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PREFACE

The present issue of our magazine includes onlj{ seven articles which are
rather long. To put it more concretely, three articles have more than eight

* - thousand characters each and-two of them have more than twenty thousand

chiaracters each. Altogether thc seven articles make about 100,000 chinese
charaeters. This is about the avemge length of each i issue .of our magazine.
After the table of ‘contents we make a short comment on the subject of each
article and its author. ~~7'" ‘ -

Within the Biblical section there are four articles. The one of Rev.
Joseph Aw “The Church’s Persecution in the Lucan Description” is for ail
practical purposes composed of two equal ‘halves. One is the dissertation
proper and the other is made up of the footnotes. Those interested on the
problematic may read the dissertation through without reading the notes.
These who want to make further research on the church’s persecution will
find valuable reference material in the footnotes. Obviously, all these
materials are in foreign languages. Chinese biblical literature is still very
poor.

The second contribution, “Jesus in the New Testament™ of Father Jesis
Muiioz, is from talk he gave during the 18th Theological Workshop held in
Changhua on August 6 to 9, 1992. Its literary character of being spoken
Chinese is apparent, nevertheless its content is of interest and in tune with the
needs of the present, To know Jesus it is necessary to know and to
acknowledge that it is the primitive Church Commmunity and today’s living
community which together deliver to us the Bible and the Gospels and tell us
that the picture of Jesus depicted in the Bible is trustworthy and credible.
Therefore, the talk starts with Pauline letters which present the first image of
Jesus the Saviour. From here on the talk continues with the explanation of
redemption and the meaning of Jesus' life and death. As far as Jesus' earthly
life is touched the four Gospels come spontancously to our sight. Here Fr.
Muiioz describes colorfully the specific character of each Gospel so that we
may know Jesus ever more deeper and deeper through the Gospels.

The third and fourth contributions are reports written by our students
for the Old Testament classes. Sister Teresa Hu writes about divine-human
refationships based on the three images employed by the prophet Hosea: Lord-
people, father-children, husband-wife. These images are used and amplified in
fater biblical literature. It is of interest to note that these relationships make
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up three of the five moral relationships in Chinese moral teaching. The other
two: friendship and brotherhood are amply developed by Christ through Paul
and John. Ms. Katherine 'Ho writes about the temple preaching of the prophet
Jeremias, giving a good account of the historic background and assimilating
well.the spirit of the prophet regarding the interiorization of religion and

social concern,

The contribution of Fr. Vu Kim Chinh “The ‘Confessions’ of St
Augustine and Liberation Theology” is outstanding in both originafity and
clarity. After an introduction to today's hermeneutics and an analysis of the
main parts of “The Confessions”, it describes the situation of Liberation .
Theology today and its relationship with “The. Confessions”. This
refationship is explained at the end as that between individuals and society, as
human nature and the wholeness of creation. The true faith comprehends
always both dimensions. For an explanation of Mr. Zhu Yanbing's article
please see. the-editorial in the 94th edition of this magazine. Finally, Fr.
Aloysius B. Chang himself wrote a short introduction for-his article “A
Theological .and Pastmal Reﬂecuon on the Catholic Church in Mainland
Chma "
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