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ABSTRACT

The close relationship between the Christian spirit and the western
tragic art is based on the tragic of the Christian spirit. The tragic is
refined from the content, the function and the expressive fashion of the
tragedies, which is showed as the reveaiment for the human living straits
and the transcendence from it. The concept about the tragic is bom of
the tragedies and is embodied concentratively in it.

The tragic of the Christian spirit is very profound. From the process
of formation and development of the Christian spirit, we can find that
the earty Christian spirit is born from the long miserable life of Hebrew.
Its concept about sin and punishment is a kind of knowledge about the
human action and misery embodied in the tragedies; Its concept about
love is transcendental because it makes people despise the misery. But
there is anything un-tragic in the early Christian spirit. The hope of
salvation got from Christianity can make the sense obtuse. The
transcendence changes into escapism easily. At the Middle Ages,
Christianity was transformed by power and desire. Due to the power of
Christianity, the Christian spirit lost transcendence completely. Without
the tragic, Christianity made lots of misery at the Middle Ages. The
Religious Reform Movement cured the Christian spirit and returned
belief to person, returned authority to Bible. People got acting and
thinking freedom. The Christian spirit became modernized, which wasn’t
obstacle of history progression but the strength to promote the society
development. There is the tragic heroism in the acting courage and
resisting spirit in the Religious Reform Movement. But the moder
Christian spirit pays less attention to the human misery.

There is the profound tragic in Bible, too. At first, the Bible’s basic
structure about “sin-salvation” is identical with the basic tragic content
about “suffering-transcendence”. The concept about original sin shows
the special understanding of Christianity about the miserable life. And
the saving-awareness expresses the eagerness and confidence to
transcend the misery. Second, the concept about love in Bible points out
a road of transcending the misery and purifying crime, which is tragic.
We know that the purifying function of the tragedies realizes through
two kinds of emotion — —mercy and dread. The love spirit in
Christianity have the factors of them. “God love human being” expresses
God’ mercy deeply. On the contrary, there is unlimited dread in love of
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people for God.

In short, there are all kinds of experience to the human tragic life in
the develop process of the Christian spirit. There are the tragic
experience to the misery, civil, struggle and sacrifice in the life and the
hope of transcendence.

The different times is, the ditferent Christian influence on the tragic
art is and the. different attitude of tragedies to the Christian spirit is.
After the brilliant of tragedies in the old Greece, the really great
tragedies disappeared at the Middle Ages. Which was changed in the
Renaissance. It is the beginning that the tragic art is in contact with the
Christian spirit. The tragedies in the Renaissance rebuild human dignity
and value with the Christian concept and help the Christian spirit at its
last gasp found the lost soul. From the 17" century to the 19" century,
the Christian spirit had become a kind of method to recognize the world,
and it had become the object recognized by people, too. The traditional
tragic art must confront the influence of the Christian spirit. Artists show
their suffering exploring experience about life and belief in their works.
The Christian spirit’ influence on the traditional tragic art is embodied
through two ways. At first, the tragic artists select the Christian material
directly to write their works. Secondly, the everlasting factors in the
Christian spirit, for example, the concept of sin and punishment, the
spirit of love, and the saving-awareness etc., become the theme of the
tragedies. The tragic art in the 20" century expresses suspicious and
negative feelings to reality. The modemn tragic art changes God into a
route, by which people can know themselves and the world they live. On
one hand, the Christian imago is used to criticize the reality by symbolic
method. On the other hand, the Christian imago is used as prototype to
express the modern Christian spirit.

We can’t neglect the Christian influence on our life and art forever,
In the process of pursuing ideal and creating beauty, the Christian spirit
will attract the western artists continuously; the information in Bible will
find its silhouette in the tragic art.
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