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On the Spread of Catholicism and the Exchange of Historiography Between
China and the West in the Early Years of the Qing Dynasty

KAN Hong-liu
(Institute of the History of the Qing Dynasty, China Peoples University, Beijing 100872 ,China)

Abstract: In the early years of the Qing Dynasty, a violent controversy happened between the missiona-
ries, their followers ,and the Chinese literati. Both of them explored Chinese ancient history books but form
different angles, one was to testify their religion and the other to refute it. The author of this article studies the
controversy and concludes that it becomes the important step in the cultural exchange between Chinese and
western history. However, both of the two sides are short of enough or substantial contact, and there are only
elementary results from these actions. The history exchange only scratches the surface and a further exchange
of historiography between China and the West remains to be resolved in the days to come.

Key words: early years of the Qing Dynasty; Catholicism; historiography; cultural spread
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