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PREFACE

The presnet issue of our magazine is composed of nine articles,
two of them on Holy Scriptare, two bn Dogmatic Theology, three on
Ecumenism, and one each on Church History and Péstoral ‘Theology.

"The Encyclical Letter Divino Afflante Spiritu and Today's Bib-
lical Movement” is an article written by the subscriﬁing editor in
response to Rev. Mark Chen’s invitation for a qontribution to the
one hundredth issué of the Biblical Bi-Montth published by the
Franciscan Studium Biblicum in Hong Kong. This insn‘tuté of bibli-
cal studies is celebrating the beatification of its patron. John Duns
Scotus, by Pope John Paul II on March 20, 1993. Tlns year is also
the centenary of the publication of the Encychcal Letter Providentis-
simus Deus and the fiftieth anniversary of the pubhcatlon of Divino
Afflante Spiritu. These two milestones for the biblical study in the
Catholic Church deserve indeed a'cdmmemoration. Taking the oppdr- .
tunity of this occasion we express to the Studium Blbhcum
Franciscanum our sincere congratulauons and gratitude.

"To Look at Psalm 139 with a Child’s Heart"is a report written
by theé Sacro Costado sister Marla Lim for the biblical course on the
Wisdom literature of the Old Testament It is not biblical research,
but based on a few good and rehable commentanes, it takes the in-
cisive words and deep emonons of the psalmlst and then confronts
her own adventuresome life with them At the present stage of our
local Church this way of reading the Bible is not lacking creativity
and value.

The article by the Jesuit Provincial, Fr. Aloysius B. Chang, on
"The God of Jesus Christ" is a theological reflection based on Paul,
John, Hebrews, and the four Gospels. It depicts as specific of

Christianity universal and selfless love; love expressed on and by the
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Cross, love shown with the mystery of the Cross by both Jesus and
His Father. Using fundamental theology in the "dialogue between
reltgtons. it shows that horizons for solving human problems of sor-
row and gmlt adopted by dlfferent rehgtons are essential points for
dialogue. )

"Sin, Guilt, and Chinese Culture"is a long article by the Belgtan
Jesmt Scholastic and Smologtst Nlcolas Standaert. He says at the
end of the article: “The purpose of the present writing is an attempt
to mvesttgate ‘a httle more on the sense of gutlt in Christianity and
the ‘sense of _|oy “in the Chinese cullure, and to see how they can
'cdniplerﬂentEEEH‘other...Wheo Chirta meets the West is it possible to
avotd the probiem of Christ?”

"An Emment Pnest and Scholar - Matteo RlCCl was published
summanly m‘lssue 93 (Fall 1992) ‘and is presented here in its com-
plete length It'is qmte representattve of young ‘scholars in mamland>
China ‘who are makmge new eva’luatlon of the hxstory of the Cath-
olic Church’s mission and missionaries in China.

The three articles in the section on the Ecumenical Movement
are exercises of theologate students for the regular course on
ecumenism. The topics chosen Catechism of the Catholic - Church,
Ecclesiam Suam, and Prophets and Dialogue are indeed reievam. v

Finally Rev. Paul Tsau touches on a relevant pastoral issue,

racism.
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