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Preface

The fourteen items of the present issue can be divided into two catagories:
half of the articles are written by teachers either of this or some other theclogy
school. The other half are compositions of students of theology either of this
school or of some other school. Having put-together these writings of teachers
and students we find them quite fascinating: each article is solid in content
and can be read with profit. Here follow some details on.some of the authors

and their works.

Rev. Joseph Au is professor of the New Testament at St. Pius Major Seminary
in Tainan. His article Barmnabas, Paul and Peter focuses on three major figures
of Christianity's beginning and founding period. The author convincingly points
out that these three holy men all have their feasts celebrated within the month
of June, i e. on the 11th and on the 29th. This seems 10 suggest t0 us some-
thing. of their similarities and dissimilarities. They ére similar in that all three are
pilars of the infant Church. On the other -hand, each-had his unique di#ferent
temperament and working style: so much so that they could not avoid conflict

and even separation from each other. When, however, théy Teactied old age

old resentments were all forgotten, and a heart-felt reconciliation was achieved.
This Is a heartening lesson for us and a real consolation.

Artificial Bith Control and the difference. between Catholic and Cohfucian
Morals is a term paper written by a third year seminarian of the Holy Spirit
Seminary in Aberdeen, Hong Kong. At first sight a modern issue iike birth con-
rol seems Mot to have much to do with the Bible. or Confucianism. But the au- V
thor's goal is to show how the different attiudes of a Christian or of a Confu-
cian toward articificial birth control points out different principles undertying
Christian and Confucian morality.

In the section on spirituality there are five articles. One is a translation of John
Navone:Sd's:"The Power of Beauty" published in Prigsts and Pegpie, Vol. 4 No.
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8 (Sept. 1990), pp. 322~326. The other four iterns are original. compositions.

The Provincial of the reorganized Chinese’ Provmce of the Society of Jesus
{embracing Macao, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Maintand Chlna ovetsea’'s services to
Chinese) at the end .of the Ignatian year Wiote the amcie Ignatian spirituality
and the Blessed Virgin Mary, focusing espec:ally on the mseparabilny of Mary

from her. Son Jesus the Saviour. A second amcle commemoratlng the 4th
centenary of the death of St.-dohn of The “Cross’ (1 542 ~1991) is a contribution
of Rev. Paul Tsu, a chaplain at the navy military hospital.

Among the works. of our.first year students, four of them were, chosen to be
published here. Ong of them, "On*friendship among religious” reveals a good
degree of maturity. Its reading will not only be profitable for {the) beginers in
the religious life, but it also shows more expe”fignced ones how human friend-
ship can be a help for the-life of ‘uiioh With God. The remaining:three
students’ works treat of the following:“the Harvest sacnﬂce of the Ami tribe
and the Christian Eucharigt; the why of not gbmg to Sunday Mass, by youth
who are out of their home;.some prefirinary ‘reflections on _studying theology.
Although these are only students’ Warks, they nevenhe!es touch solid ground
and dare to face_real problems by faking some preliminary surveys .coupied
with and a certain degree of theological réflection.

We open a new section, "Thedlogy'and Cuiture”, which includes the articles of
Rev. Luke Tsui and Pastor Lit Chlnisan We hope this section will- develop

with time. L

The Editor
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