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Suspecting the People from Afar: The Prohibition of Preaching Catholicism
in the Early and Mid-Qing Dynasty and It’s Influence in the Late Qing
TAO Fei-ya
( Departmen: of History, Shanghai University, Shanghai 200444 , China)
Abstract: Chinese historians usually think that the Anti-Christianity Movement in the Late Qing Dynasty
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A New Research on Sima Qian’s Literary Criticism
YANG Guang-xi
(School of the Humanities, Zhejiang Ocean University, Zhoushan 316004, China)

Abstract: Sima Qian leaves a rich legacy in literary criticism, which is characterized by his overthrow of
the traditional idea of “three immortals. ” He raised the status of the men of letters, opened preliminary
discussions on the relationship between style and author. He advocated Confucius’s words—it is better to
act than to put down in meaningless words—and defended the narrative works, pointing out the merits of
the literary style, and at the same time he showed negative attitude to the pure narration. Besides, much
of Sima Qian’s ideas of literary criticism came from Yi Zhuan ( an interpretation on The Book of Change) ,
which is discussed briefly in the paper.

Key words: Sima Qian; literary criticism; three immortals; like person like literary style; Yi Zhuan
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was owing to the unequal treaty system, and totally neglect the prohibition of preaching Catholicism in the
Early and Mid-Qing. This article surveys the Catholic cases and the gradually strengthened regulations of
anti-Catholicism since Kangxi Emperor and proved that there was an Anti-Catholicism Movement before
the treaty era. Then it analyses the reason of the Anti-Catholicism policy of that time and argues that after
the Emperor Kangxi, the Qing rulers lacked interests in the Western culture and didn’t need much help of
the missionary as the Emperor Kangxi did. The missionary had no way to trade the permission of preach-
ing Gospel. Along with the development of church’s memberships, the Qing ruler worried about the politi-
cal motivation of the missionary in consideration of the national security. Meantime, they hold incorrect
perception of the Catholicism and abhorred the foreign religion. All these contributed to the persistent An-
ti-Church Movement. The combination of the political and ideological anti-church traditions and the stim-
ulation of the unequal treaty in the late Qing Dynasty caused the tension and conflicts between the Qing
government, the Chinese society and the foreign religion. The tradition was replaced with the new percep-
tion of Christianity only after the Reform movement and Boxers movement.

Key words: Qing Dynasty; prohibition; Catholicism; Anti-Church case; western religion
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