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Abstract: Western misdonaries first came into China with the gread of Chrigtianity in the Tang
Dynasty , and l&ft the history stage in which they worked as the mediaof cultural exchange in the late
19th century. Their development changed with the religious policy of Chinese government. Combining
analyssin the progerity and decadence progress of western misdonaries, this paper describes the
influence of western missonaries no Chinese geography in phases and summaries their most i mportant
monographsin geography.

The wholes course includes three ssparate phases: the Tang Dynasty and the Yuan Dynasty , the
late Ming Dynasty and early Qing Dynasty and the phase &ter the Opium War. Inthefirst phase, the
digerdgon of culture at thistime and participating means self-adaptation behaviors to the missonaries.
This kind of cultural digpersng had a small scale, and fewer influences on Chinese sciety. After the
diginct of Yuan Dynasty , the same time of the 16th and 17th century and the time of great discovery
in geography , the importance of western missonaries reached a climax. Because of the development of
western production , these merchandises and trade , misdonaries coming into Chinapaid great attention
to geogrephy. Almost every one of them had monographs about mapping and geography. These
devotions do contribute greatly to breaking the boarder of regions. On the other hand, missonaries
introduced Chinese geogrephy to the whole world including the west by communication letters,
Chinese maps and other forms. Besdes, western missonaries introduce of their geography richened
the geographical knowledges of Chinese scholars greatly and broadened their envison. As a result of
Chinese becoming a western colony ater the Opium War , missonaries participated in more practices of
introducing sciences accompanying changing behavior and mind of China. Thisis a9 the result of
being behind in sciences and a need of advancing in technologiesin our country.

At last of this paper, usng diaectic method, the author appraised the influence of western
missonaries in both postive and negative agpects: on the one hand , they promoted the development of
Chinese geography as they introduced western advanced geography into China and made Chinese
geography a part of world geography system; on the other hand, as a consequences of their religious
aims, they led Chinese to misunderstand geography to a certain degree and led to a less important
degree of western geoscience s dipersing in China.
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