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PREFACE. |

The first four articles in this volume. of Collectanea Theologica are
a continuation of artuoles published in the previous volume {109) under
the heading Lay Ministry. - : : :

Only a quarter of the articles by Teresa wong and Peter I-lu,
appeared in the previous volume. There, only the basic principles ang
concepis of the themes were presented. In the present volume the main
points are addressed, namely The Disciples of Christ in the Gospels and
The History of Lay Ministries in the Church. Both articles describe the
relationship between the identity and role of the faithful (the disciples of
Christ) as it developed and changed through history from the New
Testament up to and inciuding Vatican II.

Genoveva Chien’s paper, Reformmngmr:esmﬂreChmhaﬁer
Vatican Il complements the above two articles from the perspective of
Vatican [1's “era.of the laity”. Paul Chan’s Lay Ministry: Spirituality in
the 21st Century boldly states that at a time .of calling for renewal of
ministries in the Church a spirifuality for lay minisiry and practical
means for its implementation are of prime importance. A suitable forum
of spirituality is suggested for each type of ministry in this emmently
readable and practical article, - _ :

lntthcripuuresectlonmereatetwoamdes Paul Tsausgnma
sketch of the influence of Nebuchadnezzar on the Israclites of the Old
Testament period. Thomas Tseng uses modemn exegetical techniques to
discuss The Motive for which Paul wrote Romans. This paper is
particularly helpful to a Chinese audience in that it provides a method of
Scripweral exegesis. While in Taiwan, Mr. Tseng specialized in political

-science. Now he is a graduate student in the Master’s program ofl:he
Christian’ Theology Department of Tiibingen University. We hope he
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will commue to write for our pubhcanon and we wish him a speedy and
successful conclusion to his studies.

in the Litwrgy sectwn,r Thomas Law, president of the Hong Kong
diocesan commission for liturgy, contributes a paper on the inculturation
of the linirgy: Christian Liturgical Seasons and Culture. This paper
looks at the question from a broad perspective that is lacking in many
articles, which tend to concentrate on the details of ritual. Although the
paper is addressed particularly to the situation of the Church in Hong
Kong, itis a useﬁll reference work for other areas influenced by Chinese
culture: . :

Under the rubric of -Spirituality special attention is given to
I‘wenty—one Prayers af St Wrése transiated and annotated by the late
Joseph Chen These prayers ‘will be of assistance in shaping a spirituality

for lay mmlshy Fr. Chen worked on the Chinese translation of the New -

Carechmn ‘The first Version of Part Four® Prayer of the Christian was
his and all transiators note that his work is particularly vibrant. The
present article bears the same hallmarks. It is hoped that the reader will
carefully appreciate these prayers.

The first item.in the Book Review is a review of the swan song of
the moral theologian, Bernhard Hiring, Es geht auch anders. Fr. Au
believes that this book can be considered as Hiring’s final exhortation,
rather like the Last Supper Discourse in the Fourth Gospel. It betokens
an impassioned hope that the Church will remain united in the Holy
Trinityand is a fervent appeal and admonition to those in authority in the
Church. This article invites serious réflection.

Finally, Ignatius Ku's article Chinese Christian Texts from the
Zikawei Library is the préfice to the 24 volumes of Documents of the
Ming-Oing Catholic Church, a photo-reprint of ongnal documents of
outstanding bistorical valve. o
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