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Abstract

“Incarnation” is the central doctrine of the Christianity, The meaning is that the
Son of God is incarnated to Jesus in order to save mankind from the sin in the world.
The contents of the proposition, inclading the Christ’s naissance, revival and the
sacrifice on the cross are the important materials in the West art. The whole life of
Jesus has been presented in the literature painting sculpture music play and movie.
Therefore “incarnation” has the close relationship with the aesthetic activities. We
research the aesthetic ingredients in the “Incarnation” and the aesthetic expression
about it in the works of art carefully and explain the relationship between the
Christianity and the aesthetic activities. It’s very important for the research about
Christian Aesthetic and the communication between the West culture and the Chinese
culture.

The dissertation made “incarnation” into belief culture and aesthetic the three
visual fields and saw about the relationship between the Christianity and the aesthetic
activities through link up with the myth, the image and the tragedy by the method of
hlstory, category and analysis about examples.

" The chapter 1 explains “incarnation” in the range of the Christian belicf. The
dissertation analyses the great ideas about “incamation” in the 2000 years and the
develop clue is appeared clearly. In order to explain the meaning of “incarnation”, the
dissertation illuminates its views from what is the Logos, who is Jesus, why to
incarnate, when and where the incarnation happened, gives prominence to the
synthesis, the contravention and the opening of the concept. Specially, the dissertation
explains the deference and the contact between the Logos in the ancient Greek
philosophy and the Logos in the Christianity.

The chapter 2 takes “incarnation” into the cultural field of vision. At first, the
dissertation researches its value of belief and the ethical and the aesthetic values based
on the ideas of Plato, Plotinus, Kant and Hegel. Secondly, it §tudics the criticism of
the “Incarnation” in the Biography of Jesus. A method of criticizing the Christianity in
the biographies of Jesus has been popular since the 19th century. It’s mostly because
the Christian doctrine about Incarnation emphasizes that there are both divinity and
humanity in Jesus. The bioglzaphieS of Jesus negate the divinity of Christ entirely with
the humanity of Jesus and reject Jesus is the. Son of God. But the writers of the
biographies have the different negative attitude to Jesus who is the incamation of God
in respect that they are in the different social condition and the different position of
the religion. .

The chapter 3 is the most important part in the dissertation. We scan the

“Incarnation” in the aesthetic visual angle, and discuss where the “incarnation”
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encounters with the aesthetic activities and how they encounter each other. In this
chapter, we study all kinds of relationship between the Christian faith and the
agsthetic activities round the “incarnation” from the same origin of them, to their
existent form, to their ultimate ideals about future.

At first, as a whole event, “incamation” includes many components from the
original myths and the magic ceremonies, with which the origin of the aesthetic
activities has close contact too. We catch hold of two clues, one is that the Christianity
changes the myth of incamnation with belief; the other is that the classic art works
rebuild it with aesthetic ideals, to study the origin relationship between the Christian
faith and the aesthetic activities. The Christian faith reinforced the holiness of the
myth; and the aesthetic activities freed the imagine from the practicality.

Secondly, although the “incarnation™ is a nonfigurative, doctrine, but it is
believed in by the Christians as the lively ' image of Jesus. As an image, the
“incarnation” let the belief and the aesthetic activities infiltrate each other. Image is
the medium to taste God for the Christians and is the headspring in aesthetic feeling in
the aesthetic activities. The dissertation analyses the different attitudes of the Christian
faith to the idols and the icons, and points out that the incamation of Jesus has the
same structure with the art images. The same structure makes the Christian Art
become a special aesthetic conformation.

At last, the final aim of the “incarnation” is to arouse the Christians to pursue an
ideal about redemption in the heaven, while the aesthetic activities also make people
to seek perfect world and happy life, thus the “incamation” is linked up with the
tragedy. The tragedy pursues the transcendent effect in mind through the negative
drop scene; the “incarnation” achieves the redemption for mankind in the sacrifice of
Jesus. The tragedy created a presumptive aesthetic circumstance for people to get the
transcendent experience, but the Christian belief pushes the hope of transcending the
miserable world into the heaven. The dissertation summarizes four factors of tragedy:
the tribulation, the resistive action, the negative finale and the latent interior
transcendence, and in light of them analyses the tragedy in the story of incarnation.

In short, there are many countacts between the Christian belief and the aesthetic
activities. Where they encounter, where is the most beautiful part of them. Christian
faith is to God, and aesthetic activities belong to mankind. The Christian belief gets
perfect form and sincere humanity from the aesthetic activities, and the aesthetic
factors weaken the superstition in belief. On the other hand, the aesthetic activities got
the attractive material have abundant significations and the eternal holy themes from
the Christian belief, and the devotional factors increase the dignity and profundity in
the aesthetic activities.

Keywords: incarnation  faith  aesthetic
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