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Abstract

Chinese Christianitism is one of the major trends in Chinese academic circles since
the later Ming Dynasty, and is one of the most important parts of Chinese-Western
cultural exchange during the Ming Dynasty ard Qing Dynasty. The thought was created
by the western missionaries represented by Matteo Ricci and Chinese Christians, The
discussion of Chinese Christians’ views, reactions and adjustment towards western
cultures facilitates the understanding of the history of Chinese-Western cultural exchanges
during the Ming Dynasty and the Qing Dynasty.

Zhu Zongyuan, one of the leading Chinese Christians after Xu Guangqi, Li Zhizao,
and Yang Tingjun, was born in the later period of the Ming Dynasty—the time when
Christianity entered China. He joined Christianity in his youthful years, had close
relationships with missionaries and Chinese Christians, and participated in translating and
editing missionaries’ works. Besides, he believed in Christian doctrines, wrote books to
disseminate Christianism, and had profound understanding of Christianism,

Zhu Zongyuan’s works are collected overseas, so Chinese scholars have rare chance
to do profound research, The paper tries to make a detailed introduction to his life, and
uses the original materials of his works to examine his understanding, acceptance and
interpretation of Christianity. Through his view towards world, life and culture, the paper
will explain his thought systematically and profoundly, trace its origins in detail, and
analyze how he adapts the western religion to traditional Confucian thought.

The body is divided into five parts. Chapter 1 introduces him and his major works,
including his background information, his religion and his works. Chapter 2 discusses the
network of his interpersonal relationships through his communications with missionaries
and other Chinese. Chapter 3 interprets his worldview, his understanding of the first
principle of the world. Chapter 4 analyzes his outlook on life, including his views towards
human nature, life and death, soul, heaven, hell, etc. Chapter 5 introduces his views
towards culture in three aspects--folk religion, social customs and cultural evaluation, to
explore his understanding and thinking about the cultural differences between China and
the West.

The paper, as a case study through the access of Zhu Zongyuan’s thought on
western religion, aims to understand Chinese-Western cultural exchanges during the

Ming Dynasty and the Qing Dynasty.
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