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PREFACE

With this present issue, our magazine is entering into another year- its
24th year to be precise. Part of the contents of this issue is the material of
the 18th theological workshop held in Manresa Retreat House at Changhua in
the beginning of August 1992, The topic of the workshop “To Christ With
Mary” was chosen after several discussions and discernment among the
Faculty’s members. It is more in step with modern Christology and
Mariology than the traditional saying “Ad Jesum per Mariam”. Our
formulation denotes togetherness with the Blessed Virgin Mary in
proceeding on our life of faith towards Christ the Lord. He does not stop in
Himself but leads us on to the Father, the final destiny of alt creation. This
was also expressed by the Archbishop of Taipei Msgr. Ti Kang in his article
“Gratitude and Reflection” published in “The Christian Weekly” of October
1991 when he called the ‘round-the-island’ tour and procession of the image
of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Wan Chin as “going together with the Lord in
fetlowship with Mary”.

From May 5th to December 8th 1991 there was organized a round-
island procession of the image of Our Lady which comes from the Basilica
of Wan Chin in the Kaohsiung diocese. All seven dioceses of Taiwan
participated actively in this procession, especially the lay Christians. They
transferred the statue of the Madonna from one diocese to another. They
shared experiences and learned from each other. It was indeed a rare event
of common witness and mutual cooperation among the Catholic faithful. Our
facuity made a tbeological reflection on this event. First, the teacher of
Mariology, Ms. Theresa Wong conducted a seminar on the matter. From the
materials collected some articles were written of which that of John Chang
SVD and Maria Lin MSC are chosen and published here. During the
theological workshop itself, Immaculata Kao OLC who recently graduated
from a course in Spirituality at the Gregorian Universily in Rome, was
invited to share her thoughts on “Theological Reflection on the Marian
Procession”, Finally Theresa Wong delivered her piece on “Mary: A
Christian Model.”

The second part of the workshop had as its topic “Jesus, the desired One
of human heart.” Its purpose was to delineate step by step the position and
role of Jesus in the Christian life. The basis is laid by “Jesus in the New
Testament” (Fr, Jesis Muiioz) then on “Jesus in the Ordinary Life” (Fr.
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Peter Hu) and “Jesus in the Public Life” (four lay Christians separately on
economic, social, political and cultural life).

The other five articles make up more than half of the present’issue. The
article by Fr. A. B. Chang on “The Church in China” has been published in

Chinese and English in the 69th volume bimonthly Hongkong magazine .

“Tripod” (June 1992). Its Chinesc version is published here for perusal of
our readers. We continue from last issue the article of Prof. Chao Huashan
of Beijing University on Manichaean Temples in Turban. This the third and
fourth parts completes our publication of his entire article. We are grateful

to Mr. Wang Yutung for his nice drawings of the caves and figures. The two =

atticles on Spirituality both come from Hongkong. Rev. Luke Tsui is well
known in Taiwan and his article on “Cosmic Spirituality” is far reaching
towards the post-modern dge. “The Spirituality of ‘Ch’i” by Mr. Yao is
especially valuable for his personal experience in combining Chinese Kungfu -
with Christian Spirituality. Finally the article of Sr. Agnes Lam on
“Intelligence and Affections” is a useful synthesis of recent psychological
Jiscoverics of these two human faculties.
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