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PREFACE

The Seventeenth Theological workshop of this faculty of theology was held,
as it was last year, during the summer vacation from the evening of
Thursday, July 25, to the afternoon of Sunday the 28th. The location of the
workshop however, was changed from Changhua's Retreat House to the
Providence Women's University at Shalu in Taichung. Here we want to
thank the rector of Providence University, Rev. Matthias Hsu, for his
kindness in welcoming us from the very early planning stages for the
workshop, and for his help in finding a suitable locality for it. We also wish
to express our gratitude to the carectakers of the dormitory, the dinning
room, the auditorium, and of the several meeting halls uwsed for meeting
and sharing. Their kindness and generosity in providing us with all the
facilities we needed is deeply appreciated. )

A .special part of our workshop was held .in the chapel of the -sister's
convent. Every moming we held our half-hour common prayer there, and
in_.the afternoon or evening our cucharistic celebration. The chapel's air-
conditioning and other facilities helped the participants savor the taste of
praying together and offering the One Sacrifice of the Eucharist. Every
morning prayer had a different moderator, giving way to a plurality of
prayer forms. Similarly, every Eucharist had a different theme, bible
readings, and celebrational styles.

On the last day of the workshop the new Dean of the Faculty, Fr. Louis
Gendron, said in his homily that there had been two breakthroughs in the
format of the theological workshop over previous years. First was the
change from winter to summer, and the second was to schedule it over a
weekend instead of on weekdays. Another change has been the shift in the
make-up of the participants from priests and sisters to lay Christians. This
shift was reflected somewhat among those attending this weorkshop. Out of
a total of 60 participants there were 25 sisters, 24 lay women, 4 priests, 4
laymen, and 3 seminarians. What about the next breakthrough? It will
concern the topics taken up. The next workshop's theme should be both
theological and pastoral, in tune both with the planning of the Faculty and
reflecting the needs and opinions of lay Christians.

The content of the present issue of our Collectanca is composed mainly of
the five speeches delivered during the workshop. These all focused on the
main topic of the workshop, "Ignatius, the Man of the Church: Let us Learn
Discernment from Him". The choice of this topic was due, on the one hand,
to the celebration of the double anniversary of St. Ignatius and the Society
of Jesus (cf. the Letter of John Paul II to the Society of Jesus), and on the
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other hand to the actual sitvation of the Church in Taiwan. We are facing 2
nation and society undergoing great change, and bear the responsibility
for bringing the Gospel message to ii. All of us feel the need to discern
carefully before making any steps forward. Why not learn from St.
-Ignatius the art of such discernment?

During the sharings and discussions a tendency to shift emphasis was
noticed from speaking of St. Ignatius to the Society of Jesus, and then again
to the Chinese Province and its' personnel, affairs, and works. The response
of the speakers to this trend was unanimous: let us concentrate less..on the
~ Society of Jesus and more on the Church, because the Society was founded
‘and exists today for the sake of the Church. Though Ignatius was the
founder of the Society, more important still was his role as a. man of the
. Church. Not even the Church was founded nor does it exist for its own
-sake. Qur Lord Jesus came for the sake of all humanity, and for. that. reason
he. founded the Church. It was in ‘this ‘same Church that Ignatius was
rooted, and only from there did he grow into the great saint that be was.

Th‘e' . Ediiar '

-
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