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PREFACE

Our theological quarterly, ica Universitati X
began its publication in the Fall of 1969 and this year-begins its 24th volume.
For the previous 23 volumes we compiled four geaeral indexes-appended to
issues n0.30, 50, 70, and 90. In addition, a separate volume of 75 pages was
compiled indexing all the articles which appeared in issues no.1 through 50 of
the Collectanea and grouping them into different sections and departments,
This way of editing has become part of what is now the standard format for:
our publication: beginning with the 31st is.ue, there is an index for every 20°
issues or five-year period. For every 50 issues, or 12 and-a-half years; there is
a general and analytical index for the convenience of our readers.

The present issue is composed of 11 articles of which five are related to
Holy Scripture, three to pastoral theology, two to dogmatic theology, and one-
to Church history. The first article on “The Literary Structure of the Flood
and Patriarch’s Narratives™ was written by the present editor to commemorate
the 70th birthday of Fr. Marcus Ch'en ‘OFM, a prominent member of the
Studium Biblicum Franciscanum in Hong Kong. Fr. Ch'en’s contribution to
biblical studies in China is widely recognized. Three years ago, when the
Catholic Church in Hong Kong established a Catholic Biblical Institute for the
biblical formation of citizens of the metropolitan area, Fr. Ch’en was assigned
as head of its Executive Council.

In June of 1991 the first gronp of 28 students graduated from the
Institute. Around that time I received a letter from the chairman of the
Institute, Fr. Sean O Cearbhallain, SJ, saying he was planning to issue a
Festschrift to celebrate Fr. Ch’en’s 70 years of age. Fr. Sean asked me whether
I could contribute an article to that volume with a deadline for submittal set
for the end of 1991. I was both pleased and honored to be invited to contribute
to this expression of appreciation for Fr. Ch’en’s life-work. The publication of
the article here is intended for wider circulation.

The second article “The Way of Job” is a work which comes to us from
mainland China. Its author, Sun Xiaoling, in addition to using the Old and New
Testaments and the works of Western writers, often quotes Russian Orthodox
novelists or other writings. This highlights tt.e originality of the article among
those normally appearing in our journal, where we have seldpm had
references made to Russian literature. As for the author’s biblical quotations,
they seem to be drawn sometimes from the Union version, and at other times
from Today’s Chinese version, but not from the Studium Biblicum
Franciscanum's Chinese version.
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Mrs Theresa Wong, a member of the Fmen T heologate faculty, has
contributed two articles to the present issue. The first one, “Christology of
Mark’s Passion Narrative”, is her own composition in which she views the
results of recent Marcan scholarship from the perspective of Mark's
Christology as expressed in his passion narrative. The exposition is divided
into four parts: the human nature of Christ, His transcendence, His sinlessness
and the redemptive character of His death. Theresa’s second contributjon is a
transfation into Chinese of Fr. Lambrecht's article “Curse and Blessing: a
Study of Galatians 3:10-14". Such translation work is painstaking and time
consuming, and we are grateful to her for this coritribution.

Finally, the three articles on pastoral theology were submitted by three
sisters of three different religious congregations. Each of the auathors is in her
second year of studies at our Institute of Religious Sciences.. These
compositions were written at the end of their first year as part of a course on
“How to Write a Thesis™. “The experiences and reflections made in these three
articles will be welcome. COﬂt\'lb’llthﬂS, especially to those engaged in pastoral
work with - prisoners;.-with- those in preparatlon for marnage and with
university students: - - St e

The Editor
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