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Abstract

This paper focuses on the Zhu Zongyuan case, ascertaining his life and writings
through research, analyzing the origin of ideclogy and language in his
interpretation on original sin, in the context of the first meet between Chinese
and Western culture. The author tries to make the relaticnship clear, which is
between the interpretation of Zhu Zongyuan and Jesuits in China on original sin,
in order to know his faculty of comprehending Catholic.

The paper is divided into two chapters. The first chapter manages to re-verify
the life and writings of Zhu Zongyuan. Zhu Zongyuan was born in 161871617 and
baptized by Louis Buglioc at Hangzhou in 1638. Then he cooperated with Zhang Nengxin
in writing Pomilun. It was believable that he had been taught by Emmanuel Diaz
Junior for a whole year in 1639. Between 1640 and 1645, he assisted Jean Monteiao’
s missions in Ningbo. In 1659, he invited the Dominican missionary Juan Bautista
de Morales into Ningbo. He was died in 1660. Following are the writings of him:
three books named Pomilun, Dakewen and Zhengshi Lileshue, one paper called Jiaoshe
zhi 11 suoyi si shangdi ye, three prologues of Tianzhu shengilao shijie zhiquan,
Bianjingly and Zongdu jing.

The second chapter is mainly on the relationship between the interpretation
of Zhu Zongyuan and Jesuits in China on original sin. Matteo Ricci proposed the
concept “original sin” inChina firstly. After his death, Didace de Panto ja went
first followed by Giulios Aleni. The Jesuits in China had come to an integrated
system of interpretation on original sin, when Zhu Zongyuan converted. In such
a context, Zhu Zongyuan interpreted original sin in five ways followed: explain
original sin in the theory of Redemption, obscurely speak of monogenesis,
cross—question about the origin of evil, draw support from the tension between
God' s grace and Human’ s betray, harmonize God’ s justice and love. After the
analysis, the author comes to a conclusion that: even though Zhu Zongyuan brought
some Chinese elements into his interpretation, there is a character that all his
interpret models followed the way of medieval church, which came to China owing
to Jesuits, especially Didace de Pantoja, Giulios Aleni and Emmanuel Diaz. The
analysis of language origin re-proves this conclusion. As such a character also
exists in the interpretation of other Chinese Christians, who converted while
Jesuit’ s interpretation on original sin had been systematized, the author goes
to a further conclusion, just as Zhu Zongyuan, the Chinese Christian before had
a well faculty of comprehending Catholic, they had enough power to take on their
responsibilities in the first meeting between Chinese and Western cultures.

Keywords: Late Ming, Zhu Zongyuan, Original Sin, Interpretation
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