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While contemporary in form, AJ+C's design of a new Catholic Church and
Parish Centre in a typical outer Sydney suburb reflects current Catholic
doctrine. It also evokes 'memories’ of traditional church forms via the tim-

ber roof structure, circular windows and the rich colours of the ambulatory.

Symmretrically disposed tiered seating for 600 is situated on either side of
the dltar, drawing the congregation into an immediate participation in the

iturgy. The heightened religious experience is enhanced by excellent sight
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Ines whist even clerestory lighting and a system of natural ventiation pro-
vide for temporal physical and sensory needs. Within the church, distinct
spatial differentiation is achieved in the perimeter ambulatory by means of a
low celing, columns and deeply coloured walls. Hovering above it sit the

white painted upper walls of perforated acoustic panels.

A delicate fligree of 7 propped portal frames orovides structural support of
the roof. Eacn frame is braced from the ambulatory columns and in tum
carries the roof on a series of raked struts. The generative idea of the
structure developed from a desire to provide independent roof support
without obscuring the seamless ribbon of mulion-less clerestory glazing.
Memory of traditional Gothic roof canpentry is embodied in the portal frames,
metaphorically connecting the terrestrial worshipper to the celestial realm

beyond
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Beyond the church, deliberately skewed out from the orthogonal grid, sits
the 80-seat Day Chapel. Beyond are parish offices, a meeting room and
associated senvice areas. In contrast to the arrangement of the church, the
seating is arranged in radiating rows to accommodate the needs of more
traditional worshippers. Freer planning is expressed in its cunviinear form of
the Chapel, projecting like the prow of a ship, a single extroverted gesture

in an otherwise cloistered and introspective church.

Awards

2000  Best Use of Timber in any buiding (NSW) Master Bulders Awards
(in association with Co-Wyn)

2000 Master Builders Awards (in association with Co-Wyn) - Best Public

Bulding under $2.5m (NSW)
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