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The Three-self Principle and Church Construction
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Abstract:The three-self principle is the basic principle for construction of Church in China and it is rich in
church nature. It is a policy internal to the church rather than additional and short-lived. It fulfills the revela-
tion of God and the historical practice of the church, unifies the regional and universal nature of church, and
combines the realistic nature and the ultimacy of it. It is also a unification of church nature and good church
operation. The Church in China which adheres to the three-self principle is gradually growing into a glorious
church under the guidance of God. |
The three-self principle is the basic principle for construction of Church in China with a strong church
nature. Yet a minority of colleagues believes it is political rather tan religious. It is unnecessary and short-
lived. This article will develop the topic from these several prospects, making a relatively systematic state-
ment of three-self principle and sharing with the colleagues. So that the three-self will be further deepened
and improved in the later exploration and the Church in China can operate itself well according to the
principle all along, steeping forward steadily toward building a glorious church.

Keywords: three-self principle, church nature, church construction, glorious church
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