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DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE IN FAVOR OF THE FAITH

[On December 6. 1973, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issued an
Instruction on the dissolution of marriage in favor of the faith, accompanied by a.
series of norms (prot. n. 2717/68). The text follows is an English translation.]

INSTRUCTION

As is well known, this Congregation has  subjected to lengthy investigation and
study the question of the dissolution of marriage in favor of the faith,

At length, after this careful investigation, His Holiness, m%m Paul VI, has ap-
proved new norms which express the conditions for the grant of the dissolution of
marriage in favor of the faith whether the petitioner is _.umvasmm or not.

I. The following three conditions sine qua non are required for the. valid grant
of the &.vwmoucmos”

a) absence of baptism in one of the spouses throughOut the entire period of
conjugal life;

b) non-use of marriage after baptism, if the sacrament is received by the party
who was previously not baptized;

¢) that the unbaptized person or the person baptized outside the Cathblic Church



leave to the Gm%o:n&mm@ the freedom  and opportunity ‘to profess -his or her own
religion and to baptize and bring up the children as Catholics.: This condition, in the
form of a promise [cautiol, is to be kept safely.

II. The following are required in addition:

§ 1. That there be 1o uOmw_E:S of restoring conjugal Em in view of the conti-
nuing ama_nm; and incurable division. e ‘ :

§2. mew there be no amsmmw of vcE_n momsmm; or serious wonderment from nrm

_mwmﬁ of the favor, -

-§3. That the petitioner be shown not to be the culpable cause of the failure of
a legitimate marriage and that the Catholic party, with whom the new marriage is to
be oo:?manom or <m:amnma not have gms the guilty cause of Z_m mmvmnmﬂou of the
spouses.

§ 4. That the second vmna\ in the UES. marriage be a:mngmm if possible, and
not be reasonably opposed to the prior concession. - ,

§5. That the party who secks the dissolution see to the: mm:mmo:m. formation of
mE,Y children from the prior marriage.

"§6. That mnEEEm provision be Emam mnooa_am 8 %m :o:sm of usmwoﬁ mca the
previous :spouse and any children, . .o . st

R "o
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' §7. That the Catholic party with whom the new marriage is to be entered live
in accord with his or her baptismal promises and be concerned for the welfare of the
new family. . .

§8. If it is a question om a catechumen, with whom marriage is to be contracted,
there should be moral certainty of the baptism which is to be received in the future,
if the baptism ;mm: cannot take place (which is preferable). .

III. The dissolution is more easily granted where there is serious doubt concerning
the validity of the marriage, arising on other grounds.

IV, It is also possible to dissclve the marriage between a Catholic and an unbap-
tized vm,ﬁwon which was entered into with a dispensation from the -impediment of
disparity of worship, provided the conditions established in nos. II and III are verified
and it is established that the Catholic, because of the particular circumstances of the
region, especially the small number of Catholics, could not have avoided marriage.
and lead a life proper to the Catholic ﬂdrmﬂou in that marriage. It is necessary, in
addition, that this Congregation be informed concerning the public knowledge of the
marriage celebrated. . . -

V. The dissolution of a legitimate marriage entered into with a dispensation {rom
the impediment of disparity of worship is not granted to a Catholic petitioner in order



.to enter a new marriage with an unbaptized person who is not converted.
VI. The dissolution-of a legitimate marriage which was contracted or' validated
after a dissolution from a previous legitimate is not granted. . .
“In order that these conditions may be properly fulfilled, new procedural norms
have been drawn up, and all future processes are to -be carried out in accord - with
them. These norms are attached to the present Instruction. ,
With the establishment of the new norms, the earlier regulations for the conduct
of these processes are-entirely abrogated. - ,
FrRANJO CARD. SEPER
Prefect
+JeromE HAMER, O.P.
Secretary
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