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PREFACE

The twelve talks of the Twentieth Theological Workshop
held in Changhua, January 24-28,1994, collected here, deal with
the new Catechism of the Catholic Church. There is not yet a
Chinese translation of this catechism so all the speakers based
their digsertations on the original French edition or on versions
in Italian, German, or Spanish. We hope to have a unified
Chinese translation for use in Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macao,
Mainland China, and overseas. But ecclesiastical authorities for
all these regions will first have to meet and decide on a text
that will achieve a consensus.

On the eve of the workshop, January 24th, the dean of the
theologate, Fr. Louis Gendron, presented an overview of the
workshop to an audience of about one hundred participants.
Msg. Julius Janugz, the representative of the Holy See to the
Republic of China, spoke about the human personality of Pope
John Paul II. The Monsignor spoke in Knglish while Fr,
Gendron translated paragraph by paragraph into Chinese . The
text here was made by Miss Grace Hsu.

We are grateful to Msgr. Janusz for his friendly sharing
with us about his personal relationship with the Pope over
many vears. Those who know of the contribution the Pope has
made to the new catechism will appreciate the speech as an
opportune beginning of the workshop on the new catechism.

Fr. Xavier Han, S.D.B.,, from Hong Kong, gave the first talk
on the background and genetic process of the CCC. He sorted
out the desires of the post-modern age and the challenges of he
new evangelism, The period from 1975-1992 was a genetic
process of different working groups with discussion, writing,
and revision . These groups showed a high degree of knowledge
on the topics, affection for each other , and unity amidst
pluralism in their search for expression of truth. This paper at
the assembly’s opening was especially thought provoking.

Fr. Paul Welte’'s two lectures on the structure and
characteristics of the CCC brought out the mutual connection
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Fpd REHEHE )Y ZHENHBME , E28%Rafacllo  Martinel-
lis Le fasi di elaborazione del Catechismo, #EI1 Catechismo del
Vaticano [, Edizioni Paoline : Milano 1993.pp 11-~34.

Sandro Maggiolini, Criteri per la stesura en : 11 Catechismo del
Vaiicano I1 Edizioni Paoline : Milano 1993 p.35.

M.Alcala, Nuevo Catecismo Catolico, Razon y Fe 227 ( 1993 ) p.169.
Ibid.p.167.

Sandro Maggiolini, Criteri per la stesura, en : I1 Catechismo del
Vaticano I1, Edizioni Paoline : Milano 1993, p.43.

{ Si potrebberc dire molte cose sulle nova et vetera di questo Cate-

@ @& 6

chismo, nello stesso tempo molio innovative e molto tradizionale.
Un fatto, a mio avviso, merita particolare attenzione : la presenza
inusuale in questo tipo di testi, di numerose testimonianze di santie
di sante. Questo testo non puo offrire indicazioni concreti per ghi
adattamenti necessari a situazioni diverse non solo per cultura
maanche per eta spirituale, e cosi via. Solo i santi sono cosi
universali, cattolici, da poter comprensibilmente esprimere a tutti,
con parole che sgorgano da esperienze di vita, le verita della fede.
Come si potrebbe dubitare che le parole di santa Caterina, di santa

Teresa d’Avila o disante Teresa di Gesu Bambino abbiano la forza
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di superare tutte le barriere culturali e umane per proclamare
universalmente, in un linguaggio infiammato dall’amore di Cristo,
le verita antiche e sempre nuove della{buona novella} del

Cristo ? » Christoph von Schonborn, 11 mistero Trinitario come

filo conduttore en: I1 Cathechismo del Vaticano I, Edizioni
Paoline :+ Mlano 1993 p.6a.
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