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PREFACE

The present issue of the Collectanea concludes its 21st volume.
An analytical index of the year 1989 found in the last pages
is included for reference and consultation purposes. Our readers
mist have noticed that the printing format of the last four issues
(79-82) has been changed. The vertical way of printing used during
the past twenty years is now replaced by the horizontal one,
i.e., from left to right 1like every western book or magazine.
At the beginning of the year we did not mention anything about
this -change. At the end of the year, we can better appreciate
positively the step taken: it yields many advantages as the readers
themselves realize. The conclusion, therefore, is to continue
the horizontal way of printing.

The three articles of the dogmatic theology section are briefly
commented first. The one on the Universe is written by the Principal
of Fu Jen Catholic University, Archbishop Stanislaus Lokuang.
He started - with philosophy and ended with theology. In other
words, he knows how to combine Chinese culture with Christian
faith. The beginning of the article shows his astonishment at
the topic of the workshop called "Heaven, Earth and the Universe'".
But soon he became aware of the ecological problematics and deve-
loped his philosophical thought into a theological contemplation:
the Holy Spirit as the Creator, Lifegiver and Sanctifier. This
openness of mind and heart is a pre-condition for philosophizing
and theologizing.

The essay on the ecclesiology of Fr. Vincent Lebbe was a transcrip-
tion of the speech Msgr. Joseph Ti-Kang, Archbishop of Taipei,
gave at the Holy Family Church, Taipei. In his letter to the
editor of the Collectanea, he said: "I feel this talk is a bit
biased because half of it is about the ecclesiology of Vatican
II (not that of Fr. Lebbe). However, I spent indeed much time
reading and reflecting on the matter. If you find it useful for
some readers {and publish it), it would be a great joy for me."
As a matter of fact, I find the talk quite useful, firstly, because
we can learn from its protagonist, Fr. Lebbe, the art of reading
the signs of the time. Secondly, the documents and the spirit
of Vatican II as explained by Archbishop Ti-Kang are a valid
response to those signs of the time.

The third article of the same section, ''Hearing and Mystery',
is taken from a monthly publication of mainland China called
"Study" (Dushu, 1989, 3, pp. 111-18). It deals with Karl Rahner's
two early works, "Der Geist in der Welt" and "Horer des Wortes'.
The author of the article, Liu Xiaofeng, handed that issue of
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"Study” to the editor of the Collectanea and the reason for publish-
ing it here is that Rahner's thoughts are well expressed in Chinese
by Liu. His summary and newly coined terminology is a challenge
to scholars and students of theology on both sides of the Taiwan
Strait.

The twu essays of the Religious Life section are worthwhile reading.
The second one on "Some Aspects of Formation', although addressed
to young Jesuits and their formators, is nevertheless useful
for other men and women religious and perhaps also for the semina-
rians. Although these guidelines are translated from an English
text, they are quite readable for any Chinese reader. The efforts
and the good preparation of the translator, Fr. Aloysius Hsu
made all this possible and many western terms of psychology,
pedagogy and spirituality do find their correct equivalents in
Chinese in this translation.

The pastoral theology section includes two articles. The first

on the Judeo~Christian Teaching is a talk in a workshop and the
second is a term paper of a Sister studying in the theologate.

The Editor
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