qui fait partie du Nouveau Testament traduit en chinois par J. Basset, en sept volumes,
qui est a la bibliotheque de la Congrégation de Propaganda fide.” (Mélanges Asiatiques, ou
Recueil de Morceaux de Critiqgue et de Mémoires relatifs aux Religions, aux Sciences, a
I'Histoire, et a la Géographie des Nations Orientales, pp. 12-13, 1825) - 1 A]£27% : Alexander
Wylie, “The Bible in China”, Chinese Researches, Shanghai, 1897, p. 96; Francois Bontinck:
La Lutte autour de la Liturgie Chinoise, Louvain, Editions Nauwelaerts, 1962, pp. 295-296;
Ad Dudink ([F].L)-

1 (ROEAR B S BRI ) > H 17-18 -
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BE o [LEShe > 1737 SR EIN B REIE A ERA G4 (John Hodgson junior ) 2%
Wo “KEMPIGEIIAR" HHEAMAE © “AYAREFRMEMHTE 26 1 1737
F 1738 F o JEEINEYD © eI A TR - 2R - 1 1739
9 AEl s B ES (Sir Hans Sloane, 1669-1753) " "HyjiA SE 28 27 E0FE
PWATENEERGEZ > WIEZDATHEB “SLEZ A" (Sloane
Manuscript) » ¢ 1753 ‘EAEEB N RIEHYIEE » dRots 3599 o (H B4 b7 & H EE
B RA > HE 1801 4F » A AT E AR « AT (William Moseley ) 57 -
CEHTHEEE N\ 2 HERE 0 EinEaEA A R R AR L E—m T o JE
7 HEENHEE > DSBS AREET - 1805 > FipkIrny ORI
22E/\ " (British and Foreign Bible Society > f&if# BFBS ) » £ H i R+ >
FBRETHZIVANTREN: - (B2 » REEZAGIIR > %A BB REK
E o R E LIEE ST > EE (RIDKEAR) 1Y > "FrLREHR R
fR - BE F o AlZ2RBHRER RS  AglREEE - BT 1945 4F > B
PR IRIEEFE SR ZEN H R - HIEEH HANER" -

RILHEDEEIOAR” - R S S F MR « 2 1964 4 > RS
BUENT HIMEI A KB E B "SRG A" - &OEE IR ERETD AR, K
ERYIEEOAR” BETE “RIfEIA" BIBTYA I “SIfEIb A" RA TR
P EE R JS -

“BIFBTOA” Bl “RIENFFIIAR" —RE DL (FHAERAE) ( "ZEARSE
BAAKRAE" ) F—EWE - HE “GIEIDAR" SRR RS EHH
EHEENEIOA > MBKUTETSEEK “52EEE"  (Gospel
Harmony ) » §EHEE “TUSEIERIDAREFNTEET 2GR - g4 DU
SRAE VB 148 - DAHRERAE S iR RSB B s » RS E o 2 R ARl — 0 e
F o "BIBA" BEE gRT DL (BEIEE) 1114 FR - AEEERES
BRAEEIVIEEAR - A& “BERCAS  MaalE AsBw LGS
EiRE) 1:11-13 4B A - BEE (G (BEIIES ) 1:5-56 » SLEERFREI TR
B O “8lEAR" B kA" ) e 7RSS EA - HTESERERY

15 JCREEE > ZERERE - (e ARBrh SCEE K E R ) » B8 > (EsEEE e > 2000 > H 19 - 52
ELFHETEE 2% 5% (Royal Society ) HIE & °

16 SHTEAAT G 7Y 1798 AR —EARMEPITRE - “TOEREEEROBE A D220 T Rk
FHfEHIVEES (550 7 o« (FIEAREIp S B ECEEE) » H19 -

17 EU: o

18 EU: o

19 B. H. Willeke, “The Chinese Biblical Manuscript in the British Museum”, The Catholic
Biblical Quarterly (U.S.A.) 7, 1945, pp. 450-453.



FEAE o AREE (BEEES) 1:18b-25a > :REANCAREHEE i/t “HE" &
o "EGER FEERURHNER D A RTVE B — L - fER S B R DU
i i (EEEE ) &ES0d% IR “IFRET IEFE - DURSER SRS - BB S - iR
Mp—# “S2F - “G2mEE ERETA TR - BEEK - SR
“EET o RFHRERAE RIS T R MGG -

‘G2mEEE EEGEET BEHREONE HIVZERRZREE —
HOSEEEAY HREREEC o DIFTtE S BYEEE - SRR AR E SR S PR SUE -
HRPASCN ARy - 138 "G4 NEREBLH AR R A S e d0faffig
FIEEIEIE - SRERE - MHENE By - 2

16 ~ 17 HHEAEBUN IR 7SS HRVIR S G2 - R EBRMAEB T =
" Ho o B e iEEEAEERT (Cornelius Jansen the Elder, 1510-1576 )
1) (FREZREZRS]) “RIMEETE (Antoine Arnauld, 1612-1694) (1 (tfEEEE L&
%) 7 BRTEMERALS » EEHSET Jean Gerson (1363-1429) iy
Monotessaron > Bernard Lamy (1640-1715) Y Concorde Evangélique L\ J; Le
Roux [ Concorde ou Harmonie Evangélique - FEZH 7 H - EFH WS T HIE S
(Johannes Calvin, 1509-1564 ) Y Harmonia ex Evangelistis tribus composita
Matthaeo, Marco & Luca > B e ( Martin Chemnitz, 1522-1586 ) HY Harmonia
quatuor Evangelistarum > Johannes Clericus (1657-1736 ) 1 Harmonia evangelica
LI John Lightfoot (1602-1675) 1 Harmonia quatuor Evangelistarum o {Hg >
“BIETVAR” BLEF P AR A BUN R AR SRR & R IR » H o &9
HERIER - L EIF—HE2AEHE 28 & - K2 - "8IfEAR" B
(GESEED ) B2 (Tatian, c. 120-180) HY (TUEpEZ &%) (Diatessaron)
— 5 28 B IE{EAARRREEER D A, -

213 CREGRTDAT B RIRETIAT HYFD

v 2HEEGHE: "BHA TSR GERIRIRENTE R 2o ) ZREREET o (R
SREBLBERE) > 2008 > 11 > 5 BILERIIAER - H 156-188 o {4 SCA {E BEHUEH e 42
HVESOETHEE - B 527 HREETTRHERE S -

2 Louis Ellies Du Pin 7£ Table Universelle des auteurs ecclésiastiques, Tome 4: Table Universelle
des Auteurs Hérétiques du XVI et XVlle siécle et de leurs ouvrages, A. Pralard, 1704, pp.
278-283 iRt —(ERF IS EAT H 8% - SO —EEGSFHIH K E Augustin Calmet #Y
Dictionnaire Historique, Critique, Chronologique, Géographique et Littéral de la Bible, Tome 1,
Paris, 1722, pp. 463-466.

2 Cornelius Jansen, Concordia Evangelica, Leuven, 1549 ; FEHRAE 275 (5 25 54 BTN 7 2415

( Andreas Osiander, 1498-1552 ) Hy4giE /7 A MM 4R
23 Antoine Arnauld, Historia et Concordia Evangelica, Paris, 1653.



G4 HMBEMAZTF? BTHIEE  ROIFEESE—ZRIIHVEE © Kl
MEWHEEL  FESURKEFKEE (USFE Ricd Institute for
Chinese-Western Cultural History ) /Y “EEEfEZ" (Malatesta Archives)
HEGERER RS IS HERE CREGNRIDAT K OCRIBT A A
Bk

FIa I L#<2”" (Joachim Enjobert de Martiliat, 1706-1755) H ZCHYzC &k
7o £ 1734 4 8 H 14 HAIERES IR AL EL 0 'BE
(B EHEEREREAS KRGS —HIUEENES2R - LES2AHSTE [BRA
Johann Miillener] E¥1IFE" (2HNHL) - "BEUBEEHAESAEH
REEwATdE - Hrp o YLOE” (O3 “faitdesatéte” ) HISEBHIREEHA
dRE T E2A G AP e A e - BRI T HEAEEUMN AR
RHdriE 7= —MoREE - —DEBIEE A Eddt g “E0E” wEy - HEl

“fait” (B “fM/4RE" ) BLEE&S T -

HZE 1734 4 AHAMECH 26 % - EFEE2EA FEARERFE
S5 BREGSANERZRCERE T HHRUE - BB T H e —EH A
BRSO - 22 - BE LAY HEERIE R E—HEH - R - (a8 R

“G4RT 0 HEANTREHERR P RESE AR 1707 A 0 {HIZ 0 R&Y 1720 4 - E R FE
PP S HOATRERY « HIY “REEGVRIDA" K “@IEI A" #EEK “Deus”
s T o IR 1707 AR ORI ME—RE S RE" o FrLGEE AR
TERSEEFLLH AR IEAVER - #EH “BIEIA" BAE 1707 55 EEE
FREVEAR - (HEE L BREZEILTH "B 1 K" K45 “Deus” - ¢
AIGERE 7 —F o F. Margiotti”WIFZEigH © B IFIZ 22 E R iz < 1E
Pl—E (EF 1760 /545 ) ZFH " —F&KHE “Deus” - Ft > "8G
POAT T HEE A B AR B I 2 A AR YRR R

HER EEIAVET AR SRR TR ViR - BEE TR IS HEL TSR - ME R
WEANFFTDAR” Bl “gifGTIAR” fEZE RO H AN FRERHERNS > A

“BIEE2A” W45 LIEERKE RN R HIVERR -

2 S ES Xu Ruohan (FR75F))

B EEEREE S R R EPISE  WEER AR AE R AR E LR EE =

2% 1734 FEEERY N EZEH) B 5 L SCE) AR - =X B2 EFEGHIE KRR E# (Johann
Miillener, 1673-1742) - 2 EZAE 1716 4£ 12 H 8 HEH -

27 AM.E. 434, 508 (1734410 B ) -

28 JF 5% ¢ 1l avait appris par ceeur tout le Nouveau Testament traduit; il en a méme fait de sa
téte une Concordance des quatre Evangélistes, qui est maintenant entre les mains de Mgr.
I"Evéque -

2 Fortunato Margiotti, Il cattolicismo nello Shansi dalle origini al 1738, Roma, Sinica

Franciscana, 1958, pp. 340-343.



22 CREGRREAT MM

B T T E-RIEVFF EBIRET D ARV G T M B TR 9T MR SR S
¥ > SERERI4RERRTE -

HRfik e &+ RO AERIEE B 12205 ( Louis Le Comte, 1655-1728 ), 1£ 1696
FEHRE (FEFRETE) (Nouveaux mémoires sur 1'état présent de la Chine )
Bt MREBEHSHRRET > BERSEE TR S DUEAE SR TR DL SGKEE
FH AR (BELE) sERCEMERY SO - EEMRMEI LIFCASER T B4
g2 1% iR AR RS EEEAS > FrLMI AL T G - 2570 (EE4E ) 2884
B BN IR EE AR > RofCREH - fHIbe & (5
) B HE TR G - MHEERNEEATZEEL ARSI (L)
HhEEE - (H RS 5" B » (AR » R ARIE RS - 5T 18 R -
HRfif &7 12 %% (Louis Antoine de Poirot, 1735-1813) A 4 Ea A & 43 BE4Y
SR 0 B (EEERL) » FHEERIFA (BB ) sHullE e a0y
JRAL :

BISE (AT 9 ) FERHCE - RS (BAT) AE - (BE) K
HEIEEL T - TERE S A S A SRS RS
NARBISTERTSE » ot (B WASTARS  FEMARE - 1
IR (BEAR) BASOARRE - EELUR - EEEEA T - BORR0A
i -

HERNE R e 2 E N FCSCEIERFEA] TR TSI AE A - s E
KR "R BFESCHI AL ERE  MAERTIT - N > BAE 18 gy
HHAMREWER (BELL) EFR I MEUEARITSER - IEN R ATE S
AHYEIER - 3 ~ TRATIE S HIREE TR A - TEIdE (1877-1927) E5 ¢ "R
ZEEE - ERERHLZ RS HA R ATy Z 55 S SRR > T G HA
B - TAHRNEEE  EAIIR Y T R E B -

20 1685 FFERINI H H AT —FEIE[E —FEAEEBART - AL -

B EHIIEZ - STKEE | CECEELGEANT) - H 14 - AR EENREE AJsh AN -
MR Er £FL N RERF (FEEE) SRpirh o0 FFEAHRERE VB - 281 25 AR IR
RafE o FEA > EEFESEE -
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ABSTRACT

The Chinese Translation of the New Testament by Jean Basset (1662-1707) and Johan Xu
(?-1734) plays a significant role in the history of the translation of the Holy Scriptures into
Chinese. Jean Basset, a Catholic French missionary, sojourned from 1702 to 1707 in Sichuan
province where he collaborated with the new convert Johan Xu to translate several works, the
most significant of all being the translation of the New Testament into Chinese. This
translation has been preserved in two manuscripts seemingly handwritten by Johan Xu
himself. In contrast with the version preserved in Rome, the manuscript preserved in
Cambridge does not contain the four Gospels, but only a single harmony of these Gospels

which, according to the testimony of Joachim de Martiliat, has been composed by Johan Xu.
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The elegant and simple literary style of these texts manifests the importance of the role played
by Johan Xu. The historical value of Basset and Xu’s translation has been magnified by its
direct influence on the two first comprehensive Chinese translations of the entire Bible
accomplished respectively by Joshua Marshman (1768-1837) and Robert Morrison
(1782-1834). Through these two monumental works, Basset and Xu’s pioneering enterprise
has, to some degree, shaped the introduction of theological terms into Chinese literature.
Many of the early similarities between Morrison and Marshman’s translations can be

explained by their common dependence on Basset and Xu'’s translation.
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... il avait appris par
ceeur tout le Nouveau Testament traduit; il en a méme fait de sa téte une

Concordance des 4 Evangélistes, qui est maintenant entre les mains de

Mr I’Evéque. ...
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fifgx 2 - B5F 1L (Joachim de Martiliat) HECHYS Ex
(1734 410 H » AM.E. 434 » F 508)

36



