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The Elementary Study on the Northern Crusades in the Middle Ages
LI Jia-lit, WANG Xiao-li? .
(1. History Dept. , Renmin University of China, Beijing100872, China;
2. Dept. of Politics and History, College of Art, Hebei North University, Zhangjiakou, Hebei 075000, China)

Abstract; In the High Middle Ages, the European Catholics launched the Northern Crusades to
fight against the Baltic heathens. It lasted nearly four centuries, and conquered Wends, Livonians, Es-
tonians, Prussians etc. During those days, the western European and Scandinavian Christians, the Bal-
tic heathens, and Orthodox Russians were involved in those wars. The Northern Crusades had a pro-
found influence on the development of European history, brought the heathen Baltic Areas into Latin
Christendom and reoriented the civilization of these societies. The Northern Crusades changed the rela-
tionship between the Russia and Scandinavia, and became the significant origination of racial contradic-
tions in the North-east Europe.

Key words; the Middle Ages; the Northern Crusades; the Baltic Sea; conquest; conversion
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