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Preface by the Translator

Chicago, the Lake-Shore Bible Group. Once I was too busy to prepare
the scripture text for our sharing; so I brought a book of our Holy Father
with me, God and The World, and casually translated a few questions and
answers on the spot! The response of the group was enthusiastic. Cardinal
Ratzinger’s words immediately answered some of the questions of Faith
for those present; they were easy to understand, and he had a sense of
humor too! So those present — young Chinese students, Priests, and
professionals from both sides of the Strait and from the Chinese Church in
the Diaspora - said, “Translate the book for us!” Their reaction sounded so
much to me like the appeal of the Macedonian to St. Paul in his vision at
Troas (Acts 16:9), that when I got back to Taiwan I tried to find a Catholic
Press. Almost everyone told me to talk to Father Fay Ge De of the
Windows Press, “Because he is good!” Indeed, Father Fay’s response was
both positive and encouraging; and we began working together to obtain
the license to make the translation from America and Germany. This took
us almost a year. The German publisher gave me only six months to finish
the translation! At the time it seemed an impossible task because I was
already lecturing at the University, tutoring private students at home,
painting pictures for various Catholic Presses, and commuting between the
United States, Europe, and the Far East. Although that thick book flowed
so easily from the amazing mind of the Cardinal in just three days, I felt
that it would take me at least a year at best to make the translation into
Chinese and then into ideograms. But God’s designs are always full of the
mysteries of Love!

Unexpectedly, the Chinese (Taiwanese) Ambassador to the Holy See
asked me to paint a Chinese Madonna to be presented to the Holy Father at
Christmas. I traveled to Rome and in the Paul VI Hall I got to meet our
lovely Author face to face. We spoke. Until that moment he had been just
“words” to me. Suddenly, he was a warm and smiling, elderly man in
white- and very much alive! For me, “The Word was made flesh and dwelt
amongst us”(John 1:14) well describes that precious moment. When I told
him I was translating his book, to my great surprise, he thanked me!

After that, the work of translation became for me a mission sacred and
vital; for page after page our Holy Father would be speaking to millions
and millions of his Chinese children. I am so blessed to be able to
contribute to this great event!
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In my translation, I tried as much as possible to preserve the Holy
Father’s style of speech. It can vary from moment to moment from
conversational to strictly theological. What we find in God and The World

is Life, a sense of mission, and the hope of the whole Church. What we
will take away from it is an understanding of and a deep appreciation for a
great spiritual leader who loves God, the Church, and “loved me.”
(Galatians 2:20)
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