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PREFACE

The eleven articles of this issue form five pairs of writings.
We may read them in pairs to see whether ‘they illuminate
each other, supplement, contrast or balance: each other. We
shall try to describe each pair briefly.

The biblical section has two articles on the- Book .of Job,
Tney are reports written by our students, Sr. Chow, PBS and
Sr. Scholastic Hung, OP. The present and the preceding issues
contain several such reports written also by students on
the wisdom literature of the Old Testament. The fact shows
that our students find it easier to -compare and to reflect
on wisdan literature than on the Torah and -the Prophets.
This phenomenon again points to the fact that the Chinese
culture is closer to wisdom literature than to the Pentateuch,
or to the historical and prophetic books. It is acceptable
to enter the Old Testament books by the wisdom literature.
Nevertheless, the '"Law' and the "Prophets” are still the
most important revelation of Yahweh. No matter how close
or how far is our culture from it, we ought to digest and
assimilate it. The introduction and commentary on selected
passages of Isaiah I-XI1 are included here for this purpose.

The article of Edmond Ryden on Chuang Chow can be read together
with Aloysius Hsu's article on psychological growth. This
is also a way of inculturation: to interpret Chinese classics
and Holy Scripture together and see where they agree and
where they differ. CGod's revelation will finally enrich and
complete human wisdom and culture.

In his book review ¢n '"Dictionary of Religions', first published
in 1981 in mainland China, the late Prof. Li focused on the
Chinese Communists’' understanding of religion, or rather
of the Catholic Church. This one-sided view is aptly contrasted
by the continual publication of the life of the Jesuit missiona-
ries in China. For an impartial reader, the missionaries'
true image is more convicing than any rhetoric.

Archbishop Lokuang's article om "The Way of Spiritual Childhood
and Confucian Filial Piety" is the response to the invitation
of the Superior General. of the Institute of Notre Dame de
Vie to go to France for an international session on theology
and spirituality in July. 'The theme this year is on the spiri-
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tuality ~of St. Therese of Lisieux. As Msgr. Lokuang could
not go, he wrote this article instead to be presented during
the session. It clearly denotes a Chinese spirituality and
at the same time an ecclesial one, as shown in one of the
passages: ''If we are able to elevate the entire spirit and
meaning of Confucian piety to the veneration of God, we will
not only lead the Chinese people towards a better relationship
between man and God, but also create a spiritual way congenial
to the Chinese culture. Proceeding one step further, if we
merge Confucian filial piety with the way of spiritual childhood
we will be united with the whole Church in this contemporary,
new spiritual “way, while keeping its oriental color." To
Archbishop Lokuang's ‘essay correspond the comments on "'The
Story of a Soul” made by Yang Ti, a renown Catholic writer
in mainland China. :

Finally, the history of the Washing of the Feet Ceremony
may be- read together with the book review on John H. Yoder's
"The Politics of Jesus'. The translation in  Chinese, - made
by the reviewer Timothy Liau, will.be published in June 1990.
The result of reading ~and: reflecting on both articles would
be:r Undoubtedly, Jesus is concerned with politics and he
has enormously influenced politics. The problem is 'how".
His typical way was to wash His disciples’ feet and to exhort
them to do the same to each other.

The Editcr
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