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PREFACE

Last year, also. during the winter vacation, . the National
Symposium on Evangelization was held at the Fu Jen Catholic
University from February 8-13, 71988. Thus, we.postponed
our annual theological workshop. This winter, however,
we resumed our tradition and held the 15th theological
workshop from January 23-27, 1989 on "A Follow-Up of
the National Symposium on Evangelization: Let Us Talk
Together About the Basic Ecclesial Communities (BEC)".

Of the three short weeks of winter vacation this year,
one was spent for the workshop and the rest for the Chinese
New Year. Here we are again at the threshold of the second
semester. Because of this inconvenience, the animators
of the workshop, especially our students, proposed a
new idea, i.e., to change the time of the workshop from
winter to summer vacation, and the venue from the Theologate
to the Retreat House of Chingshan, Changhua.

During the meeting of our Faculty Council on March 22,
we discussed this proposal and reached a  conclusion:
reserve immediately the Chingshan Retreat House for the
1990 Theological Workshop. As far as schedule is concerned,
we bhope to profit of a week-end in order to facilitate
the participation of lay Christians who find difficulty
in asking for a furlough of a week but less for a day
or two. In this case the date is tentatively set for
either July 26 (Thursday) to 30 (Monday), or August 2
(Thursday) to 6 (Monday).

Hence, it is clear : The 1990 Summer Theological Workshop
is mainly intended for lay participants. This is in tune
with the documents of the National Symposium on Evangeliza-
tion. Among its 12 approved decrees, the first one stresses
"To increase and strengthen the formation of lay Christians
in crder to do the evangelizing work’. The China Province
of the Society of Jesus Jjust finished compiling a five-
year Province Apostolic Plan for the Region of Taiwan
1989-1993. To implement this apostolic plan, three new
commissions are set up, the first of which is the "Commis-
sion for the Formation of Lay Christians'” which aims
to collaborate with different Jesuit comunities, parishes,
existing associations, etc. to facilitate the spiritual
and professional formation of our Ilay collaborators and
others.
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The topic for the 1990 summer workshop is not defined
yet. During the faculty meeting on March 22, some suggested
“Spirituality for lay Christians", or "Further Exploration
of Basic Ecclesial CcnnmnltLesP A? this point, we hope
that the laity make more suggectlons Bagsed on past expe-—
riences, the more suggestions there are, the more complete
the visien of the problem is. When we flnalzzed the choice
of the topic, . those excluded fopics all contributed posi-
tively one way or the other. Sometimes the chosen topic
was g- combination:,of several ones. Regardlng time and-
venue: of -the: pext .werkshop, especially “fncluding  the
week=end, 08, ‘not, we expect the lay partlclpants who are
employed in public offices  to express their oplnlon w6
the secretary -of the theologate.

The nine talks and four reports published in this issue
of cur Collectanea are self-explanatory. For those who
did not-- attend .the workshop these are useful materials
to be consulted. and for those 105 pdrticipants, these
are efficient reminder, even a . new incentive, to meke
further discoveries.

The Editor
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