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ABSTRACT

The success, which social anthropology makes in village studies, makes me realize
that if the sociology research of China wants to make some break-through in the new
century, it must launch extensive indigenized field study actively while introducing and
digesting foreign theories in order to examine the suitability and validity of various
available sociological theories. Furthermore, due to the rural nature of Chinese society,
the target of field study should mainly choose rural communities that maintain rural
characteristic and traditional culture better.

This article is an empirical research report, which is based on my field survey of a
religion village, that is, Huzhuang Village that is at my hometown, Pingyin County in
Shandong Province by means of field work method.

Huzhuang Village is a religion village with a long history. In the past 400 years,
The Catholicism culture, which represents western culture, has taken root, sprouted,
grown up and extended at Huzhuang Village. During this period, Huzhuang Village has
vet kept the traditional faith in Catholicism passing on from generation to generation
intact even to this day, although there has been influence of" great tradition" of Chinese
culture, the village’s being transformed by national administrative strength, and conflict
and blending of plural culture. I think, the field research of such a typical religion
village and examination of this village’s histories of social and cultural change by
means of combining sociological grand theories related to social change and the
thoroughgoing and painstaking field work method of social anthropology, will make us
understand deeply the passing on and transmutation of community cultural tradition
under the big background, and thus make us grasp better the conflict and integration of
plural culture since the modern times, the interactive relation between country and
society as well as that between secularity and religion, and make us reflect on relevant
theories.

Apart from the preface, this article is composed of five chapters, which are as
follows: “generalization of village research and religion study”, “general situation of
Huzhuang Village”, “Huzhuang Village's course and culture changes of village”,
“Huzhﬁang Village’s present life and social relationships” and “discussion and
revelation”.

The preface expounds my research purport, namely the origin of my academic
interests in village studies and religion studies and the reason of my choosing Huzhuang
Village as the site of my field work. It also introduces the research method that this
research adopts.

In Chapter 1, I introduce the general theories of village studies and religion
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studics related to this research briefly, and the basic situation of Catholicism’s
development in the west and its indigenous development in our country.

In Chapter 2, T introduce the social background, the organization of Catholicism
village and basic operational conditions of Huzhuang Village where T carried on the
field work from four respects such as geographical position, population and economy,
social organization and Catholicism faith.

In Chapter 3, I, in terms of the dischronism angle, describe Huzhuang Village's
social change and the history of formation and gradual progress of the small tradition of
Huzhuang Village’s Catholicism culture in the past 400 years with the founding of
Huzhuang Village in 1604 as the starting point. 1 also illuminate the situation of plural
culture’s conflict and mergence under the community background, and touch upon the
national strength’s gradual involvement in community life in the course of Huzhuang
Village.

In Chapter 4, I describe the daily life, religion life and domestic and foreign social
relationships of current Huzhuang Village in terms of the synchronism angle, and
demonstrate Huzhuang Village’s life scene under the situation of plural culture’s
mergence. I also use the observed micro examples, and prove ulteriorly Huzhuang
Village's tradition’s feature of combining Chinese and Western culture.

In Chapter 5, I probe into three related theoretical questions such as the conflict
and mergence of plural culture, the relation between country and society, and
modermization and rehgion’s seculanty. It 1s demonstrated that the village’s “small
tradition" of Catholicism faith in Huzhuang Village results from unceasing mergence of
various kinds of cultural traditions during their mutual conflicting and adjusting under
the persistent influences of "great tradition” and local regional culture, and thus it is

demonstrated that the " great tradition" of Chinese culture has enormous forgiving
nature and digesting ability in the situation of plural culture’s coupling. Huzhuang
Village’s village course—from cultural tradition’s being relatively independent in the
village during the period of Ming and Qing Dynasties to national strength’s involvement
in community life during the period of Republic of China to various kinds of national
policies’ being strongly pushed in communities which is safeguarded by administrative
power after People’s Republic of China was founded—and the developmental orbit in
the past 400 years have proved the developmental venation of the relationship between
country and social relation in China under the expression of different discourses. Finally,
[ analyze some secularized developmental trends demonstrated by Catholicism culture

in Huzhuang Village under the impact of modernization and market economy,

Key words: Catholicism, Village Studies, Social Change, Plural Culture,
Country and Society
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