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PREFACE

The preceding issue of the Collectanea was exclusively
dedicated to the Flfteenth Theologlcal Workshop on the
Basic Ecclesial Communities. Materlals, speeches, discussions
and reports related to the workshop's topic were printed
together and those unrelated ones were excluded. The present
issue resumes its normal format. =

Meanwhile something horrendous happened which shook the
whole world and hurt deeply the human heart: the merciless
massacre at Tien An Men Square in Beijing in the early
morning of June' 4, 1989. The nation's army massacred its
own people with guns, tanks, shot and rolled over bodies
of defenseless young students. About this grievous and
cruel event, there are sufficient pictures and reports
made by Jjournalists coming from many different nations
even if the Communists' media falsified news they could
hide or disguise. As a theological magazine, we cannot
help recalling the words of St. John's Gospel which explain‘
the cruelty of the June 4 event and its pernicious persis-

tence until today (June 25) in the arrest and execution

of innocent workers. ]
Our Ilord told the Jews who wanted to kill him, ''You are
from your father, the devil, and you prefer to do what
your father wants. He was a npurderer from the start; he
was never grounded in the truth; there is no truth in
him at all. When he lies he is speaking true to his nature"
(John B:44). In time of peace we might feel that these
words of Jesus are too strong, but when the power of darkness
manifests itself in murders and lies -- the two distinctive
features of the devil, we cannot help confessing that
those same words of Our Lord are not strong but true and
sincere and in this. way we get a better understanding
of Jesus —— the Way, the Truth and the Life: Truth vs.
lies, Life wvs. killing, Way as faith in the Truth and
in the Life, a faith which does not rely on lies and killings
to solve problems.

The three articles of the biblical section each treating
a different topic of the three Gospels are all worthwhile
reading. The article on the wedding at Cana delves especially
into the different meanings of the two titles '"woman"
and "mother" in the relationship of Jesus with his mother.
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Its seems disputable whether the change of ‘'woman'" into
“mother!’ in our Chinese liturgical books were correct
or not.

The two articles on moral theology occupy one third of-
this present  issue and give it a proper: feature. The author
of the first article, Timothy Liao, belongs to the Presbyte-
rian Church. He is working on a doctorate in theology
at Notre Dame University in U.S.A. This background helps
us to understand his article. After reading it, Fr. Gendron,
professor of moral theology of the theologate, pointed
“out a few items to be corrected or omitted. This was done
with .the agreement of the author. The overall evaluation

", of the 'article was, however, positive. The second article

on moral theology of Miss Chantal Chao continues to probe
into the same problem of euthanasia. It is clearly written
and its style is truly provoking. After seeing how these
two  articles: treat of the human 1life and how much care
and love are spent even for the weakest and terminal 1life,
the’ Chinese Communists' way of destroying brutally the
young students' life appears more inhuman and repugnant.

The article on Church history is written by a Catholic
author from minland China. Although it is about a writer
of the 17th-18th century, Wei Wen-Ting (1633-1721), it
has a quite actual significance as it is concerned with
“law and -reason, transcending the limits of east and west,
cld and new. It also asserts that a good researcher k;nows
how to make: distinctiens and balancing.

The Editer
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