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PREFACE

The present issue of our magazine is a collection of the talks
of the nineteenth Theological Workshop held in Changhua Manresa
Retreat House from February 15-18, 1993. There were three
characteristics of the Workshop. First, there were many participants:
17 priests, 33 sisters and scholastics, 44 lay Christians, and 20 speakers
and helpers. Altogether there were 114 participants. The dining room
was full and sometimes food was deficient, but no one complained.
The sccond characteristic: the workshop was sponsored jointly by the
Church in Taiwan and Hong Kong. It is true that :most participants
came from different dioceses or religious congregations of Taiwan, but
10 came from Hong Kong, including 4 speakers. The remaining 5
speakers were from Taiwan. Finally, the third characteristic was: the
new "Catechism of the Catholic Church” appeared a few months
earlier. It exercised considerable influence in discussions about the
sacraments of initiation. )

The 14 papers of the workshop can be presented summarily in
the following way. At the beginning and end Fr. Peter Hu gives us a
bird’s-eye view of the workshop as well as a prospective of the future
of the initiation sacraments. In the middle is the "Theology of
Initiation Sacfaments.” This paper of 8000 Chinesc characters can be
considered as the center of the workshop. It explains the important

" concept of the *Church as a fundamental sacrament’ by dividing the
Church’s role, accordihg to the new Catechism, into initiation
Sacramen’ts, sacraments of healing and sacraments of diakonia (service)
. .and koinonia (communion). Another stfong point -of this theological
‘ rc_ﬂéction consists in seeing the Church:sacrament on two levels: the
_level of life in actualizing Christ’s mystery and the liturgical level in
celebrating Christ’s mystery. Thisway helps us indeed to better
understand the meaning of what is said in the Vat. II Constitution on

s
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Liturgy no. 10 and in the new Catechism no. 1118,
The remaining 11 papers are. of two kinds. Six of them see the
initiation sacraments from different angles: from OT. and NT
Scriptures as the basis, of revelatron from the Roman Church’s history
as a place-of ritual evolution; from anthropology and sociology and
from ethics.” The rest of papers makc up the second kind of
presentation, ie, reports from Hong Kong and Taiwan about the
‘catechetical instruction; faith formation and the practices of ‘the
“initiation sacrameunts. These reports are both sharing of experiences
“and-‘theological reflections. From these reports we can see how
“difficult it is to hold an ideal catechetical instruction. It is no less
:difficult to follow the spirit of Vat. II in reformrng the hturgy and
vag it in the life setting,
- Nevertheless first steps were made. Marykn'oll'Father F. John
Abearn:in: Hong Kong: and Miss Reichl in Taiwan were pioneers in
-“litargy ‘and catechetics after Vat.-II. Neither of them addressed the
workshop ‘but sent their written report now published here. Such
efforts of our missionaries serve as a spur to us, local believers both
clergy and lay Christians, to do as much as they dld or at least no less
. than‘what{hey did.
“Finally the insight gained by both artlcrpants ‘from Taiwan and
Hong Kong into the positive and negah é sﬂes of our liturgical and
catechetical endeavours was the timely contnbutlon of the workshop.
s=If there is something tg lament, it is that no representative from
“ mainland China came. We know by now that Catholics in China have
“adopted ‘the post-Vatican II liturgy quite universally, especially during
-+ the last few years as the liturgical books from Taiwan and Hong Kong
»> are widespread in China, There are very many people entering the
Church by recciving the ‘initiation sacraments every year. Our hope
and - prayer is that this collection of talks and papers will reach their
hands for their reference and further reflection.
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