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Women of the Reformation

Li Yu-hua
( The History Department, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100037, China)

Abstract: Although the Reformation was a turning point in Western history, it was ambiguity for women. The Protestant valued

marriage and opposed Catholic asceticism, and they thought much of women’ s education. But the Protestant Reformation made a new

prison for women and deprived them of chances of living independently. At the same time, the Catholic reformation controlled women

more tightly in some extent. Both the Protestant and the Catholic were tolerant of women's participation at the beginning of the reforma-

tion, but suppressed them later.

Key words; the Protestant Reformation; the Catholic Reformation; women
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