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PREFACE

We have already entered into the decade of the 90s. The Chinese
around the world know that with the 1lunar New Year on January
2¥th, the Year of the Horse started. It is the 22nd year of
our theological quarterly. We say in Chinese '"ma tao cheng
kung'. It means ''success comes when- the horse arrives'. Articles
sent by our collaborators are the horse. When there are sufficient
contributions, is it an easy job to publish them in our quarterly?
The reading of good contributions is an authentic joy --which
a true success can produce.

The {first contribution is from a Prebysterlan student,  Mr.
Timothy Liau, who is doing graduate studies m Notre Dame . Univer-
sity in the States. He is well known by our readers {cf. N.
79 and 81 of this quarterly); the seriousness with which. he
studies some prominent questions of the 0ld Testament and the
fluent style with which he expresses them deserve an attentive
reading of his article. The second contribution from Sr. Lam
is on Psalm 139. As she did before with Psalm 114 (cf. Collectarea
no. 75), she knows how to bring the poetic imagery and several
analytical dimensions into the understanding and experiencing
of a psalm's content and prayer, and in this way she expresses
forcefully the intimate relationship between the man who prays
and the Lord to whom the prayer is.addressed. -

Except for the two contrlbutlbns by our teaching staff; that N
of Mrs. Teresa Wong and that of.Fr. Luis Gendron, <all the rest '
came - from contributors who: appear in ‘our magazine for the first

time. The article &f Mr. Chuang about., the Pastora.l Constltutlon' O
of Vatican II is a fruit of the theological course for lay *

Christians conducted by Fr. Peter Hu, S8J last semester. In’
Chinese we have few publications on the Vatican II Council.
Mr. Chuang's article is based not only on Chinese and English
')rks but also on a Japanese work, which is little known among
us. It is interesting to note that Mr. Chuang's conversion
.o Catholicism was caused precisely by the renovation brought
by Vatican II into the 'old" Catholic Church Mr. Chuang knew

Yong ago.

The sections on spirituality, pastoral theology and ecology
contain articles all written by our students, = representing
four states of life: a layman, a lay woman, a sister and a
priest. All these contributions aim at building a local church
and, together will -  all people of good will, at creating and
keeping an egalitarian and harmoniocus society. Strictly speaking,
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the ecology-: sectlon ...cou d be mcluded in the pastoral section;
nevertheless, since. t eécological consciousness is awakening”
everywhere in the worle , including Taiwan, and the theological
reflection on ecology is multiplying and acquiring mportanee,

it seemed timely to add this new section.

The - article of Sr. Lucia Lin on the youth of her native mountai®
region, Nalo, is interesting and important because it gathers
by oral transmission of her mother somne old customs and rituals
of the Atayal tribe in times of sowing, reaping and offering
crabs-sacrifice. In Collectanea no. 66, winter 1986, we published
a similar article "A Comparison of the. Wedding Ceremonies of
Israel-.and: of - the Pai-Wan Tribe" of a Dominican Father, Matthew
Yu, who got- the materials from his tribe's clan and especially
his mother also. .

Finally, the article on science and religion may cause an impres-
sion of the sudden appearance of a black horse which surpasses
one's expectation. The writer is an English Jesuit Scholastic
recently ordained deacon. He studied Chinese in Taiwan for
two years before he went to teach English in Beijing for a
year -last year. He is now in the theologate for a year preparing
for the: priesthood. It is gratifying to see how he quotes from
anciént Chinese literature as- easﬂy as from modern Chinese
publications. But it _would cause less - wonder if one knows he
already got a Ph.D. in phllosophy 1n England and started studying
Chmese by hnnsel:f .

The Editor
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Distribution of Stages o..» Faith by Age ®

Age Groups Percentage of
T : Total ‘Sample
Stages of 0-6  7-12  13-20  21-30 31-40 - 41-50 51-60 60+ in Each Stage
Faith % % % % % % % % %
6 - - - -~ - - - 1.6 0.3
5-6 - - - - - - - - 0.0
5 - - - - 14.6 - 12.5. 23.5  16.1 7.0
4£-5 - - o= 3.3 188 2L9 - 59 145 8:1
4 - - 5.4 40.0 20.8 56.2 204 @ 27.4 24.8
3-4 - - 286 33.§ 83 - - 14.5 16.4
3 - - 50.0 17.8 37.5 9.4 35.3  24.2 24.0
2-3 - 17.2  12:5 4.4 - - - 1.6 4.7
2 - 72.4 3.6 1.1 - - 5.9 ~ 7.0
1-2 12.0 6.9 - - - - - - 1.4
1 8.0 3.4 - ~ - - »— - 6.4

"100.0% 160.0%

() (29)

1

00.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%%*

(56)

(90)

(48)

(32) (17)

(62)

(359)
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