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PREFACE

The present issue of the Collectanea is a compilation of speeches
and sharings of the Sixteenth Theological Workshop of this
School of Theology. That his collection could be achieved
was rather out of the editor's prevision and provision, because
this time there were no formal speeches nor writings prepared
beforehand. The original plan was to invite some spirituality
‘groups and ecclesial movements which are most widespread within
the Catholic Church in Taiwan to gather together for the purpose
of learning from each other and of discussing in common how
to build the Basic ecclesial Communities. Although we held
two preparatory meetings with heads and representatives of
different groups to Ijresee as far as possible the future
proceedings of the worksaop, many interrogatives still remained
and nobody was sure of what would happen with the coming workshop.

The 1last reason for these insecurities and for the risk was
that the present workshop differs very much from the fifteen
precedent ones. First of all, the time, venue and duration
of the workshop were all changed. It was held in summer, not
in winter at the retreat house of Changua, instead of the
theologate in Fu Jen University. This time it was a three~
day workshop (week-end and a weekday) rather than a four-weekday
affair like the previous years. The participants and speakers
were recruited in a different way: more than 2/3 of the partici-
pants, altogether 65, were invited; the remaining 1/3, some
25, were open to the public and were all well occupied. The
most outstanding feature of the present workshop was the absolute
majority of lay participants: they were 70. The priests made
up only one tenth of the lay Christians and there were only
about ten” Sisters. For the age of lay Christians —
they must be evangelizers or be evangelized — this fact is
indeed encouraging.

Mow, lsoking  at  the content and authors of the present issue,
= fmd five priests introducing or comenting the different
spiritualities and movements. In addition, there is an article
of Bernard Cmi, SJ, "Questions and Concerns of China's Intellec—
tuals" which originally appeared in '"America', June 9, 1980.
it is translated into Chinese by Miss Wang and incorporated
into the section of Ignatian Spirituality. All the remaining
items are contributions of twelve lay Christians and two Sisters.
Sr. Hsieh, DC, describes touchingly the spirituality of St.
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Vincent de Paul and Sr. Atsuko Miyama, RSCJ, ‘plays a symphony
of God with nature'. The twelve lay Christians shared their
life experiences in Franciscan spirituality, Ignatian spirituali-
ty, Dominican spirituality, and in the New Catechumenate movement

Finally, the ecological group did not only share their experien-
ces in living a spartan life, but also made theological reflec-
tions on those experiences. This is indeed a timely effort
in the present world situation, as it is shown by the message
of the Pope on World Peace Day 1990.

The summary report was made by Mr. Joseph Au G.F., Miss Chien
and the editor. We hope to summarize the salient points of
what was said and -of what happened during those intense and
Jjoyful three days of workshop. The purpose is always the .same:
to go back to build a BEC or to enter the existing one inorder
to evangelize together the society at large.

The Editor
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