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PREFACE

Four of the authots of the nine articles in this present issue of our
magazine are well known by our readers. They are priests and faithful
contributers of this publication. Rev. Joseph Au again presents us a forceful
article about the debate of recent exegetes, especially those of German
authors on the works of Luke. It is a long article with 8500 Chinese
characters with abundant footnoting. In fact the footnotes are longer than the
article proper, This fact shows the author's seriousness and sense of
responsibility. The readers are benefited by the long list of quotations that
are a help to further research. The other three priest-authors, Rev. Paul
Tsau, Aloysius B. Chang and Aloysius Hsii reflect faithfully in their writings
their competence in their own field. They are- a historical presentation of
Hellenism's influence in Holy Scripture; a theological-trinitarian reflection
on social justice; a description of spirituality and Christian spirituality,
respectively.

Four writers and one translator of the five other articles appear
here for the first time. All are from Mainland China. The last writer named
Aloysius is presently making studies in the USA and he sent his writing
“How to help Adults...” from California. The other four manuscripts were
sent from China. The translation of Metz's article “Why [ am a Christian”
made by Diao Chenjun has been revised by Liu Xiaofeng who is presently
studying theology in Basel, Switzerland. It was also Liu Xiaofeng who
suggested Zhu Yanbing to send the latter's long article (with 24,000 Chinese
words) about “Father Martino Martini; S.J. and the Transmission of
Confucianism to the West” to be published in our Collectanea. It is a well
balanced and richly annotated article which puts Fr, Martino Martini in the
rightful position due him in the history of East and West communication.

The fourth writer from China is professor Chao Huashan 54, of
Beijing University's department of archeology. After obtaining a master's
degree in Archaeology in 1981 he stayed on in Beijing University teaching
archeology. On October-of 1981 he went to Berlin to make research in
Indian Arts museum for two years supported by the Alexander von
Humboldt Stipendium. In the following ten years he travelled extensively in
Germany, Great Britain, France, India, Japan and Austria. In these he either
made research in their museums or taught and held seminars in their
faculties. His publication on archeology amounts to some 20 articles and 5



458/ # U KB/ 19524

books. I met him in Nanjing on Aprit 1992 on the occasion of the Chine:
Humboldtianer assembly. We talked extensively about Manichaeism ar
Christianity. This article is the fuifillment of his promise to write fros
Beijing.

_ It is needless to stress manichaeism's relationship to Christianity

We can mention St. Augustine who was a manichaean ‘hearer’ for nine year
(the other four degrees are : ‘electi’, 360 presbyters, 72 bishops and 1
‘épostles) That enabled him to write several treatises against Manichaeiss
;aﬂer his conversion. Besides, these archaeological findings of Manichaea
”tcmples showmg their architecture and paintings are rich in religiou
'symbols tre¢ of life anid tree of dedth illuminating the two manichaea
prlné:ples of good and evili vine ‘and ‘branches; pearls and.-birds
contemplators and donors etc. The whole article with abundant illustration:
will be published in three cqr;tinpous issues of our magazine.

.

" Finally, the authof wiili"a ‘pseudonym of “drecamer” in-the article
Sc:ence and Religious Belief™i§ a Catholié layman in Anking, China. In his

arucle he"is trying to-‘talk’ about religious’belief meaningfully- anc

convincingly in a socialist sotiety where science is considered almighty.
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