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Symbol of Light in the Aesthetics of the Middle Ages and Its Religious Meaning

GUANG Xiao - qi
( School of Chinese Studies, Heilongjiang University, Harbin Heilongjiang 150080, China)

Abstract: “Light” is a key in studying aesthetics of the Middle Ages. In sylﬁbo'lic art of that time, “light”

demonstrated its value in many fields, such as architecture, painting, literature, etc. , as well as in religious

meaning. Mainly as an external source, it represented God, the absolute authority, and through it we can un-

- derstand theological quality of Christianism of that age. The logos root of forming metaphysical meaning of the

“light” came from the idealism of Plato featuring his apriority. His dividing eye’ s vision from idea’s vision

provided a source for Augustinus’ illuminatio. Plotinus, Eriugena and other masters further improved the theo-

ry. In addition, it was also under the influence of Assyria, Egypt, these Asian cultures.

Key words: Aesthetics of the Middle Ages; light; religious meaning; meaning
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