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ABSTRACT
Western art history at the whole development process of the "symbolic” as an important me
ans of artistic expression, painting in the West runs through the various period, with "transcend

ence," "implicit" and "uncertainty", " abstract "and other aesthetic features of art in different dev
elopment period, to serve as an artist and appreciate the feelings between the excha nge of ideas
and media. Whether early or later in the original art art occupies an important position in the hist
ory of the Renaissance, Romanticism, Symbolism, Expressionism, such as the period of artistic
creation, are not lack of "symbolic" language of the existence of this painting. "Symbolic" in the
ir own unique aesthetic role, charged with various periods artist thought, emotional embodiment.
This article discusses the idea of Western painting from the development of aesthetic and symb
olic aspects of the characteristics of two large, vertical, horizontal cross-exposition. Western art
in all the development process more representative of the artist painting in the "symbolic" as the
embodiment of the arguments to prove the point that "symbolic" in the West, painting in the em
bodiment. The main research methods used in the literature there is research, interdisciplinary re
search, case studies, law, information research methods, experience in law, descriptive research
method, methods of thinking.

First of all, when we look at Western painting, in accordance with the West a symbol of na
rrow theoretical generalization can be symbolic of Western painting embodiment summarized in
four stages, namely: original art during the first phase of the symbolic embodiment; the second
phase of the European the Middle Ages, because religious involvement during this period of pa
inting in the "symbolic" embodied effects; the third stage, the century in Europe, 17,18 such a ti
me of renewal, "a symbol of" painting as a language arts at the secular of course, still has an ind
elible aesthetic significance; fourth stage is the "symbolic" of the "honeymoon period" - the 19th
century to the 20th century, during which the symbolism, expressionism, abstract painting, and
other artist during the most used meaning, symbolic way to express dreams, dark and morbid, a
nd even death extol the pursuit of the realm of absurdity to the soul's imagination to create som
ething with a hint of magic and symbolic images. During this period, the symbolic language of
painting as a clear start up. Established its presence in the field of vision supremacy.

Secondly, as a symbol of the spirit of the artist's expression, communicate and generated a
special symbolic significance of the aesthetic characteristics, mainly embodied in symbolic tran
scendence, uncertainty, diversity, indirect, subtle and abstract and so on. In Chapter III of this ar
ticle, mainly from the aesthetic characteristics of a symbol to the overall analysis of the Western
painting symbolic embodiment. Give the artist the use of a symbol of a more extensive associate
on of space to people watch at the same time exert imagine, in order to enhance the performance

of painting and artistic effects of the screen, so that paintings more appealing.
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Original art from the beginning until today, for "symbolic" significance of their research or
are with the "symbolic" other issues related to research, whether in the study of art history or the
study of Western theories have never been suspended. Paintings of the symbolic to the various p
eriods in the nation based on religious culture, are artists of a different understanding of things, f
eel, the use of different symbols of the language to express different emotions. Painting a symbo
Ilic role, through physico-chemical, means of describing the characteristics of a thing to give the
original artist Ordinary things to own some kind of deep thoughts and feelings to achieve a part
icular significance of painting to create another the spirit of the meaning to people watch at the s
ame time exert imagine, in order to enhance the performance of painting and artistic effect scree

n.

Key word: Symbol, Painting, Western painting, Aesthetic, Embody
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