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A Note of Gratitude and of Hope

Twenty years ago, in 1983, the Major Superiors of Women Religious
in Taiwan courageously accepted to host AMOR VIII in Chang-hua at the
Jesuits Retreat House.

This event gave new impetus to the life of AMOR' and the mission
of Women Religious in Asia/Oceania: that our vocation as Consecrated
women is to be disciples of Jesus who stand at the margins and serve all
the ‘poor of Yahweh’, with particular emphasis on women.

The journey in search of QUR “quality of life” as Consecrated Asian
women takes us far and through long roads less traveled. We recognize
that in our mission, an important dimension of proclaiming God’s Good
News in Jesus is to be integrated persons by acting justly, loving tenderly
and walking humbly with God. Each AMOR meeting faithfully follows
the inspiration of the Spirit in order to concretize this vision. Thus, in
2003, after twenty years, AMOR XIII in Taiwan invites us to join
together in a dynamic Hope and a revitalized Faith, with the theme of
“Reweaving the Network of Life” with God, Human Beings and Earth.

In deep gratitude to the Fu-Jen University Faculty of Theology,
especially to the Editorial Board and its collaborators, I see windows now
open which are making room for Feminist Theology to become an
accepted way of doing theology in Taiwan and in Asia. After more than
two years of teaching Feminist Theology and Spirituality, I continue to
witness signs of hope blooming in the hearts of students. As the current
president of AMOR, I am delighted by the dedication of this volume to
AMOR XIII and its participants. This is a wonderful sign of mutual

collaboration and support and truly a window open to the future.

' AMOR stands for ASIA—OCEANIA Meeting of Religious Women. It was
begun in 1971.
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They are so many ordinary women who do not have the chance to
acquire a theological degree yet in their lives, they speak “God’s wisdom”
(Sophia). With this volume we honor and remember them. To an
increasing number of women theologians, who are bringing together
orthodoxy and feminism in theology and spirituality, we encourage and
support them. All these women are doing feminist theology. Their
common point of departure is experience which is then integrated into
theological principles and the process is a continuous dialogue between
the two.

In this world where there is still division, violence, war and injustices,
may we discover the “Good News” in these articles. They are creative and
positive affirmations that WHO S/HE IS -- the Triune God’s love -- is

faithfully in and with us always.

In Gratitude and Hope, Sr. Celia Chua, M.1.C.
April 2, 2003
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A Word from the Editor

trans. by Sr. Celia Chua, M.I.C.

From Personal Experiences

In the summer of 1983, I first stepped into the North America
continent to take part in the “Four Hundredth Celebration in Honor of
Matteo Ricci” held at Loyola University in Chicago. The priest who was
incharge of this event was kind enough to prepare other visits for me aside
from an exposure to the life in Jesuits communities in San Francisco. So
for three weeks I had a chance to sit in on classes at Berkley Graduate
Theological University (GTU), where the Jesuits scholastics do their
theological studies.

Because, it was summer time, there were not many students on the
campus, so I could walk around in a relaxed way, go to the Library and
browse books among the different bookstores nearby. Recalling these
experiences, the strongest impression I had, beside noticing “young
people’s strange way of dressing on Telegraph Ave.”, was to find books
selling on the topic of “Feminist Theology”. This was also the first time I
came across so many seminars and related courses on Feminist
movements and theology. This experience was an eye opener for me: to
think that in the field of Christian Theology, there could be some
discrimination of women’s dignity and rights and distorted doctrine
against women. In Taiwan, at that time, we only heard Annette Lu voicing
women’s liberation! In the Catholic Church almost silence!!!

Taking Some Actions...

The following summer, I went back again to San Francisco for my



xxvili oA 2B E S

“Tertianship”. Our formation house was located in an African-American
neighborhood. Two and three mornings a week, I would hop on the train,
go to Berkeley, and read books related to Feminist Theology in the GTU
library. 1 deeply felt that with my formation in Taiwan, I needed more

training on this subject for myself and for the church of Taiwan.

Some Realizations:

In 1988, Fu Jen University started the Graduate Department in
Religious Studies and the students of Fujen Theologate were encouraged
to write their thesis so that they could be recognized by the Taiwan
Ministry of Education. This event was also an occasion for women
students to do further studies and research work. From that time on,
whenever [ had a chance to visit America, I would encourage friends to
purchase books on topics related to Feminist theology for our Library.

In the year 1995, International Women’s Year, there were two happy
events that took place in Taiwan. The first one was the Master thesis of
Miss Katherine Ho on “A Research on Feminist Theology of Some New
Trends of Women’s Movements.” This was the first time such a topic for
a master’s thesis was written at our Faculty. That very summer, the
Faculty of Theology chose “Feminist Theology and Spirituality” as the
topic for our annual seminar. We invited Professor Monica Hellwig to be
the speaker. There were some 128 participants at this seminar. In 1997,
the other two important research papers were completed at the graduate
level. The first one was the thesis on “Contemporary Lay Women’s
Consecration and Spirituality” by Anna Chang. The second concerned
“Suffering is harder than death from Women’s movement perspective and
reflection: Eccl. 7, 25-29” by Luo Ming Tsen. We can say with
confidence that Feminist theology has begun taking roots in Taiwan.

New Horizon: Coliection of Articles on Feminist Theology and Spirituality

Last spring (2002), in a very unexpected way, I learned about the
AMOR XIII meeting to be held in Taiwan. I thought that this event would
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be a good occasion for a theological discourse in Taiwan on the feminist
movement and theology, so that the Church in Taiwan will positively
promote respect and care for women.

The Editorial Board of Fu Jen Series Theologica of our Faculty and
the two lecturers in Feminist Theology (Sr. Cecilia Yeh, F.M.M. and Sr.
Celia Chua, M.I.C.) agreed to publish a special issue of the Series by
gathering articles recently written on Feminist Theology and Spirituality.
After ten months of hard work, the result is enriching. We have material
for three books!

The first book is a vocational story: The Story of Yachin (published
by Window Press). It is a narration of her personal experience from being
a sexually abused victim to her option to live a consecrated religious life.
The second book is entitled From Contemporary Women’s Perspective
Looking on Mariology, a Theological Collection published in March,
2003. The third one is also a Theological Collection focusing on Feminist
Theology and Spirituality. We believe that these two special issues of Fu
Jen Series Theologica will be of benefit to the Church of Taiwan as well
as those who are teaching these subjects.

There are three chapters in the volume on Feminist Theology and
Spirituality.

Chapter One: Women and Contemporary Questions on Feminism.

Chapter Two: Feminist Theology and Related Topics.

Chapter Three: Feminist Spirituality and Related Topics.

Brief summary:

Chapter One: Women and Contemporary Questions on Feminism
have four articles written by four different authors. Katherine Ho writes
the first article on “Feminist Movement and Feminist Theology”. The
second one is written by Professor Theresa Wong on “Women and her
Body: A feminist movement comparative study on ditferent religious

traditions”. The third article is about “Women, Where are you? A
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Conscientisation and an Analysis of Taiwan’s women, their role and place
in the society and in the church”. Sr. Cecilia Yeh, F.M.M writes this. The
fourth one is a scriptural interpretation on the New Testament’s Image of
the church as Feminine by Fr. Aloysius Chang, S.J. entitled “Ecclesiology
and Women”.

Chapter Two: Feminist Theology and Related Topics is a collection
of eight articles written by five authors. The first two articles are
concerned with “Scriptural Interpretations with four Suggested
Hermeneutics” and the third one is on “Feminist Theology: Its History
and its Development”. These three articles are the contributions of Sr.
Cecilia Yeh, F.M.M. The fourth article is “A Dialogue with Feminist
Theologians about: Heaven: the Forgotten God” by Professor Theresa
Wong. Sr. Cecilia Yeh also offers the readers “The Trinity and the
Feminist Theology: an Investigation into its Imageries” as the fifth article.
The sixth one is from Sr. Antoinette Guzzler, M.M. article entitled “A
Theological reflection on Women and Christology: Women have you
eaten YET?” This article asks questions such as: Women, in your faith
life, have you eaten a life-giving meal? Who and what is Christa?
(Women imagery of Christ) Sr. Theresa Jou, SSS, writes on ‘Pastoral
Care for Women from Women’s Pastoral Care.” This seventh article
focuses on Feminist Theology and Pastoral Care for Women. The eighth
and the final article is “Theological Reflection on Relationality in the Life
of the Trinity and the Issues of Feminist Theology and Ecological
Concern”. This is a contribution from Sr. Celia Chua, M.I.C.

Chapter Three: Feminist Spirituality and Related Topics. Fr.
Aloysius Hsu, S.J. first article, “The Heart of the Matter in the Feminist
Spirituality”, contains in an urgent plea: “There is a need to bring about
the feminist perspective into the interpretation of scriptural texts so that
the meaning from the Word of God will be complete,” for a solid
spirituality is based on Scripture. Sr. Cecilia Yeh presents the meaning of

Christian Spirituality and its evolution, by doing a comparison between
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feminist spirituality and male spirituality. By doing so, she believes that
there can be a mutuality in both spiritualities and a coming together
around the same table, where there is no Greek or Jews, male or female,
poor or rich.

The last article “Dancers of the Dawn” is written by Sr. Immaculata
Chu, FSP. She successfully presents well-known spiritual master Henri M.
J. Nouwen’s teaching on spirituality. She also presents some important
steps of feminist spirituality, as given by Maria Harris. Finally, Sister Chu
brings these two spiritual ‘dancers’ together and traces some
commonalities between them. She concludes that feminist spirituality is
not only for women but can also be beneficial to men as a way of
complementing what is lacking and allowing one’s spiritual life to mature.

The conclusion of Sr. Immaculata Chu and that of Fr. Aloysius
Chang are similar as is the case with the presentations of. Fr. Aloysius
Hsu and Sr. Cecilia Yeh on the foundation of spirituality. Dear readers,
indeed there is a complementarily between the authors in this volume. Let
us continue to grow in our spiritual life and with the People of God to
bring about the vision “Women and men, we are created different yet in
communion, we are called to the same mission.”

Finally, the editors would like to thank Frs. Aloysius Chang, Mark
Fang and Luis Gutheinz, all professors at Fu Jen Theologate, for their
support and encouragement of courses on feminist theology over the past

decade and also for writing prefaces for this book.
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