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Preface

In 1991, our Collectanea enters its 23rd year. In this first issue of the year
we are happy to publish the papers of the Theological Workshop on
Priestly Vocation, held in Taipei city Nov. 29~Dec. 1, 1990. The convoca-
tion of this workshop, its financing, the invitation of épeakers and the
general themes, are all prompted or designed by Archbishop Lokuang, the
President of Fu Jen University. This could more or less be realized from
his keynote address at the opening of the workshop. Archbishop Lokuang
delivered also a talk on the spiritual life of the priests according to Pope
John-Paul Il at the closure of the workshop. However, since this last talk
has aiready been published in. Vox Cleri 302 (January 1991) pp. 1-12. We
are not including it here.

The two speeches on Fr. Vincent Lebbe to commemorate the 50th an-
niversary of his death on June 24th, 1940, were delivered by Fr. Alexander
Tsao and Fr. Thomas Sun, both members of the Congregation of St. John
the Baptist, one of the congregations founded by Fr. Lebbe. The two
speeches enlighten us on the many past events of significance which
show the spiritual depths of Fr. Lebbe, his. sense of being a consecrated
man and no less his prophetic vision and magnanimity in spreading the
Gospel through the publication of a daily newspaper.

There were three other papers on Fr. Lebbe: one of Fr. Alpert Chao,
CSJB entitied: "The Modernization of the_Chinese Cuiture -- A Contribution - : .
of Fr. Lebbe to the Culture of China“; a second one of Rev. .dJohn Tung
from Singapore“on‘ the “Inculturation of the Church in China® and a third
one of Claude Soetens from Belgium, ."A Missionary and a Chinese:
Lebbe" (in French). Because these three speakers did not come personally -
to take part in the workshop, we put their papers aside hoping to publish~ -
them in some other opportunity.
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Submitted also for publicasion are “three 100th anniversary of the birth of
Thomas Cardinal Tien. All three speakers are familiar with the lfe and
work of the Cardinal, especially Mgr, Boniface Wang wha, as a seminarian
started his relationship withh the Cardinai in Peking, and then overseas and
finally here in Taiwan without any intemruption. His talk with a Beljing into-
nation was delightful. The transcription of the speech from & tape loses, of
course, its original flavour; nevertheless it conveys stil the noble figure,
the apostolic zeal and the practical wisdom of the Cardinal which were
shown in the founding of the minor and major seminaries in Taipei, of Fu-
Jen University, and of Tien Hospital. The speeches of both Fr. Francis
Yang and Fr. Paulino Hsueh reflect one common characteristic of Cardinal
Tien: he passed so smoothly from Confuclanism to Christianity that he
“could ‘be‘looked upon as a personified inculturation of Gospel in China,
more efficacious than ‘many discussions on inculturation.

Finally, the section on priestly vocation is composed of five papers (with-
out counting the speech of Archbishop Lokuang), contributed by the staff
members of the Faculty of Theology. The last two speakers, Fr. Joseph
Zen‘ and Fr. Aloysius B. Chang, deserve our special gratitude, because
they accepted our last minuté; invita:1i0n through long distance call

Weya:edicate the present issue of our magazine with joy and gratitude to
Hvs Exceﬂency ‘Archbishop Lokuang o the occasion of his 8Gth birthday.
And ‘we thank - him and al hls collaborations - in_ the umversxty for having
sponsored this workshop and made it so fruitful for our local Church. May
the Lord be their reward! ] k I

. The Editor * -
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