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Abstract

Religions have been prevailing in the city of Wuzhong, Ningxia Hui
Autonomous Region. On account of its higher percentiage, the population of
believers has exerted noticeable influence on the local politics, economy and
culture. Other than Islam, Buddhism, Taoism, Catholicism and Christianity
respectively has found their place in Wuzhong, making it a central area of
minority migration in northwest China in the history, hence a historical setting
for the multi-cultural mingling of various minorities and religions. The
traditional residing pattern in Wuzhong is characterized by the mixture of the
Han with the minoritics, resulting in the peaceful coexistence of the multiple
religious cultures. This naturally stabilizes the inter-nationality relationships in a
muti-nationality area and has contributed to and promoted the regional
prosperity. Of all areas in Ningxia, Wuzhong has the highest density of Hui
population formed since the birth of the Hui, and consequently Islam grew to be
the dominant religion there. Nevertheless, Buddhism and Taoism still have
far-ranging impact on Islam. Despite the distinct confines between the
traditional religious cultures, the humanitarian spirit they contain is the same. In
China, the construction of the harmonious society must not neglect the
participation and support of the minorities. Further, the minority cultures tightly
intertwined with religions are extremely indispensable to the social development
in the minority areas. Therefore, comprehension of different religious cultures
and respect for different religious customs are the essentials for Wuzhong to
construct a harmonious society.

Affluent in implications, religions have manifold expressions in forms.
Consider a religion as a culture and conduct a multi-layer, all-around study on it
from different perspectives, the religious issues concerned will be elucidated
more comprehensively and exactly. The value and meaning of religious belief

lies not merely in its function as a spiritual refuge, but the guidance and conduct
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code it provides for the believers to handle the problems arising in their daily
lives. This thesis takes the Hui and Islam in Wuzhong as the research object, and
based on the investigation on the Hui culture identity, religious conduct, rituals,
and customs, holds that the Hui Islamic culture has far-reaching influence on
Muslims in Wuzhong. The religious organizational system constituted by
mosques, the Daotang, the Gongbei and clergy has been functioning in steering
belief, unifying value and formulating regulations. Quantities of data based on
field research illustrate that, by way of positively participating in, and to a
certain extent, maintaining the morality and cultures of modern society, religions
have been influencing the individuals and the society extensively.

In the northwest minority areas, the construction of harmonious
inter-nationality and inter-religion relationships shall be relied on the interaction
of the established political, economic, cultural and inter-nationality relationships.
Particularly in the social transformational phase when new social contradictions
emerge continually, it is excessively significant to recognize and utilize the
religious and cultural resources of the minorities in the west for the purpose of
constructing the multiple and balanceable religious and cultural ecology. In
Wuzhong, owing to the larger Hui population and its extent of assembling living,
the religious attribute of the Hui nationality is strikingly remarkable. In
consequence, Islam is the core of its cultural system and has a stronger social
impact. Regarding the harmonious development of the Hui Islamic culture and
the modem society, how to achieve the transformation of the traditional religious
culture to the modern one is critical. It concerns not only the combination of the
Islamic ideology with the modern social thoughts, but also the proper handling
of the harmonious relationship between Islam and the present political,
economical and cultural situations. Through the positively lasting impact cast on
the society, the Islamic culture will incarnate its own value.

At present, since the modernization, industrialization and urbanization in
minority areas evolve fast, the minority religious cultures are facing the double

problems: adjustment and development. In devising the development of the
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religious culture, how to adjust it to the society must be taken into account, i.e.,
it should be associated with the modem cultural environment to be consistent
with the time and develop with the needs of the present scientific, technological,
substantial, cultural and educational developments. Only in this way it will
adjust itself to the society and provide people with more cultural choices. In
retrospect, many positive factors can be found in religious doctrines and cultural
traditions. It is advisable to motivate these factors and probe into their social
functions in terms of ultimate care, emotional consolation, moralizing,
self-discipline and cultural communication, so as to promote the functions
religion operates in the largest extent, serve the society better and provide more
value resources for the construction of the harmonious society. In Wuzhong, the
development of the modernization and urbanization has given an impetus to
Islam and the Hui’s adjustment to modern society. Changes and new trends
regarding the Hui’s cultural functions have emerged. Specifically, the single
religious activities tend to be multi-cultural services. The Hui Islam has been
playing an increasingly important part in the modern city orientation and
development of Wuzhong.

In present Chinese society, religions work is an integral part in constructing
harmonious society and it is critical to social stability, national solidarity,
economical development and social advancement. To the minorities like the Hui
with the coincidence of the nationality and its religion, the latter is the belief
located in a central position in its culture with immense spiritual force,
functioning as a cultural power that maintains national solidarity and social
order. Moreover, it serves as a power that promotes national and social progress
as well as cultural resources._Undoubtedly, the harmonization of nationalities
and religions can promote national solidarity and social development. Contrarily,
it will be translated into a disadvantaging factor that can damage the national
solidarity and affect the social stability. Whether the religious management can
handle the contradictions or issues aroused by minorities or religions, therefore,

is the prerequisite. Well-handled, harmonious development of both religions and
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society will be definitely promoted.

In recent years, all the Communist Party committees in Wuzhong have
strengthened the management of the religious work and made remarkable
achievements in handling the issues concemning the minorities and religions. By
carrying through the Religious Belief Freedom Policy formulated by the party,
they actively direct the religions to adjust themselves to the socialist society;
hence the promotion of social harmonization via religious harmonization. The
relevant Wuzhong managements take the principle “respecting, directing,
protecting and serving” as the start point to fulfill religious work, which is
advantageous to the harmonious socialist society construction. Accordingly, it is
practical to summarize and promote the religious work experience gathered in
Wuzhong.

To boil down, further studying the issues respecting minorities and
religions in the west regions with Wuzhong as a typical case is, theoretically and
practically, of special significance in strengthening the national solidarity,
promoting religious harmony, maintaining the unification of the state, social

stability, economical development and cultural prosperity

Key words: Wuzhong The Hui Islamic culture  The minority religious
cultures
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