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Scripture and History

Oscar Cullmann, Baptism in the New Testament (SCM Press, 1950) gives a technical
but clear treatment of various topics by a Protestant scripture scholar.

A. George and others, Baptism in the New Testament (Geoffrey Chapman, 1964) is
a collection of articles by Catholic liturgical and biblical scholars.

Aidan Kavanagh, The Shape of Baptism (Pueblo, 1978) summarizes the history of
Christian initiation and discusses the reforms of Vatican 11, emphasizing the
norm of adult baptism.

Joachim Jeremias, Infant Baptism in the First Four Centuries (Westminster Press,
1962) examines the evidence that children were baptized in early Christianity.

Burkhard Neunheuser, Baptism and Confirmation (Herder and Herder, 1964) is a
thorough study of Christian initiation from apostolic through modern times.

Loma Brockett, The Theology of Baptism (Fides Publishers, 1971) offers a brief and
readable history of baptismal theology.

Michael Dujarier, A History of the Catechumenate (Sadlier, 1979) recounts the de-
velopment and decline of adult baptism during the first six centuries of Christi-
anity.

J. D. C. Fischer, Christian Initiation: Baptism in the Medieval West (SPCK, 1965)
documents the dissolution of Christian initiation into separate rites of baptism
and confirmation.

E. C. Whitaker, ed., Documents of the Baptismal Liturgy (SPCK, 1960) contains
rites, sermons, and other works on baptism up to the ninth century.

Raymond Burnish, The Meaning of Baptism (SPCK, 1985) examines early and later
practices and theologies in an ecumenical spirit.

Theology and Liturgy

Thomas Marsh, Gift of Community (Michael Glazier, 1984) presents a scriptural and
theological explanation of Christian initiation.

Kenan Osborne, The Christian Sacraments of Initiation (Paulist Press, 1987) gives
scriptural, historical, and doctrinal sources for baptism, confirmation, and eu-
charist.

Liam Walsh, The Sacraments of Initiation (Geoffrey Chapman, 1988) offers a tradi-
tional Catholic understanding of baptism, confirmation, and eucharist.

Alexander Schmemann, Of Water and the Spirit (St. Vladimir's Seminary Press,
1974) develops an Orthodox theology of baptism by reflecting on the eastern rites.

Gabe Huck, Infant Baptism in the Parish (Liturgy Training Publications, 1980) ex-
plains the meaning and implementation of the Rite of Baptism for Children.
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Mark Searle, Christening: The Making of Christians (Liturgical Press, 1980) explains
the meaning, purpose, and dynamics of the revised rites of infant baptism and
adolescent confirmation.

Henri Bourgeois, On Becoming Christian (Twenty-Third Publications, 1982) pleads
that baptism and confirmation not be taken as automatically effective.

A. Theodore Eastman, The Baptizing Community (Seabury Press, 1982) examines
the role of the congregation in the process of Christian initiation for children and
adults.

Mark Searle, ed., Alternative Futures for Worship, Volume 2: Baptism and Confir-
mation (Liturgical Press, 1987) proposes that baptism be celebrated in stages, in
the manner of the RCIA process, even for children.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

Michael Duijarier, The Rites of Christian Initiation (Sadlier, 1979) discusses each of
the ceremonies in the RCIA in terms of historical origin and religious meaning.

Mary Pierre Ellenbracht, The Easter Passage (Winston Press, 1983) draws on the
scriptures to explain the experience of participating in the RCIA.

Sandra DiGuido, RCIA: The Rites Revisited (Winston Press, 1984) gives an honest
appraisal of what happens and fails to happen in RCIA programs.

Robert Duggan, ed., Conversion and the Catechumenate (Paulist Press, 1984) con-
tains articles that work out the personal and social implications of the theology
behind the RCIA.

Regis Duffy, On Becoming a Catholic (Harper & Row, 1984) walks the reader through
the complexity of doctrinal and praxis issues surrounding the RCIA.

J. Michael McMahon, The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (Federation of
Diocesan Liturgical Commissions, 1986) offers historical background, documen-
tation, and pastoral reflection on the various parts of the RCIA.

James Wilde, ed., Commentaries on the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (Litur-
gical Training Publications, 1988) contains explanations of each of the individual
rites in the RCIA.

Lawrence Mick, RCIA: Renewing the Church as an Initiating Assembly (Liturgical
Press, 1989) is a compact introduction to the history, purpose, and process of the
RCIA.

Thomas Morris, The RCIA: Transforming the Church (Paulist Press, 1989) is a more
detailed introduction to the RCIA and its implementation in the parish.

Barbara Hixon, RCIA Ministry (Resource Publications, 1989) relates working in the
RCIA to aspects of the ministry of Jesus in reflections on the rituals for each of
the five stages.

Julia Upton, A Church for the Next Generation (Liturgical Press, 1990) explores the
implications of taking the RCIA process as a model for sacraments in the future.
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Ordo baptismi parvulorum, ed. typica altera, Vatican City,
Typis polyglottis vaticanis, 1973.
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Ordo initiationis christiance adultorum, ed. typica, Vatican City,
Typis polyglottis vaticanis, 1972 (Reimpressio ememdata, 1974).
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Sacrosanctum Concilium (= SC ) , Vatican Council II:
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, 4 Dec. 1963, in AAS, 56
(1964), pp. 5-12.
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Lumen gentium (=1G ), Vatican Council IT: Dogmatic Constitution
on the Church, 21 Nov. 1964, in 445, 57 (1965), pp. 5-71.

CHEEE o RS EAAERR) o (AE)
R - 1987 4 (TR - 3-111 &

o (I

Unitatis redintegratio (= UR ) , Vatican Council II: Decree on
Ecumenism, 21 Nov. 1964, in AAS, 57 (1965), pp. 90-112.
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Ad gentes divinitus (= AG ), Vatican Council II: Decree on the
Church’s Missionary Activity, 7 Dec. 1965, in A4S, 58 (1966),
pp. 947-990.
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Henricus DENZINGER and Adolfus SCHONMETZER, S.I.,
Enchiridion Symbolorum, Definitionum et Declarationum (=
DS ) , 36th ed., Barcelona, Herder, 1976.
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Waltes M. BEDARD, The Symbolism of the Baptismal Font
in Early Christian Thought, The Catholic

University of America Press, Washington D.C.,
1951.
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