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Abstract

It is well known that, during 1962-1965, the Second Vatican Council presided
over by John XXIII and Paul VI was an important conference in the religious history
and even the world history, which symbolizes the beginning of self-innovation
movement of modern Catholicism. This innovation has absorbed freedom and
democracy, the mainstream values in the Age of Enlightenment, into the belief system
of Catholicism for the first time, and then Catholicism boasting itself “the saint”
alone began to reflect its social responsibility and obligation in the worldly society

(modern society) , as well as its real significance and the value. Under the
macro-world-outlook and the macro-history, resort to a series of advanced conception
from philosophy, science, law, sociology, psychology, etc., the conference proposed
the rationality of “the religious secularization path(including localization)” and “the
freedom of religion spirit” in a universalism manner for the first time. Obviously, the
Second Vatican Council led the Catholicism world to comply with the historical
development rules, and positively responded to the religious mission endowed with
the times. The goodwill of Council attracted worldwide attention, and the partial
practice of Council spirit was also highly admired. Hereby, Catholicism created the
pioneering theory and practice for the desire and goodwill of religious harmony.

In view of the historical limitation and the inherent paradox of Catholicism, as
well as the complex international political-religious background(capitalism ideology
and the interest struggle of religion in narrow nationalism), there is insurmountable
obstacle between the religious ideal and real for many nations, as to“the religious
secularization path” and “the freedom of religion spirit”. After the Council, even
Roman Catholic had self-adjustment and innovation, the essence of the church did not
changed, and it stuck to undertake the “saint duty” for capitalism ideology. In fact,
their basic stance was opposite to the ideal spirit of the conference. It made the
Catholicism centered by Rome Church longitudinally, and controlled by western
capitalist world, which despoiled the logical relationship of peace coexistence among
the religions and impeded the religions to organize their resource to realize positive
social function.

However, owing to historical reasons, especially the religious nature and the civil
superior of the Roman Catholicism, the “religious secularization path” and “freedom
of religion spirit” have remarkable significance to many Catholic nations in the
current world in respect of social practice. At present, the important mission of
structuring the harmonious religion for different nations and states is to analyse
(correct understand, explain, define) the respectively religious ideals and realities, to
construct and develop a scientific discipline that will be one of the elements of
harmonious culture, and to serve for the great conception of “harmonious society and
world” in the present and future. Apparently, as the world religion with great
influence, Catholicism has inevitable history responsibility.

In the complex international background and domestic situation, what’s the
way of Chinese Catholicism? It is a difficult and urgent issue. Therefore, with the
beginning of “the Second Vatican Council” , this article briefly reviews the
conference background, important documents, attempts to explain the spirit of the
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conference, and explores the practical situation in the reference to the former studies
and researches. It is expected to complement the academic weakness on this issue for
various limitations, and promote the further study on the conference spirit and the
future development road for Chinese Catholicism. The author hopes it will provide

academic value for the construction of harmonious society and religion in current
China.

Key word: Vatican second Council spirit beginning of significances search
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HrE e, 404 fiskBde3eM, 374 Ak B, 296 Ak BAEM, 84 fik A
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ML, ST T IARB S I R MBI Y S TR AU A ) A 8 ) R Hoo A s Al
T B ATHBRRE AL 1, = 406 AR -

Z WRFH: http://www.cncatholic.org/catholic/200506/4219.html
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Ko AR B RO AAEE 7 AL HAD 48 {7 A A T E R MG S 2 3, ol T B AR N B AR 44 X
F#. ZIAEAEET LTS : http://www.shanxixiuyuan.com/f2/A002.htm.

=n

2 T B hitp://www.shanxixiuyuan.com/f2/A002.htm.

8



B, B SUWUEEs B EESE, POV ERRFHIE EE—IRAIESE
SMERIRASW, WA B H L B K. S A mE . KB
LMW W BB 20— IRa e 2 EETTE SIS s ) k)
“ORERIASCEETINHZAB S R B TE S R R 20 HoRS i3
SR EFM MG REAR T (FIMAHMET) (DignitatisHumanae) (i
H DA AR ZE 5 ) (GaudiumetSpes); 2 U o IR e, #0220
PR R, IRAFL L RR, SR IERU A, SR EERFEH
o B2 B 5 T SCALBR A, R 51 52 2 RN SCALBR I 12802, W ) S IE S s

Sl =TS T

KFEZLSWHI AR, 1959 %F 6 H 29 H, #HEAW _—+ -HERNFHE
EEE SRR I N R B AR A0 . 1962 4E 9 J) 11 U,
E—REEEII, BENAHEE 6 B, TR »=4a)E, i
B EMIOR A A AR, R S MRS O T R R
U, o ARG Watevi: A MERER, NEeS N B RRIRS .
MR 10 A 11 H, 7€ “B 4007 FRadT, BRI, N NAS WS T
AR T, R NSRRI 45 . ESbRrde T, [ L3 ECRy, —
SCEEREMARA X 233 LA B LR EAAER 5L Z I . Ak, s nim
K BAERI T IT7E, FEBERIZTACRAR SC A Fib, KaRKAaSlE
Bl NRBERM A —IER ... DAE A X s b 2 3R AR L2
yJJC ...... ”

WASLIR W B2 H I, 28—+ =R THE—— R DS AR K
ST S AR DU e - AU AR S, RERITE TR R
DS EEMAELMRAR; o BAREIPH, SN “” fk
%ZW%%%;E\%ﬁW%%%ZM%%~:M\ﬁ%@wwmﬁMﬁﬁﬁo

U sl e D W TN R D

LA 16 MEGPESCH D IR, WMESN=1EF. B
YOS A R I RS R TR AE) A%, Beaxmth e Bl 1 2 B E AR 2 A
FRFEERS . BG. LM, SRR BB AT R Va2 B
R B BN ARR LT

(HeF) REAEANITR, ERARY THaAS, ElHRSEX.
A A ay . oI A ES R BB, MU SR .
FERPHHAL S B, HAAT e RO . SO SRR T (1) #Hex

D ORAbYE R EHOT .

2 T B hitp://www.shanxixiuyuan.com/f2/A005.htm.

9



REMKFZR. (20 REFREME. 3) BEMESAR—FFeFHERHE, D
PR (5D FnWEw e liar. (6) Baand. (7 MRS KR MR 5L
HER FH IR o (8) T Je s Bk P )R 32 2 BF SR B T B I A0 5% ) AL«
CREMBRAER) KW, BB, R AR T ERAIA G
FITB S R S A A dr . AR, Sl TRAF TR IS s O e — BUR P
HEBERR T (D BEANAT. (2) KRERRAERZ. (3 XEMMBRER
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PRSCHIE RN o (7 22 A A SE I ZREF R, (B2 AR SOFE 2 ) PRI
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SR, FEETTIRRIROIEIL St i, IR HRUSE “#i 22 iR THRSEE A
SRR T A2 R P UM SCS5 O LA o il 27 S R EBRFIEI &, R EH
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7. HEWAS i QEtE) Big, 1937, (GHXIEF=3:30; 8. HEWAT it (FRa%) i,
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HLEFMRTT): 100 HRLbgy b GEBRBCCANRRY, 1944, UEBFHOURE, RaRHEI4
AE? ) 11, ZURWA+ A (GBAKHLLEEATY, 1946, (HAARE T B, BAERKEAL); 12, HE
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