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PREFACE

Owr theologate moved to Fujen University, Taiwan, in 1967.
Two years later, in the autumn of 1969, the first issue of Collecianea
Theologica appeared. The purpose of both the theologate and its
Jjournal was the inculturation of the Church in China, using Chinese ways
of thought and language to express theology. Pastor Ching-chang Liu
reviews the effort made by the Catholic Church in this field from 1949
through a study of the first 100 issues of our journal. Pastor Liu has
known the theologate for over a decade and it is an honour to publish his
appraisal.

At the time of the 50th issue of Collectanea in 1981 Aloysius B.
Chang, 8.J., concluded that the first decade was marked by an attempt to
present the main theses of Vatican II in a Chinese context and by an
effort to reflect on theological questions against the background of the
Chinese Church. It is more difficult to encapsulate the work of the
following 50 issues (from 51 to 100). However, with a view to
preparing for the 21st century the editorial board has examined issues
51-110 and analysed the coverage given to each topic. In all 11 topics
are identified and these will be used in future issues of Collectanea:
1.Scripture[S]; 2.DogmafDo]; 3.Moral; 4.Sacramental Rites[R]. 5.Church History[H],
6.Laity[L]; 7.Spirituality[Sp]; 8.Pastoral[P]; 9.Dialogue[D]; 10.Book Reviews; ! 1.0Other.

Apart from the first two essential topics, those meriting the most
attention for the coming century are nos. 3{M], 4[R}], 6[L] and 3{D]. In
the present context of Talwan nos. 8{P] and 9[D] merit special attention.
Looking back on the 750 articles contained in these issues it emerges that
while topic 8[P] commanded a healthy 8% of all articles written, topics
3[M].4[R], 6[L] and 9{D] only ranged between a meagre 3 and 5%.

The 750 articles were submitted either voluntarily or on request.
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Requested articles were frequently papers delivered at the annual
theological seminar. Now, while 7% of articles in the pastoral field
(8[P]) were free submissions; none of those on the laity (6[1]) were and
only less than 5% for topics 3[M] ,4[R] and 9[DD]. Thus if we wish to
meet our objective we will be considering our editorial policy with a
view to promoting articles in the required topics.

The present issue can serve as a pointer to our future policy, The
special paper by Chiara Lubich, Theology of Spirituality in Moviemento
dei Focolari, is her address on the occasion of receiving the first ever
honorary doctorate granted by Fujen Theologate. Theological reflection
from the point of view of a lay movement is something which we
welcome.  We also need articles on the identity of the laity, their role,
mission and tasks.

Both the Scripture and Dogmatic articles take the Holy Spirit as
their theme. Before Vatican II the Holy Spirit received scant attention.
This has been redressed by the Council and by the New Catechism of
1992. We hope to publish more articles in the field of pneumatology,
whilst also encouraging articles addressed to other themes to bear this
aspect in mind.

As far as the actual number of articles written, the Moral section is
one of the weaker points in Collectanea. With Vatican II and Moral
Theology we intend to make a fresh start and look forward to more
articles in this field.

The Pastoral and Dialogue topics are ones that we wish to
strengthen. The area to be covered includes reflection on pastoral
experience, ways of introducing the New Catechism, inter-religious
dialogue, ecumenism and dialogue with Christians in mainland China.

Finally, from this issue on each article will be preceeded by a brief

editorial introduction and presentation of the author.
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