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EDITORIAL

The Holy Father proclaimed a special year for priests to run from
19 June 2009 till 19 June 2010. To mark this year the 33" Theological
Workshop held in the Fahy Building at Fu Jen University on 5* and 6"
March 2010 was dedicated to the theme of the priesthood. The present
issue of Collectanea contains the texts of most of the papers given in the
Workshop. The papers tend to revolve around the topic of the ministerial
priesthood and the common priesthood, approaching the subject from
Scripture, Canon Law, practical experience and spirituality. The speakers
included bishops, priests, sisters, VIPs and ordinary folk, single and
married, those preparing for marriage and those about to enter religious
life, in short a great variety of persons.

Besides the articles dedicated to the special topic, this issue
includes two articles on Scripture, one on spirituality and one in the
history section. Gregory Dawes’ article on the interpretation of the Bible
continues from the last issue. Here we give the sections on the modern
and post-modern periods.

The other article in Scripture is a translation of Raymond Brown’s
introduction to the Gospels and Epistles of John. The choice of text and
translation is the work of the Living Water Translation Team. Raymond
Brown is one of the most outstanding exegetes of the twentieth century.
Born in New York, his work has had a worldwide influence even beyond
the English-speaking world. Moreover, his work is used not only in the

Catholic Church but also by Protestants. In writing, Brown took into
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account editorial criticism, historical criticism, literary criticism, the
Dead Sea scrolls and many different opinions about the text. In his
exegesis he tends to employ historical criticism most.

Between 1966 and 1982 Brown composed three tomes for the
Anchor Bible on John’s Gospel (Vol. 1 Chs. 1~11; Vol. 2 Chs. 12~21)
and John’s Epistles. In 1979 he published The Community of the Beloved
Disciple outlining the background of the Johannine Community. In his
last years he condensed his findings into one short summary, published
in Chinese in Taiwan in 2010. The article in this issue of Collectanea
comes from this latter work.

Dr. Ruth Yang’s article on Dreams and Spiritual Guidance looks at
the topic of spiritual guidance and at what the spiritual traditions of the
Church have to offer. The first parts she concentrates on are the
mysteries of the sub-conscious whilst, secondly, she looks at how God
influences people and thus looks at the real needs of the human heart.
The two ways work together so that when I listen to God’s voice within
me and experience God’s presence and working in my heart, it can bring
about a spiritual healing, restoring the relationship between God and
human beings. As Christ becomes man, so he enables me to be saved and
divinized. If psychological healing and spirituality are disconnected then
each only gets a partial glimpse of the person. In today’s world we
ex})ect a holistic vision in which spirituality and psychology cooperate.
Indeed this action is nothing other than the purgative, illuminative and
unitive ways of tradition.

Finally, the issue ends with a short biography of the present Pope by
Fr. Mark Fang, to congratulate Pope Benedict on his first five years in

office.
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