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Preface

There are nine articles in the present issue of Collectanea. Five of
them are reports of the student body. The first three reports are all about
psalms, while the remaining two are about theology. In “The Religious
Cousciousness of the Psalms,” Miss Hsu Shumei reflects interestingly a -
basic viewpoint of tenown:commentarists, like Weiser or Beauchamyp, that
all the psalms are centeréd- around two main axes, i.e,; prayers..of
supplication .and hymns of.thanksgiving However, Miss Hsu makes
another point.that the religious experience and expressions transcend all
categories. Her view expresses a characteristic of the so-called messianic
psalms which are highly esteemed within the Catholic Biblical
Scholarship.

Mr, John Yao’s commentary and personal tasting of Ps 122 about
Jerusalem is quite timely. This unique capital in the world and a holy city
is celebrating the 3000th jubilee of its foundation by King David. The
celebration will last for 16 months starting from September 1995 to
January 1997 (see Catholic Observer of Fujen University, no. 149, 1 Oct.
1995, p.4 ). Mr. Yao does not stop with the Old Testament alone, he goes
further to comment on the Gospel, Christ, Church, and Christians. And at
the end, he tackles the prayer in the Chinese spirituality: invited, turned
back, enthralied, stood face to face, joy and in communion. The article
likens praying with psalms to drawing water from an inexhamstible
source. For our case, Jerusalem city.perhaps is far away from us, but it is
indeed very close to our hearts.

Miss Katherine Ho’s “Ps 143: A Curse with Rights?™ is an unseful
supplement; since the so-called curse psalms (though not numerous) are
creating difficulties to those who pray with psalms. In 1982, the
Liturgical Commission of the Chinese Bishops® Conference edited the
collection of psalms and canticles of the Breviary, It put those phrases of
curse in small print. That perhaps is somewhat of a solution, Ho’s article
points out a deeper reason of such cursing psalms, although it
acknowledges the shortcomings of the Old Testament prayers which are in
want of New Testament’s correction and complement.

'f'be article, “Church as Body of Christ: Hs Meaning and a
Reflection,” depicts well the theological and biblical aspects of this
important theme, Although the article refers to the concrete situation of
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the Church of a Protestant denomination in Singapore, it reflects also the
Catholic Chnrgh’s situation in Taiwan and therefore worth reading for all
Christians. ~Sister Cecilia Chan’s article, “Symbohsm and Theological
Significance of Phoenix and Dragon in Shan Hai Jin,” is a good example
of indigenization of theoiogy. There is still a lot to do in this direction.

The remaining four articles are written by veteran writers.
““/jolence and Scripture” is a favorite topic of the author, Benoit
Vermander, who has a doctorate in political science before entering the
Society of Jesus. Fr, Chang’s article, “The Role of the Church in the
“rocess of Modernization of China,” has a short preface explaining its
origin and purpose. R. Cantalamessa’s “Holy Spirit and Prayer” is a
transiation by Fr. Joseph Chen, $.J. in Shanghai. Finally Sister Genoveva
Chien starts the publication of her transtation of C. Floristan’s “Theologia
Practica,” which will be continued in the next issue of this Coliectanea.
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SUMA DE PERFECCION

Olvido de lo eriado

Memoria del Criador ;
Atencion a lo interior ;
v estarse amando al Amado.

(8an Juan de la Cruz. Poesia Completa. Coleccidén
Grandes Autoress, ediciones 29. Ed. Miguel de Santiago.
Barcelona, 1989. 132.)
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