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_ABSTRACT

The “ethical characteristic” does not belong to T. C. Chao’s
theology exclusively. In the fisst half of the 20th century in China
there was a pervasive tendency to make an ethical interpretation of
Christian faith. This “ethical characteristic” was manifested in T. C.
Chao’s system of theology which was one of the most systematic and
comprehensive of its time.in China. The anicle examines a mmber of
ethical emhodiments of T. C. Chao’s theology, exploring the causes,
of this ethical charmacteristic, - and evaluating the strengths and
weakneases of T. C. Chao’s theology with “ethical characteristic” .

The first pant of the book . points out that the “ethical
characteristic” .is embodied not only in T. C. Chao’ s theories of
God, Christ, Bible, church and redemption, but also Im his
understandings of several Christian doctrines, such as heaven, the
trinity, sin, etc. Furthermore, the author demonstrates that T. C.
Chao’'s theology is constructed on the basis of ethical redemption —
the belief that the individual s moral action is the crucial element to
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his salvation .

The second part of the book explores the causes of T. C.
Chao’ s ethical theology. The author argues that the Chinese
temporal situation and diffienities of society and eulture provide one
moral theme for T. C. Chao’s theology. The ethical trait of the
Chinese traditional culture, especially Confucianism makes T. C.
Chao’s theology take on ethical “garment” with westem theologies
playing a supporting rale in this ethical process.

The third part of the book evaluates the strengths and
weaknesses of T. C. Chao’s ethical theology. The anthor points out
that T. C. Chao’s eflort to build an ethical theology is an attempt o
constiuct one “contextual theology” in the comtext of the Chinese
society and culiure. His theology plays an important rofe to enlighten
individual morality and personality in the social reality of that time.
~But on the other hand, his theologieal theories also bring about two
problems: Firstly, the author thinks that T. C. Chao has overfooked
the tension between individual morality and the social ethic when he
tried to aitain a reasonable society through improving individual
mﬁ]it)'. The author argues that social facts are not the mechenical
combinations of many individual facts. The improvement of
individual morality alone is not enough to make a reasonable society .
It is impossible to regulate the social ethical behaviors simply by
improving personal moral actions. Secondly, the author thinks that
T. C. Chao neglected the tension between transcendence and the
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inherence of Chnstian ethics when he overemphasized the Chnstian
ethic’ s meaning to the social moral construction and built his ethical
theology around the moral function of Chnstianity. T. C. Chao
emphasized the efficacy of theology to reconstruct human life and
society excessively and had a presupposing optimistic feeling to this
efficacy, which results in his overestimating of individual moral
ability in the salvation of individual and society. In addition, at the
end of the book, the author concisely analyzes the ethical
characteristic of Christian faith in China and its cause of formation.
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FEH ORI T 7. IEhEhm AR, HY
EHGLRE, TARE R BT K T SRR RN
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@ T.C. Chao, The Fotre of the Church in Social and Economic Thought and
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BROAREE, Hm T ARRAEENTS., XBEER
H o AR AR R , T i AR O R 5 A R L,
bY@

D BXE{HF9EY, 5 A RSB, 2000 FE4%, 55 803 T,
D HEE (BERNRMEEAE) S 48 F.
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FRZRABELTFEX - HNPEA . ERERNRF
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P 32k, VIR T Jy S T S R A B ER AL R PRI

@ BRER R TR VUK S K (Venderbilt University ), 3E7E 4 K F
s, PER M EMA R ADLEEENFITLFEGE. hREFHY2E
HA DA FREAMTHE R T R EHF A TEXE R RSN AEE
FHEEHE L HARRIOTHE. NEFEERAGCEELE, @ RFRFEL
TR, T EEFHE WK L RERS KA A -4 Bl 5l
BT 1924 # - 1926 F HALDOWFETS, FETRETFE LA 2%
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& MR,

@ BEREFANEFFRELAREE, HEEZ R BRI B # L L —
AN BT AR X E P EERERE RIS NLETRE, it
W R AR MER NP FES William James, Walter Rauschenbusch, Gearge Walter
Fiske, William Newton Clarke, Josish Royce, Borden Parker Bowne, Henry Churchill
King, Henry Bergeon, Sherwood Eddy A, TR R Z 4. (BUR R A 24,5 83
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i & F 8 BD ( Borden Parker Bowne) M A # £ X
{ Personalism ) # = %] 1 S 55 B A A5 A & A5 ma)

— ABENERERRE

TR X EREARE LI FH P A, §
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BN R ERERTENAHEE; B FAMNZ

R, FHFORR, LRAFHF LRGN, R E4H

ARGABHES ,BE §AARD

@ #18.(Borden Parker Bowne, 1847 — 1910) 8 A4 + ¥ W% iy 4k A, 89
FEFHAG GBI L2 3 Meraphysics ) (1882) , {4 {18 99T 3 Theism) ( 1887) { A
EE N 3 Pearsonalism (1008, .

@ BER (LTINS B{EERTE)F-£. 50K,

@ Wi,Bs570,
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X HEE I RIS FERAELAR 8 & AR LS
BRI TERMA L — DR EA RN . AR ALY
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T BERABBSRMARE)B 6,
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MBRAKEHKER. (LERE(RENTE) B(BERIHL.5 £.589
). AMAE(RRIDPRERESHESHTHESHLRN A NHE 8 o RS
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X S HEH KR OC T 4 0 818 (knowledge
about the thing)” , ] A4 f&--- fft “ 35 ) 42 £t &9 % [ ( knowledge of
the thing)”, 41 IR KBS Z I, ©11RIKEE T i1E , X
R X FH Y MR E R B — Fel 2 Y 50, 58 TG4
TR IR D, T IR B, S A N BT <R
R IRREER R A AR O TERY b AT A0, AT A SR TN
KR DB BAVLAR AL IR AT A 35 6, /AT ) A4 B0 X
B R A SRAITHE R BB E S, RET
WA A REHNFEANARSOMEES, X8, R
PAATRATI A o 2 0 — ok o P B R ) — oA 0 v
XA FLRHR T RATRAM . “ABREN . ARER %
L4 A O B4 TR L BRI BT P R S TR RN B 19,
BT AR IBRRMIT 1 R TR R A A8 TR B A
R SERHANIL I B A 2 X4, e RS
v RIFF4E .

[0, BEA MR U F MBI 15, R R 278
B S ESL RN T N RS (self -
sufficient ) B FN 78 248 3 BITF AR, " A K00 40 F0 T0 B % 22 ) it
SEERFR o AT PREO A 228 I 2R B4R 0T LA A B Y

(&  Borden Parker Bowne, Persanafism, Boeton and New Yark: Houghton, Mifflin,
1908, pp.9- 14,

@ Ihid., Preface p.7.

W Ibid., p.265.

@&  Ibid., p.280,
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B RIS IIRATE © RA Y, iR R4 %6 5T,
FRATTEG A S (LA BB AT AT LAY 1 R, EFERA IR R
o 11 TR R, TRATR LA R BT, R
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AFERTE XD,

SRR , LTI I AN 15 10 2 — R LA @ B RE A
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A FAINIE. |
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D' Borden Parker Bowne, Personalism, pp.142-150,
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| ERAEBER Bl s — PR AR —,
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N AIEN:E R W
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O RPN A RO ), B8, 157 |,
@ BER {HEinD, RXERCE F 8.8 560 0,
3 Borden Parker Bowne, Theism, New York: Harper and Brothers, 1902, p.286.
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@ Borden Parker Bowne, Theism, p.231,
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B FH JE 2 ( Protestant Liberalism) 5 v [ 20 k4t F 21
B HM R KRR ET. YNURMEEZIRETIHE
FWEHLAMEFRREHBA 8 WIRER B, L
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b EAM S aAFRBYaNPEARNETPEEE P E
HEF PR A by E U . B A R B AR, M
RENAHEWERR . CHHBEFNREREEH
SR RE B, e EREN, EREEN G diRWFE LT

@ SHEEREEER EER T a0, B —8EE LF 2 ERNE
A EACEE, B AN L T L AR A R RAEDINE,
LR AN, B RAEE . BT U FFZES AN A N EERA 4, W
BAIAR R DG S AR EE RN R REA AT R. I8
#1425 (John Fryer). T & 5 ( William A. P. Martin) . # 5 51 { Young John
Allen) . ZEF2EE K (Timothy Richard ) , 3£ H  Gilbert Reid) #1{E 2 4% ( Emst Faber) .
BN E(E N — P E A RS AL F45 R B, 204 £5 H
MO E BRERE (B e6-12 1),

@ Kar Hartenstein, Frangelisches Missionsmagazen ( EMM 82,1938, p. 10, #4
BE (BMERNE MY E N A N ESNEREA I ELSHXPR
sl FECH RFALB 5 80 [ S A A ——1807 - 19493 ( China and Protestantism :
Historical Perspectives , 1807 — 1949) — 3058, fF #A 9 7E 20 tHed |- et 4 b B S0
HEE RHE BER BER NESFSETHABHNE. IR BRE S
FLA A A RMCE R, AR T S o A TP T AR A T 4R . L Stephen
Uhalley, Jr. wnd Xigoxin Wu Ed.. China and Christienity: Budened Pust, Hopeful
Future New York: M.E. Sharpe, 2001, p.188.
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WOEEH, FREEE L ERFRR RN ENE
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3R W#F ( Friedrich Schleiermacher) 35 5K 75 52 208 iH iY 5 BB Wy
RREEBEWN, XE—EBE L AR N E A
#E, PR BRI ARG, SRR S ARRGRE I T, MR E A
SR AR - Fl 354K (Albrecht Ritschl) $8 Hy 3 2 5] 55 W i
“IRE PSRRI LT, SEER R HEEE XS EM
WERE, FEREEHEARE B, ANT— B i F) 45 RS- QU R 2
FAF R B IR, BN EER EM 1875 4
PR E— B, TR E A I M 19 14 5 20 fit 422 25 H 3
1930 4F, TERMARBINAR R Z G, B RAFHARAYE
EEA UK - # /R 2 (Wilhelm Herrmann) Ju R 215 £ %

T AFURHHRERFRENEEL RS AEEGEBE0H0, g
20 e sk 30 48, PR R PR DA, A0 B2 R T IF T 1 H st
FHHAMAFROREAR,. BE-FELR3PEARENLE-T AnGET
REPHLSW IS, CRPHNEHEE “BEAEEEL; A6 0
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@ BRFRIN A REN KA Albrecht Ritschl, Adolf V. Hamack, Walter
Rauschenbusch, Wilhelm Herrmann 25 A, ¢
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I (Julius Kaftan) 4§ 8 % - ¥ K ( Theodor Hiring) LA X% BT 38 % -
7+ W AR 75 ( Adolf Von Hamack) %%, ZEREA FH - BEXK-&
(Herwy Churchill King) . FI B - &7 B8 % % % (Arhur Cushman
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B AR HER LAEHE A AR NBRIRRE,

B, B iR FA R ERENHREAEEXE ¥
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FEEF L) — B IAA RIS SRS PEEI—FH IR
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IS TEIE R R AT BINE X (5 4o [ AR I TR

@ James C. Livingston, Modern Christian Thought , Vol. 1, New Jersey: Premice
- Hall, 1997, p.271. A RAHFEBRUIRE, A XEF HAIHB{ARLETHR
Y- BRAEN, BENRAZ BB M. 74, BIHEXAGIXE S T
PEARIES -MBEMIRATHARY - TR —BURM. WA RS
Kt , 1992 AR AR

@ EEMNTHRENESREENRRANEERRLEIINELE, =
E LR (AL B B MR (R B M A R .
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MEEETA B A (temporal ) 2L, 0 M 2888 2805 00 1) B
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HRET. “NEHEENEARSLERENEY, 4 &
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O Addf V. Hamack, Hisory of Dogmma, Vol. 1, i James C. Livingston ;
Modern Christion Thought, Val. 1, p.287.

@ 1Ihid., p.288.

@ BRFERATEHEBEERSHENRS), FEHLBE, 1950 51, & 25
-2 R,

@ BER(AROCRIAR).$HS5HT,
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@ FK - BRI Roger Olson) : { B MAN LB LG, L5 AL KSR
. 2003 KR, %5 596 9.
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(James C. Livingston)iA % H 3 [ s % 1R AR 1 Kok
THEZ MR E, A2 BRHSH BT E PRSP

(D James C. Livingston, Modern Christian Thought, Vol. Il , New Jersev: Prentice
- Hall, 2000, p.10.

@ James C. Livingsion, Modern Christian Thought, Vol |, p.273.

@ BER(BELELEHES) BT,
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A BT O EEERTHNG AR RNAE XS
HtIRMFFER, AR ER RGN E BB SHHY
R EAETE o MR R R L S BN NSRS, A
REREBSHET. AMTENGEER LSS0 T
MMRBERIER " CRn, S KRR E GRE
LA g ee, 3R o A 7R A SURE AL | B0 ik 3 o ) R A £
Mo FRAERFHGWHOEEAEhIRWGFIER BB E
R A ER R, F i 35 R /R (Albent Schweitzer ) 15 %
B, A RIS AR TR AR 2 A - B D RS A A,
A ERBEIR— BB A R, TR S0 F LT
FIRATE O B A RIR " P B PR X T 1 5 B ER
Rt R SR R BRER AE TR AR B E R — R, &
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polities , New York: Scribmer, 1968, p.71.
@ ﬂﬁﬁ:(@ﬁﬁﬁ}s% 33 ﬁc

302



AR BRI F RAFR

REEAERSFA, FAW, RACEGRE, LE
X B ER 2

BAR FERERE RS IR Al R TR A B A
B, A AT B AT 8.5 e R e it 38 8-y LA
BT T ARRE MR B84 e, 382 A3
KA Ve LA BT S TE R E D TR R AR
DASIE S B P A

BORRE A RE AT 0 38 A R A iR & S H im0 Y
AR RSB 10 AT . BEBENS RR ST
REHEEARE RHEXMFARXR S 243 B
R BRARERMHBME., URIIFER G ZEERR
BEEMARREE TR T EHEMNRSHERBRHE, &
I, 36 AT 2 A B o A D 5 HOW T R R s F R
12 IRIBL A A — B, ERORAG SR LB — 1 B 45 0 LR 1
MENBT Y EEENRTEHE, - 5 RSk B R B fR
BB LTS T —RHE TR B B -8 LT
HM T XFRIORH, BB EENE, 2
TR OHE, AR AT CE RS T ARFEMNE X, i HH
HEERARTERT PRI AERATTER."? R ERH
SR PORT BTG ) A MR SR K B R
T —MeRg, EmpdE R HENTAE TS,

O BERAEAKLE) BRI,
D B ARE SRS NERRPIR). B 0.

303



304

BERMWFERIR

R EEEREW X TEBH I3, BRI mE TR, 2K
REXS L EE AT T — R RE W B R BARE AR R
ERFERIRE, LW AEFEE8 S 6 NEEA ARHEEE
IAEAE , i BB TR A H BB 8 LAk T+ e i
{57, XA TRER AR B ehf FR RAC T L 0h . Ko, R P A N
“FEMAXEE T, AR ENEET IR —FARAMEZ &
B G IR RERF B R, XA AR R AR S
IR SN A AU 2 1 1 2 B AR 5 0 R o 1 T
Bo H—DU, HERTET MESAR  2HMEREZ S,
Rt , R EREXAER F"V5 0, e SR
MER ROy L R EEERNEE, e T T AUENE
&5, AR IR PG 2B, TE 2 B & Bl fi 09 A4, 3077
FOT R, U FBNARE—,

TR A BRSNS

Tt U EM B RBEWHEERSHESEMA, R
PABATAT B LT LAER . A0 A S IR A 52
BHVBEFEB ERAE R, RSk~ D AR KRB A
EERR-FFE, Y A ARG SR e R &
LIRS , AT AT S BB AR A AR . BB A M X 5
PERLVRL R 5 A AR, T AZEX BB ) i %, X

D Ch'eng Chung-ying, New Uimensions of Confucian and Neo — Confucian
Philosophy, Albany; State University of New York Press, 1991, p.454.
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