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PREFACE

The present issue of our journal is a collection of the talks of
the 23rd Theological Workshop held in St. Teresa’s Activity Center,
Taoyuan, Taiwan, from February 5-8, 1996. The theme of the
workshop was Lay Ministry. More than 90 people participated
inciuding 10 priests, 33 sisters and 60 lay people. The number of
laymen participating, a third of the total number of participants,
was noteworthy as laywomen are normally present in much greater
numbers. The number of speakers, 21, was also a record.

The preparatory commission under Louis Gendren planned 9
lecture sessions with 14 speakers and 4 sharing sessions with 7
speakers. The question to be addressed was “How to improve the
training of the laity such that they might take on their ministries in
the Church?” e

In editing the papers they have been divided into two groups:
lectures and sharings. This editorial division does not necessarily
reflect the way in which the papers were originally presented.
Thus on the topic of Volunteer-Apostles in Taiwan, Luis Gutheinz,
Mr. Hsiao Chih-chi.and Ms. Yang Tsan-mei all spoke. The papers
of the former two are listed under “lectures” whilst Ms. Yang’s
paper is presented as a “sharing”. Teresa Lee’s paper on women’s -
ministry was originally presented as a “sharing” but weé have classed
it as a “lecture”, providing, as it does, a model presentation’ of
feminine spirituality in which conceptual articulation is built on
prior experience. ‘

Unfertunately the manuscripts of Mark Fang’s and Clotilda
Tsai’s papers were not available in time for publication, but Fr,
Fang’s outline notes are included.
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Louis Gendron’s paper gives an excellent summary of each of
the articles. It is not necessary fo repeat it here. Nonetheless, it is
not inappropriate to draw attention to a few points of terminology
that are particularly relevant to Taiwan today.

The theme of the laity has received special attention as a result
of Vatican 1I. The term “lay” is understood in opposition to that of
“clerical”. In a time of Clericalism, ministry was seen as
exclusively confined to the clergy. Now that the common
priesthood of the faithful has been revived non-clerics are aiso called
on to share in the Church’s mission and ministry.

*According to Vatican 1I’s Lumen Gentium and John Paul IP’s
Chnistiﬁde!es laici, the lay faithful are those who are neither clergy
por religious. On this reading, we should talk of the ministry of the
laity. However, sometimes the term “laity” means “non-clerics”
and hence imciuded non-ordained religious. Given this later
reading we should speak of the non-ordained ministry.

In specially inviting two parish sisters to come and share on
the tepic of the lay ministry the workshop showed that its concern
was for all non-ordained ministry.

No matter what the terminology adopted, the Church today
calis more and more on the non-ordained (the laity, religious sisters
a2nd brothers) to take an official part in the ministry of the church
and {¢c gssume the mission of the church. We call on the church in
Taiwan io both enable and encourage the faithful to take an official
role in the ministry of the church and also to improve attitudes and
the working environment so as to permit non-ordained persons to

gxercise their ministry fully in the church.
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